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ABSTRACT

DAMASCENE SCHOLARS IN THE MAMLUK T OTTOMAN TRANSITION: HISTORY OF
THREE GENERATIONS OF THE GH A Z ZAMILY (145017 1650)

This thesis examingbescholars in Damascus during the period 14%%0 askindiowthetransition from

Mamluk to Ottoman rulaffected th& sociopolitical life. It employs a broad understanding of transition,

one that considers several developments after the mitddgoverof Damascus in 1516, includirthe

judicial and economic integtion, cultural encounter, and imperial entanglement. In this broad framework,

it traces several elements of the scholarly society in late Mamluk Damascus during the first 150 years of

Ottoman rule.

To understand Damascene scholarly society, thisthesisfees on t he Ghazzg family,
whose members assumed various positions and roles in Damascus between 1450 and 1650, serving as
professors, jurists, judges, endowers, authors, and mystically inclined scholars. By writing the connected
lif e stori es odonamelyRadygaDCm-&maag o ( d. 152PB9n hds EDN7
and his grandson Najm-BI§o n  ( dd. thislsttidy tefonstructs the history of three generations of an
eminent local family and their relations with scegiolitical and scholarly life in Damascus, Syria, and the

Mamluk and Ottoman capitals.



This thesis explores several aspects of the Mattoman transition as experienced by Damascene
scholars, including the stdroups and cliques that formed among theme, geripheralizationof their
professional career after 1516, their struggles for position both within and beyond Damascus, the means and
mechanisms whereby they secured their scholarly continuity across generations, and their increasing

entanglement withi the network of the Ottoman imperial elite from the late sixteenth century onward.
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A NOTE ON TRANSLITERATION

This dissertation renderggsonal names in Ottoman Turkish context with their modern Turkish equivalents.
For exampl e, Takk©proledaad.e linn sd & enmplysonhacofasseisk, o p r

confusiors. For exampl e, al i VS. Al i

It employs a modified version of the transliteration guidelines recommended byehsational Journal
of Middle Eastern Studidsr namesn Arabic or Persian contexts, without dots. The same appliexts

and titles in any context.

For terms with some circulation in English, the convention is followed. For example, mufti, madrasa, pasha.
Ot her wi s e, the common modern Turkish version of
instead of shayklal-l s | Sbme less circulated words are rendered with simplified transliteration. For

example mujaddidandmuijtahid

Place names appear in Anglicized version whenever possible. The dates in lunar calendar are converted to

Common Era.
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INTRODUCTION

Egypt andSyria (orGreater Syrigknown ail (d al-SHn) came urder Muslim rule around the miskverth
centuryand rapidly grew into new centers fthe further advancement of Muslim armies Hrespread of

Islam. Inhabited by several companions of the Prophet and their followers, major cities in the region
eventually emerged as centers of Islamic knowledge by thesdatmth century.The subsequat five
centuries witnessed an upsurge in the numbérashedfigures andheflourishing ofintellectualactivity

in the region undeviuslim regimesinvestments of Bimid (909 1171),Zangid (1127 1233) and Ayyi bid

(1177 circathe 125G inmost ofSyria)rulers in the construction of edational foundationom the tenth

to thirteenthcenturies not onlgeliveredsocial, political, and financial support for scholbtg also added

an institutional dimension to scholarly lifdleanwhiletheCr usader sd preseil@2¥) i n t he
resulted in the concentration of scholarly activityaifew neighboring cities under Muslim rule such as
Aleppo, Danascus, and Cairdn the midthirteerth century,the Mongols invadedhe eastern half of
Islamdom and destroyed the Adstil Caliphate centered in Bagdahd Christian armies intensified their
attacks against Muslims the IberiarReconquista. Consequentlieabovemeribned cities became home

for numerous Muslim scholars fleeing from the destabilized regidresMamluk rulers (12501517) were

no less generougatronsthan their Ayl bid predecessorsad beennor were they less dependent on
schol ar s& c adinl addgitmat@ @and aurablé govermrhent. Tieyndedmany educational
institutionsandfosteredcanenvironment thasgustairdand further develaascholarly activity in the region.
Ultimately, Egypt and Syria appeared as two magtiolarlycenters withunmatchedliversity and plurality

in Islamdomin the early sixteeh century.

After defeatingthe Mamluks, the Ottomansruled the central Arab lands(Egypt, Syria, and Hijazjrom
1516 17 onward. How did the scholais Egypt and Syriaexperience the traition from Mamluk to
Ottoman rule? In other words, what sort of tensions, conflicts, encounters, entanglememdsioadar
integration did theygo through during this sudden change in political authority and consequent
administrative social, economicand cultural development® This question relates to a series of

bureaucratic,egal, ideological, and cultural transformatioms the Ottoman Empire during the long



sixteenth centuryl453 1600 For example, ameresearcherbaveconsideed the encounteof Ottoman
scholarbureaucratgscholars professionalized in government serwa#) scholars irthe Arab provinces
as a importantstagein the consolidation of the Ottoméearnedhierarchy? Othershaveemphasize the
incorporationof the centralArab lands with deeplyootedislamictraditions into thédttoman Enpireas a
major development for the rise of Ottoman Suideiology® Recent scholarshipas reframedttoman
Sunni orthodoxy within the broader paradigm of confessionalizatlout it still acknowledgesthe
fundamental role ofhe Ottoman expansion to tleentral Arab landsn the developmentof Ottoman

sunnitizationf SomeresearcherlBavearguedhat OttomarHanafism as a distinct branch within tHea n a f

el

madhhabcrystallized partially duect the interaction betwee®ttoman scholabureaucratandHa n a f

o]l

scholarsof the Arab provinces. Still othershavecreditedthe maturation of Ottoman high culture through

the end of th sixteenth century tihis scholarly encounter and interactiorelite salons’

This large body of literaturattachesmportance to the Ottoman takeover of scholarly centdtseicentral
Arab lands. Itfocusis on the Ottomarmenter however That is, f focuses largely othe impactghatthe
conversion ofMamluk-bas@ scholargo Ottoman subjecthadon diverse facets of the Ottoman central

government(i.e., the administrative body comprising ti@&toman sultan and ruling elite, such as the

1 For a brief review ofte relatedrecentliterature s ee Kaya kahi n, AThe Ottoman Empire .1
Renaissance Quarter0, no. 1 (2017): 224.

2Ab dur r ah rBeholarsfand Saltans in the Early Modern Ottoman Enf@eenbridge: Cambridge Universitydas, 2017),
831 134.

SMadeline C. Zil fi, iSul t aorusS Elsd yardSilegnamthe Bdrad a@drHisolime. HaliiRe | i g i

K n & bnd@emal Kafadar (Istanbul: The ¢sPress, 1993),1020; Gi |l l es Veinstein, AReligious |
in The Cambridge History of Turkey: The Ottoman Empire as a World Powefi 1833 vol. 2, ed. Suraiya Faroghina Kate

Fleet(2013, 348 52.

‘Tijana Krstil, fiHi storicizing the Sitcudy 7®&iqridzing Sunni Islaanlimm i n  t
the Ottoman Empire, c. 1480 175Qed.Ti j ana Kr st i | an d -Bbstr Bri, 20p®,6Z | oHelLe O LPFf dEeher
New Hadith Culture? Arab Schol ars and HBtoriciong umnilSan36l.Far z at i on i
an attempt to reframe Ottomasunni ti zati on, | s,eefiewi ho TEobmceptualize Otto
Hi st ori ogr ap hliurcieai4 (2D12y 0iB8.si on, 0O

SRudol ph Peters, fAWhat Does It Meahet Ot Be mamThEDbdnicSehaobof Ma d h h a k
Law: Evolution, Devolution, and Progressd. P. Bearmann, R. Peters, and F. E. Vogel (Hakbarersity Press, 2005), 1475;

Guy Burak, The Second Formatin o f Il sl amic Law: The Hanaf @ ScHhHNewlorki n the E
Cambridge University Press, 2015).

bHel en Pfeifer, iTo Gather Together: Cul t ur a PhDHiss¢Rrincattner s i n
University, 2014)P f ei f er , fidrEhe Conquest cholady Gatheringsin 36tk nt ur y Ot t o mMMBES4Damascus,
no. 2 (2015): 21839; Pfeifer, Empire of Salons: Conquest and Community in Early Modern Ottoman [@ridseton: Princeton

University Press, 2022).



e mpi r e 0-bureaucratsad exeamplified abovencluding the further bueicratization of its learned
hierarchy, transformation of its ideology, and consolidation of its high culturgeneral, hese studies
presentontinuous narratisof the history ofthe Ottomanpolity, where theSyro-Egyptianscholars join in
the earlysixteenth centunandeither trigger or accelerate a transformatieew works havethoroughly
examinedhese developmentle other way arourdd a continuousistoryof Syro-Egyptianscholars from
the Mamluk to the Ottomanperiod’ As an attempt in thiglirection, this dissertatioscrutinizes the
biographies of three scholars from three successive generationsGiida®family in Damascus within
the context othe Mamluki Ottoman transition in Greater Syria. These scholargespectively Rdiyy at
D@1 d-Ghazp(1458 1529), his son Badr-#&dgn (1499 1577), and his grandson NajmRdn (1570 1651).
Theobjectiveof the studyis to observe the effects of the change of political rulthacentraArab lands
andtheconsequent socipolitical, economicand cultural transformatias on scholarand scholarly lifén

Greater Syriawith special reference to tlexperience of thenembers of th&hazhfamily.

A few questions should Ensweredt this point. First, why amfbcusng on scholars in Damassél and
not in another city insteédin orderto study the transition in Syria? Secomthat istheuse of concentrating
ona familyin orderto study Damascene scholars? Finally, gy examination athe Ghazgs instead of
anothercontemporanpamascene familin the transition?

Damascusvas the center of Mamluk Syréandenjoyed a status comparable to that séeond capital city.
lts governor(n a 6 i-Sbh Janks the mospotentamir in Syriaand a powerful candidate for the thrdne
Cairoduring the fourtesth century? The provincemaintained its political sigjficance in the fifteenth and
early sixteenth centuri@dAs a centeof educationCairosupersedeBamascusnly after the late fourteenth

century®® The city continued to hoshe greatest number afcholars and educationalstitutions in Syria

7 For some receraxampls, see & phan Coner man nTha Manlul®gomankremsition:eCdntirity and Change
in Egypt and Bild al-SHIm in the Sixteenth Centu¢@ottingen: V&R unipress, 20186bid., vol. 2 (Gitingen: V&R unipress,
2022).

8Ni col a A. Z i WrbdireLife, in Syrig,t120A400 P(Ddiss., AS University of London, 19501180,k e habeddi n
Teki Bkeajk,uk Devrindodé¢ | BMéemhpk| SEdedbnlyaté Fak?; tkeciv da TktaasEherld
Political Role d Damascus in the Mamluk Empire: Three Events in the Period 741/13@/1349, Imperative for the Change

Power in Cairg Orientalia Lovaniensia Periodic880(1999: 113128;Cengi z T o maDbK @®nfink,2000).0 i n

Taha Thalji Tarawneh, fAThe Province of [Dan2a slcoulsbigsipind@mmhgdD tdhe S
University, 199), 6 86.

©YFor Cairoods rise as a nevuhcaenmnieetr Eonfe ss cMiodliarlliy, afitllreant@ni éonn ,Mesnd
ve Meml ¢kl er D°nemindKsKami Tet K10knmel D20)D38H18. Migra adbmpares theevel

of urbanization in Cairo and Damascus during the Mamluk era with reference to the number of constructions in bothegities. Bas

on the data extracted from Michael Mei neckebds wor kkEgpwtMi ur a gi
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afterward'! It becamea provincial centein the Ottoman erlut not an ordinary one. It preserved its role

as a religious centewhere thousands of pilgrims gather@uhuallyto travelto Mecca for pilgrimge in

official ceremonies. Accordingly, it hosted numerous resident and itinerant scholars from all around the
Muslim world, let alone other Syrian urban cent&r# outperformed many Anatolian and Balkan cities in
enchancinghe tax capacity of the empjrthanks toits substantiatax revenueshroughout the sixteenth
century'® and became onaf thefew provincial centers thatvithessechugeimperial construction projects
during this period* Military expeditions to Iran, Yememnd Cyprus added to Sydas geopol i t i
significancefrom the late sixteenth centurand Damascusame to the fore as an important provincial
center with its resourcé®Although it remained secondary to Aleppo as a center ohattenal traddrom

the late sixteenth centurynward Damascusnaintained its position as theligious and scholarlgenter of

Syria during the Ottoman etaThus, tracing thetrajectory of Damascus as a scholarly centerttie

Mamluki Ottoman transition appeasgynificant.

Studies on scholarly lifen the Mamluk era particularly underline the role faimilial structuresin his

seminalstudy, MichaelChamberlain sggeststhat examininghouseholdsnstead of formal educational

during the Mamluk era. Of these buildings, 40 percent located in Cairo, whereas only 11 percent were in Damascus. 8levertheles
Damascus, with this percentage, had the biggest share among Syrian cities. SeelGnapbrd Miura,Dynamism in the Urban
Society of Damascus: The SUIlihiyya QQedert Brill,200815m t he Twel ft h

1Jon E. Mandaville, fAThe Muslim Judi ehDdissyPrincdton Draversitg £969; i n t he
Tarawneh, AiThe P,0A541;Maum, Dgndmish énrthe Srban Society of Dammas

2Abdullah Ankavg A The Pil gri mage t oArabianSwdied (1874)M46M0; SukaiyalFarogbRilgrids
and Sultans: The Hajj under the Ottomans 3683(l. B. Tauris,1 994 ) ; Nir Shafir, Al n an Ottoman
Road from Damascus, 150D 8 0 Blistayy of Religion$0, no. 1 (2020):136.

13See Figure 8and 13Munus Ujur , i Ma p pi npatat Defnitiemshandd3raupingss(14303 6 OThey O
Journal for Early Modern Cultural Studie$8/3 (2018): 1665.

“¢ijdem Kafesciojlu, fiéln the Image of -Rdmdur yYOtAloamamo Aarcchi ba
Mugarnas 16, no. 1 (1999): 7®6; Abdullah ManazSur i yedni n Bakkent: kiAnkatadkg | T ¢é¢r kB®R aeimé j
Yayénl ar é, 1992) .

15 M. Adnan Bakhit,The Ottoman Province of Damascus in the Sixteenth CefRBeiyut: Librairie du Liban, 1982)101i 7, 193
Linda Darling, AFi scalPréddmnoestmaédtieont e OhTheoMamlakdttGoan q u e st o]
Transitione d . Coner ma nii6, espedallykl 651, 147

16 H, Edhem Eldem, Daniel Goffman, and Bruce Masféh& Ottoman City détween East and West: Aleppo, Izmir, and Istanbul
(Cambridge: Catwridge University Press, 2005),74 8 ; Thomas Phi | inpact of thelfOttemarE@opngunestron ¢ |
Bilad aSham 0 Syrimand Bilad &Sham under Ottoman Rule: Essays in Honour of Abdul Karim Rededeter Sluglett and

Stefan Weber (Brill, 2010101 14.



institutions caryield better results abosbcial and scholarly life in gh medieval Damascus, 119850
Similar to Mamluk ani r s 6 ¢ o migtedlaridg,thetearned aliteompetedor scholarlypositions as
a source of income and social surviiahdowment deed$at showedheir aliances withthe military elite
guaranteedhema sourceof wealth and social statdisr generationshanks to spefic stipulations Thus,
researcherbave devoted much attentiémcertainscholarlyfamiliesas a means of analyzigltural and
scholarly life andbureaucraticdevelopments in MamluByria!® The significant rolescholarly families

playedin Syrianschohbrly and sociepolitical life has drawrnresearches a t tinghe Ottomam era, tod.

In his study othe judiciary in late MamlulbbamascusJon E.Mandavillescrutinizesrivalry between two
multi-family groupsfor the office ofthe S h U thiefjugigeship, the highest and most lucrative scholarly
post intheMamluk era, during the last thirty yearstbé Mamluk Sultanate® He mentions these two groups
had a strong holih the judicial systemin Damascu8 onethird of thethirty depuy judges(n u ww U b
singularn U 9 dubing the periodvere affiliated with them Biographical sources enable us to tréve
history of some of thesé e adi ng S h thrblghittieir memibeid| il 6 § dn early Ottoinam s
Damascug! However, few othem, if any, were as successful as the Glgizzmaintaining their position
until the twentieth century. The Ghazmierewell-known family represented by a handful of influential
scholarly figures each century. Radiyylah alGhazz)(1458 1529), whom Mandaville mentionsas a

17 Michael Chamberlainknowledge and Social Practice in Medieval Damascus, 1B%D (Cambridge:Cambridg University
Press, 2002), 6951.

18For example, seééamal S.Sal b~ , BdimMiheJamUAa: Ai Dg nhisitiys tod iShmShilih lamidanm| uk Per i
9 (1958): 971 0 9 ; Mandavil |l e, iThe MuB2B,i268 4J;udircmeariy Poefr hDba mafsCl ui smboi nig:
Mobil ity in t hVSRIB@0D1):UW%3 5P, e rMeohdmedt Fati h Yal -én, fABahm®PiD Meml ¢kl
diss., Istanbul, Marmarlniversity, 2016);Y al - é n, AMeml ¢kl er D° K& mi©n d efmeBmujnal Pfb e m© A |
I nternational Soci aly aRe sheraarkcthé 9 mal (BRI 6HEN®BR)riassieé S o s

19 For example, seEerdinand WustenfeldDie GelehrenFamilie Muhibbi in Damascus und Ihre ZeitgenossanXl. (XVII.)
Jahrhundert(Géttingen Dieterische Verlagaithhandlung, 1884); Linda Schatkowski Schilcl@milies in Politics: Damascene
Factions and Estates of the 18th and 19th Centy$tsttgart:F. Steiner, 198%)Basil Salem,fiBeneath Biography: Attitudes
toward Self, Society, andipire among the Scholars of Eighteefitte nt ur y Ot t o (RaDdisd, &mivarsitg ai Ghizago,
2016)

OMandavid IMysIfiTrh Judi ci 83y of Damascus, o0 26

2lForBafd Jamfa, s ee El i zabeta@v &irHappbane d Ve ahe Tail ef a Bchomily FanalynirOttoman
Sy r Briish dournal of Middle Eastern Studi8, no. 1 (2001): 5%5.For the family of lonaF a r § Be,Michael Wi nter

Judicay of Late Mamluk and Early Ottoman Damascus: The Admini st
in History and Societyuting the Mamluk Period (1250517) ed. Stephan Conermann, vol. 5 (Bonn University Press, 2014), 193
220.For thefamily of lbnatF ar f T r ,Toarlus oMisuerea, ATransition of the 66Ul amaé Fam
The MamlukOttoman Transition e d . Co n er, 20@ 226. Miaran adso divesninformation about the experience of two

Hanbali families, amely, the Muflihand Qudamain the transition period.
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S h U Hepuiygudge affiliated witlone of theabovementionedamily alliances, occupied this officeor

decade$? He wasin his late fifties at the time dhe Ottoman conquest. He established close reldtipss

with the new regimandservel it asa S h U flepulygudgeHis sonBadr atDgn (1499 1577)witnessed

the Ottomanconquest of Damascwss a seventeegearold man He later traveled to Istanbul and was

engaged in closer interactiavith the highest level of théttoman buraucracy.ln the midcentury, he

became an influenti al ShUf i i6 sonNajmraliD& (1578 165 )alsor o f e s s «
became a respected ShUfi 69 jurist and phetmilyssor i
became more ihientialin the subsequent centuries. In his centennial biographical dictionary for the leading
scholars of thewelfth h i jcemtdry (approximately theighteenth centur€.E), atMur U0d g ( d . 17 ¢
devotes a separagmtry toeach of more than fourteen &z Z2@s hi | cher 6s study demol
family was quite influential in local and regional politics in Damascus during the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries.Al-GhazH) s monopol i zed & h 8 fiuifsto@ igtddriagn the cehtire tpeate

concerned. They made alliances with other prominent families through marriages, and finally even managed

to assume the post nfa g ¢as Hafgdyernment post representing the descendants of the Prépteet)

while, despitethe fact that they were ndescendants of the PropRtiThe Encyclopedia of Damascene
Familiesmentions more than forty sdiaes from the family who lived frorthe second half of the fourteenth

century to the twentieth centutfyThe Ghazy f ami | y skEenmsontingous ic@onent of
Damasceneducatedsociety throughouthe Mamluk and Ottoman periad§hus, an examination of its

historyin 1450 165Q that is,betweenalmostthe last Mamluk and first Ottoman centurissDamascus

can enlightervariousaspects of the scholgife in Syria during theransition.

There is no monograph dedicated to@tezzy f a nheMamluki @ttoman transition, nor a fulength
biograghical examination of any of the abovementiotlecdte Ghaz) & Radiyy atDd, Badr alDy, and
Najm atD@. The literatureprovides scattered information abotheir lives usually dependingn a few
well-known primary sources such as BadiDah 6lIstanbultravelogue and Najm @@ 6 centennial

biographical dictionaryThis dissertation aims ook at Damascene scholarly community through a close

2ZMandavill e, AiThe Musl ii®Judiciary of Damascus, 0 26

2B Ab | -Faalll atMur(tg Silk akDurar f9A34Ch al-Qarn akThChi Ashar 4 vols. (Cairo: Bulag, 1301For the pages of the
biographies devoted to tiighaz §see Schilchefamilies in Politics 169.

24 Schilcher,Families in Politics 169 74.

25 Muhammad SharAdnCh alSaww, Mawd % al-Usar atD @ ma s h qUiihyhyd @ngbufl,  Unmat0[The Encyclopedia of
Damascene Families: History, Ancestry, Characteristias]] 3 (Damascus: Bayt-#likma, 2010), 1528.
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examination othe history of th&shazhfamily by putting the life stories dhesethreeprominentGhazz s
and their oftercited works intheir socicpolitical context in 14501650.

This studyseés answers to several questiokw did the Ghazzfamily, as anestablishedamascene
scholarly family in 1516, continue to riseunder Ottoman ruleand hold significant posts through
generation®What kind of means and mechangsdid they use to achieve tRisvhy did Badr aDg and
Najm atDq prefer to becom8 h U miftié gnd not assume judgeshipRadiyy alDd had? Could this be
related tahe divergence in theielationship with the ruling elitdn the two successive regimes? How was
their relationship with their contempora®yrianscholarsand Ottoman scholdrureaucrats? What sort of
econonic, social and cultural capital did thepherit from their fathereach generation, and how did they
utilize it? How did they contextualize their lives in particular and their family in general within the broader
context of the history of Damascene sbgithe Ottoman Empire, armbntemporaryslamdom?Vhat was
their opinion about the Mamluk and Ottoman governments, and how, if ever, werabbsed in
policymaking processin thetwo regimes®hat are the ruptures and continuities within the familgach

generation in terms of scholarly interests and professional tendencies?

In sum,this studyexaminesSyrian scbh | ar s d e x p er i e@ttonean toahsitian theugMtaem| u k
history oftheGhaz f alhutilizeg family as a meskevel social stuctureand buildghe history of the

Gh az z Q thiowmhihley | i fe stories of three Ghazzgdofrom t
this end, itusesbiographical narrative of various literary and ardyal sources (e.g.biographical

dictionaies, travelogug, annals, and endowment deeds) to provide gmmlitical contextualization ahree

interrelated life storiesThe ©ciop ol i t i c al context of e achbtramsitiont he t h
experience ofmanyof their contemporariepeers, and acquaintances dmas provides synchroniview

of the urban, regional, and imperial networks @&mascene scholans the Mamluk and Ottoman eras

Thr ee Qhnaectedifessfories within the frameork of a family help to follow contindies and

rupturesat asupraindividual level andhus providea diachronic view of a part Damascene learned society

in relation toseveral political, social, econoeréind cultural transformations in 143®50.
Literature Overview: Syrian Scholarsin Transition

An i ndividual 6s Icanbeanderssoodrttuougmnumerable tice énd anacdevents

but notall in a single textvith a coherent narrative. Therefore, this dissertation prioritizes Huenees

related to theguestions abovever dhers.It engages in dialogue wittihe body ofwork aound three

interrelated themegudicial integration and lawmaking, scholarly mobility and netwogks] imperial

endowments and patronageéhe main framework irwhich it maintairs this dialogue ishe Mamluki
7



Ottoman transition isyria Traditional scholarship, whose concern was largely limited to ditle¢ristory

of the Mamluk Empire (125@517) orthe history ofOttoman rule in Arab land4$16 17 onward, has
usually failed to achieve a fruitful alogue between two perio&sRecently, there is a rising interést
tracingcontinuities and changes in thentralArab lands from the Mamluk to the Ottoman perb6dhis
dissertation aimso contributeto this recent literature-or a fruitful dialoguewith the abovementioned
themes it handles them ahe urban (Damascus), regional (Syria), and imperial (Mamluk or Ottoman)

levels.

Jon E.Mandaville andviichael Winter have highlighted the significant role leading families played in the

judicial systemn late Mamluk Damascifé Yet few studies have followed up on this familial aspect of the

judicial system inthe OttomanefaFocusi ng on the history of the Gha
the judicial cadres in Damascus since the late fourteenthrgettie present dissertation aims to remedy

this lack.

The transformation of the judicial system in the Ottoman period has attracted more attention in the literature.
Several studies have examined the abolition of the four chief judgeships from theafthlrals and the
establishment of a new system presi dedbmogyd. by a
Fitzgeraldd s shasshdw thatthe processvas nd smooth in the case of AleppbHis examination of

the murder of ondan official @ipoirjed to ingpect adxt régister endowments and private
properties in Aleppo, at the hands of Aleppines illustrates different phases of judicial integration in Syria.
Abdurrahman At - él has st udi el8b25ivdig tleipaidd intofivesmilg r at i or
periods and coming up with similar results: the judicial system of Cairo did not adapt to the Ottoman system

immediately or easily but rather through long negotiations between local powers and the central government

26 For more on this discussipree $ e phan Coner mann and Gg¢gl ken, fi | nTthe Machlukc t i on : A
Ottoman Transitioned.Coner man nl32nd ken

27SeeC o n e r ma n ned,a hedMarklk®dttoman Transition2 vols.
ZMandaville, fAThe Muslim Judiciary of Damascuso; Wi nter, @AThi

253l ib”, AThe Bani JamUAaod; Michael Wthilt8earh, CfedtiawyCuatom, Q@a d ins i
and Statute in the Muslim Worléd. Ron Shaham (Leiden: Brill, 2007),i870 9 ; Si r tevey dapp n éidVhtao t he Ban
Jam®o Miura, fdATransition of the 6Ulamadé Families in SixteentHt

30 For one of the first studies on the subject, Bakhit, The Ottoman Province ofddnascus

S Ti mothy J. Fitzgerald, @AOttoman Methods of Q& @hkkdEgs.,: Legal
Harvard University, 2009).



aroundseveral crise¥ The findings of these studies are helpful in interpreting the trajectory of the judicial
system in early Ottoman Damascus because similar clashes and conflicts occurred in Damascus, too.
Inspired by them, the present dissertation examinesadministrative and judicial integrations into the
Ottoman Empire separately, and through various phases and turning points, highlighting the multiple roles
of local scholars in each step.

As for lawmaking, it has beegenerallystudiedtogether withthe judicial systeml ns pi med clek 0 K
fOttoman methods of conquggt Fitzgeraldhas utilizedthe concept of legal impialism. For him, this
conceptmeans more than the appointment #f a n adg@ to the top of the Aleppiradicial system. It
includestheregistrationof population, taxes, and religious endowments thraaglastrasurveystahrd),

as well aghe subsequent promulgan of provincial law codesVhereasOttomanization and Islamization

were synonyms ithe Balkans,in the Arab provincesthe process obttomanization manifested itself as

the ideological and institutional precedence lfa n dafv decause deepoted Islamic traditions and
Muslim populatios already existeéh these landsOttoman Hanafism illeppo, according to Fitzgerald,

had three dimesionsithe pecedence dfl a n mdthpdology in lawmakindhe precedencaf the Ottoman

Ha n guéige in the judicial hierarchy, anihe use of Hanafism as an integral part of the dominant

discourse*

Some of these ideas were previously put forward byoRidPeters® According to him,the Ottomans
enjoyedaH a n mdn@gpoly inthe Balkans. In the central Arab lands, on the other hand, thegHaln a f §
hegemonyThat is, heyenforced &d a n mtergnadhhd law of conflict inthe Arab provincesn order to
regulatethe position of nofH a n a&dbhabs in judicial activity. AccordinglyonH a n gudgéswere
appointedut they could not issue verdicts contradic@titpmanHanafismthat is,the body olaw largely
basedonthejoint nt er pr et a bythe state@arfdppS8itteaH ai nGprists. Guy Burakhas further
dealtwi t h t hi s nA©i s mima a s Ha n Heohadighlightedthe rateaotistateppbinted

muftis in majorArab provincialcentersin a number oftudies® He has also examed how and why the

Z2Abdurrahman At -eél , AiMeml ¢kl erdden Osmanl @93HI5HIA 5 GE)sjl éatme Me s ¢
Ar akt ér ma,na B8§207E 89P1. s i

BHalilKknal cék, 0AOtt oman Stveatlandcd2s(19%4f: 10826.nquest , 0
“Fitzgerald, fLegal Ampeppoadi sm and the City of
¥peters, AwWhat Does It Mean to Be an Official Madhhab?o

36 Burak, The Second Formation of Islamic LaBurak, iAccor di nglanimo Codtenginglisians df thedMuftiship in
the Ottoman Province of Damascus (SixteeBth g ht eent h  Geciety, Law, ansl )Cultare in the Middle East:
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Syrian, Egyptian and Ottoman authors dfi a n dibgpaphical dictionaries differed in thela n a f Q
genealogies. Kenneth Nhunohasscruinizedhow the views of Syrialanaf ¢ j ur i sts in pr
differed from the views of thegounterparts in Egypt arttle Ottoman centet’ Similarly, Samy A.Ayoub
has questionetihe place of sultanic laws(hi n) in the juridical activity of théd a n rfst§ in centraArab

lands3®

These researchers, however, focudamwmaking largely throgh fatwas and official decreasither than
court recordswhich give clues abotiepractical aspects of lawhus,Ahmed Fekry Ibrahidd s satide d y
to this picturea new dimensioty highlighting theimplementation of lawén Cairene courtsluring the
seventeenth centuryAccording to himthe courtevidence in the records Egyptsuggesttshat Ottoman
endavas for legal homogenizatiatiedoutin the seventeenth century ahe courtsof nonH a n pudgés
were utilized for pragmatic reasofiBased orthe testimony osimilar court practicem the first half of
the sixteenth centurA t -h@slarguedhatthe precedence ahe OttomanH a n pudgé over the judicial

system did nohecessarilynean the superiority dheH a n mddiphatduring the period®

This body of literatur@bout lawmakindnelps clarifythelegal agenda of the contemporary scholars while
contextualizing the life storieamnd scholarly productioaf muftis and judges from éhGhazp f aAsi | y .
will be mentionedin the section onmethodology, this dissertation focuses the social aspect®f
lawmaking, that isthe role(s) and influence of jsts in daily life and practigevith special reference the
Ghaz®) Suffice it b say here thatincetheG h a z z §Sh UMeir éegandsperated asnegovernment
appointed jurists, the examination of their legal activity and participation in lawmaking proopssss
room foralternatives to the abovementionetargely Hanaficenered narratives of Ottoman legal history.

This dissertatiofis also relatedio scholarly mobility and networks between the imperiatees{Cairoand
then Istanbulpnd SyriaCarlPet r y 8 s pr o s o p anghe @girde elitchas demansratetidat c h
a considerablaumber of Syriancholars travied to the Mamluk capital for educational and employment

AfiModernities,0 ead. tibhadBNMalR Toledo (De Gruyter, 2015); Burak Dyfasty, Law, and the Imperial
Provincial Madrasa: The Case ofMadrasa alUthmaniyya in Ottoman JerusalémJMESA45, no.1 (2013: 1117 25.

Kennet h M. Cuno, AiWas the Land odtionOftJuridicalDifferehges ithiatheMiamia f @r  Mi |
S ¢ h o $tddia I8lamicano. 81 (1995): 1252.

38 Samy A. Ayoublaw, Empire and the Sultan: Ottoman Imperial Authority and ltate n dufisprudencéNew York: Oxford
University Press, 2020).

39 Ahmed Fekry IbrahimPragmatism in Islamic Law: A Social and Intellectual Hist@&ew York: Syracuse University Press,
2015), 12966.

WAt -eél, fAMeml ¢kl er 6derdd@s mad |l é|Terk&dIBEHITVER G uMaike r( 92 2
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opportunitiesiuring the late MamlukerdE r t u j r inds giwefclties about scholarly mobility between
Greater Syria anthelandsof R | ifAnatoliaBalkanscomplex)in the same perigavith statisticsbased on

available biographical dafAAt - & | article on the rise of the lands & 1 rasa scholarly center
evaluatessomeof the parameters affecting this scholarly mobilitpm the fifteenth century® Pfeifeid s

recent boolkhas argued hat Maml uk el it e wiangeage and clture due ® theirst e d
confidence in theischohrly andcultural superiority in Islamdom in the decade=fore1516, whereas the
Ottomans were receptive bmth Arab and Persian influens¢hanks to the itinerant eliteaveling to and

from these domaingccordingly, scholarly and cultural exchangestiveen Ottoman andlamluk-based
scholarge.qg., interest of both sides in books respectively in Turkish and Arabic, and travel patterns to and

from Anatolia andccentralArab lands) were asymmetric4l.

Thescholarlymobility between Syria and Istanbul noubtincreasedfter the latter replaced Cairo as the
new imperial center in516 17. Here wo interrelatecbodies ofscholarshipemerge’® Several researchers
haveexaminel travelogueswhich offerperspective and informationabout theindividual experiene of
Syrian scholarandtheir networksm the new imperial capital. These scholaggally came to Istanbul for
patronage and new appointmefft Someresearchers, on the other hahdye studiedhe interaction of
Ottoman scholabureaucrats with locatholars and elite in Greater Syt@ashedight on the other side of
the coin.Ottoman scholarg Syriawere usuallyofficials, and hey were obliged to carry oiricessant

41 Carl F. PetryThe Civilian Elite of Cairo in the Later Middle Ag@3rinceton: Princeton University Press, 1981).

“2Ertujrul ¥kten, f@AScholars and Mobility: -ShalBONiuignmigrhaa,ydo Asse
Osmanl & Arrydi2013)n6dT0a r é

“Abdurrahman At-él, AMobilityuset aboholgaSshahdrFgr @asitem oh al
Fi fteent hlsl@eiolLitetaturg and Intédctual Life in Fourteenthand FifteenthCentury Anatoliaed. A. C. S. Peacock
and Sar a NurVerdg 206§ 3163R.Er go n

44 Pfeifer, Empire of Salons24i 56.
45 For a recent study that puts these two bodies of work into a fruitful dialoguiéjdee

46 For example, se¥ ehoshua Frenkel, AThe Ottomans and the Nl uks thr
Cent ur iThesMamlakOtioman Transitioned. Conermann and e n ; PfeiferetA&ibg7;,@bdidsitarr Tog

El haj hamed, fKb&gHaeGmeMu hHinh bQuobik ivitddeniyyabivV ©dDo ¢ CRUiiyye Adl & Seyahatn
' zerine BiNg skKnac ekl aernkei,yoat Al ax48&01MaAi26r €é Der gi si
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negotiations with local power holderisicluding scholars’’ They and locakcholas were entangled in
networlks of diverse relatioshipsranging from patronage to teachimgdfrom friendship to enmity?®

The abovementioned worksaveemphasizé the multi-layered relatiortsip between two sides, Ottoman

scholars and local ongdowever theyhaveusuallytended to portrathese two sides as monolithic groups
andoverlooledtheir subcomponentg® such asSyrianH a n achofarbureaucrats, who, thobdew, were

intriguing figures forming an intermediate category of schofamriginally locd scholars butmostly

integrated into the Ottomdearnecdhierarchyas town judgesAjamg S scholaiis who fledto Damascus

from Iran afterthe Safavid took control, constituted another sgboup among Damascene scholdrs

newcomers tdamascusvho differed from the scholars belonging to thdé t Igngstanding families in

terms oftheir social network and culturaapital. Moreover,researcherbaveusuallytreatedDamascene

scholargn the early decades of Ottoman ruaéthout distinguishing betweether sucessive generations

This treatmenthas gone hand in hand with thetion (which | question throughout this studyjat the
youngergeneration of Damascene scholanfoyedthe samedvantageougositionthattheir fathers hadh
bargainingwith thenew empiré® To overcome such problembgtpresent dissertatidries togive a more

nuanced picture of thgenerationsgliques and subgroups among Damascene schol&. example, as

will be seen in the sixth chaptevhile Najm atDin a-Ghazy w&& U&i 60 schokdiocal fr om a
family in Damascus his teachers MuhibbDgh atHamaw) and Monl a Esed were r es
Ha n af Q-bweadctrattharesided in Damascus after his retirenfsorh town judgeshigndan A j a mQ

ShUf i 6 vhosmnlyratedafrom Iran. Moreover, the latter twelonged to thearliestpostMamluk

generation of scholars in Damascus. That is, they diffefirean the previous generatisof scholars who

had witnessed the Mamluk rule in the ditytheir politicalexperienceThis studyhighlights thediversity

of the scholars living in Damascus based on their generational, ethnic, professional, and legal affiliations

47For example, seBfeifer,A Encount er af Ter ut Mé uSHiaiyyaQuarterefDamascus at the Beginning of
Ottoman Rule: The Ambiguous Relations between Religious Institutioma n d  Wa g f  $yriacapdeBilad &Sham uaderi n
Ottoman Rulegd Sluglett and Webef69 91.

“YAstrid Meier, AiPerceptions of a New ERmabicai,ing. ¢ 004):c4484;, Wr i t i ng
Wi nter, fiOttoman ©afies,i " ADAmwsdadoit hPCul ture?o
“For example, see the @AAr absEmpireofSaloss Rumi so6 dichotomy in Pfeif

50 For example, Pfeifer describes the meeting of Badd alnn ugkawn 30yearold scholar) and Abd @Ra h 0-#ab b 0s o ( a
respected 6yearolds chol ar) in | stanbul in 1638sasft thdsempesohdiajflnspaad f At wo
and cultural capitalThis consideration leads to odd conclusionith& a dD o reGlad zz 9 ent ered | stanbul I il
camehe taught, he conqueréd. Fefeci f er iTo G&320%r Together, o 77
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while simultaneously tracing thestory under Ottoman rule by employing the overarching categdry o

fiDamascene scholdrm reference to thecommonurban identity.

Michael Winter has arguedhat after the conquest, scholars in Damascus encountered an increasingly
consolidatingottomanlearnechierarchy, which made them realie difficulty of ther employment in the

core imperial landgAnatoliaBalkanscompley. To overcome this, local scholars changed their madhhab
totheH a n 8dhadpl, which was the official madhh#Rafeghasalso discussdthis madhhalzonversion

in Ottoman Syria in aearlierarticle>? Yet the emphasis on the role of madhhab should not overlook the
fact that the language barrier was another reasdhdmnot being employeth the cae lands of the empire.

More importantly Ottoman scholabureaucrats enjoyed mechanisms sudhasystem of novitiatstatus
(mullzemek to control entrances to tH@ttoman learnedtierarchy?® Thus, the majority of schars from

the Arab provindtdasafBamdf & eand e ma ibureautratic hidraschyd e t h e
throughout the sixteenth centuip. that sense, the full integration of the judgeship of Damascus into the
Ottoman hierarchgf positionsandthe appointment of the judges of Damascus from among the Ottoman
scholarbureaucrats after the mgixteenth century appears as an important development that allowed
Damascene scholars to enter into imperial relationship netévarke of the themes this sdiertation

scrutinizes in several chapters.

This dissertation is also connected to studies on endowments and imperial patfamnaddiura has
highlightedthe richness of Damascene endowments in the late Mamluk and early OttostaiRaraard
vanLeeuwa has demonstratéde multipleroles endowments assumedtie social, legal, and economic

life of Ottoman DamascuS.Among these endowments, madrasas had a special place. Few studies,

however havetracal the history of madrasas as educational institisfimm Mamluk to Ottoman period$

Wi nter, fAThe Judiciary of Late& Mamluk and Early Ottoman Dam:

52 Abdul-KarimRafeqfi Re | at i ons bet we andtheaCttamarSSiatetnh @ B U§ b mé ®rientaMoBe2not ur y , o
18 (79), no. 1 (1999): 685.

Mehmet Kpkirli, fAOsmanlé Klmiye Texkkilaténda M¢l azemet Si st
Ait M¢l aze mBineyXajy t Avariep @ Ar a(@9823:22Ma 1 a r Bdchdhéslangl Sutans83 134.

5% Mi ur a,SOilyyeshQuarter of Damascus at the Beginning®f t o ma n  R,uDynamism in tleeUnban Society of
Damascusl74-204.

%5 Richard van Leeuwenaqfs and Urban Structures: The Case of Ottoman Damdkounsion: Brill, 1999).

56 For example, seBurak,iDynasty, Law, and the Imperial Provincial Madiadae r i f e E& @Kudisie Bv €enkiziyye
Medresesi: Osmanl & T artinBkara TebdilidinkdnMidue®Bsi ma nViagk EMe dEesmeimpaé tair eA D&k g i
6, no. 10 (2020): 682. For an example from Cairo,dee f ana Has hmi , AiPatr onag-Azhar,15@ a | Pr ac
1 6 5 @hbhdigs., New York University, 2014).
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On the other hand, imperial investmentsd construction projecis the three major cities oDttoman
Syriad Damascus, Aleppo, and Jerusafemre relatively more studiedThe existing literatre onthese
three citiesindelinesthedifferent trajectories of urbanization under Ottoman ?¥u n u s  &tghivat 6 s
research orapproximatelyfifty cities from the Balkap Anatolia, andthe Arab provincespresents
comparative analyses of these three citi@sng the Ottoman pid, both with each other and with other
cities of the empire, based warioussociaspatial attributegncludingdemography, revenue sources, and
built environment (the number of madrasdsyvish lodges, and mosquésy i | dkeanf e s dhaso | |
examinedhe imperial constructions iDamascus and Aleppo throughout the sixteenth ceftBie has
arguedthat Ottoman mperial complexef Syriadiffered intheir targetsuch asomnercial, religious, or
military purposesNeverthelessthey usuallyincluded components offering posts fdocal and imperial
scholars.Thus, thke imperial endowments in Damascuseated new spaces dfiteraction between
Damascenscholars and imperial authorities. Imperial alitecasionally stipulatethatthe teaching posts

in thar endowmentsvould goto local scholars and thedescendantdVoreover, the increasing number of
scholarly posts in these huge endowments channeled the competitibe lfcal scholars with new
parameters and variableShis dissertation adds to Kaféesg | ey@apening examination of the
architectural trajectory of Damascusvivid description of th&ariousprocesses ahdividual patronage

by examining theetworks of relatiortsip between people in and outside institutions through the life stories
of scholarsvho werepatrons and protégéisemselves

Sources

This dissertatiorbuilds on different types of primary sourcd#erary andarchival,some of which, to the
best of my knowledge, have never begitized before These sources includaographical dictionaries,
histories, annals, traveloguasholarlycertificates if (ka), fatwas,and endowment registetisatshed light

on the life stories of members of the Ghaamily or of their contemporaries during the period under

SKaf esci dijel U,mafglen otf GBffman) andVi&sterd, BhenQtbman City between East and WeSsiny Singer,
Palestinian Peasants and Ottoman Officials: Rural Administration around Sixt€amttury JerusalerfCambridge: Cambridge
University Press]1994); Singer Constructing Ottoman Beneficenc&n Imperial Soup Kitchen in JerusalefAlbany: State
University ofNew Yor k Pr es s yi, Al Otbdgn CenidDmyTher Distficd & derusalem in the 160(BUNY Press,
2012); Heghnar Zeitlian Watenpgh, The Image of an Ottoman City: Imperial Architecture and Urban Experience in Aleppo in
the 16th and 17th Centuri€keiden: Brill, 2004); Robert Hillenbrandhe Architecture of Ottoman Jerusalem: An Introduction
(London: Altajir World of Islam Trus2002).

8Ujur, AMapping O-Spatanbefimitiofs ahdiGeospings$1dIO7 @0 ) . 0

%Kafesciojlu, Aln the | mage of RIim. o
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examination.Some of thee sourcesbelonging to thethree Ghazzs, provide autobiographical and
biographical informatiomnd contain clues reflecting the Gha@®erspective onthe world around them
Since some ofheseaccounts, assessments, and criticisms are potentially partial, biasesigdemeand
incompleteit is necessary tatilize the woks o contemporary authote check and balance the information
they provide.

Radiyy atDg1 Abl al-Barakl (d. 1459, the father ofRadiyy alDg akGhaz) (d. 1529), pened a
biographical dictionary containing the lives®fh U schofagmainly from Sria and Egyptwho died in
the firsthalf of the fifteetth century?® This work contains several autobiographical accounts amhzhg
biographical entrydevotedto aut h o r 6, Ahmbada(t. 14215 It also provides a rich picture of the
network ofregiond and interregionalelationships thahese two Ghazzs Ihthudhelps tashedight on

the history of theearly generations of tH@hazpfamily in Damascus

Najm atDd atGhaz#)(d. 1651) also hasvo biographical dictionariesl-KawO k al4s U6 i oy nf Gal a
mi 6 -4 s & [The ®andering Stars amgithe Notables of the Tenth Centjfyandits continuationLutf
al-samarwaqatfalt hamar mi n t-tabadd p-u ImU a marmareUedl 0 [EBhe Reasure of
Evening Conversatioand the Gathering dfruit from the Biographies of Nothds of he First Layer of the
Eleverth Centuny].%® These two works aramong themain sources of the present studixKawU k is hn
ambitious project that covetbe biographies of more thah,500individuals. It followsthe centennial
biographicaldictionarywriting traditionin SyroEgypt® The biographes inal-KawU k aréthe Muslim

elite who died duringhetenthh i fentgry (circa. 1495.592) mainly in Syria, EgyptAnatolia and the

Balkans In that sense, the work provides a Damascene perspentilie Gtoman imperial elite as well as

80 Radiyy alD A b T -Baaat Muhammad alG h a Bahiad-N U z i UTartim al-Mutaakhkhi;ppminalSh Uf i é6rypyéa a |
(Beirut; D& ibn Hazm, 1421).

6BlAI-Ghazzi@Bl 120

62Najmal-D 0 @ h a zakKda w U k-Baiva t-Ady(h a-Mida al-tishira, ed.Khald al-Mangd r (Beirut: D& al-Kutub atlimiyya,
1997).This edition of the work has a number for each biographical entry. Throughout the dissertation, | have given reference to
these atry numbers instead of the page number whenever | havelised wU k i b .

83 |dem Lutf d-Samarwa Qatf alThamar min Tagim Ad/(h al-Tabaga al 7 IUmin aFQarn atH(d9Ashar ed. Mahmd ak
Shaykh (Damascus: Mta at Thadfa wa atlrsh(tl aFQawn 1981).This edition of the work has a number for each biographical
entry. Throughout the dissertation, | have given reference to these entry numbers instead of the page number wheneeer | have
Lutf a-Samar

64 Two previous representatives of this tradition lare Hajar (d. 1449) and s8akHd(d. 1497), who wrote the biographies of
individuals from respectively the eighth and the ninthjagnturieslbn Hajar alAsgalhg Al-Durar al-KUmina §A dy aMi dca
al-Thmina ed.Muhammad A. Khar{india, 1392); Shamal-D o Muhammad b. Abdl-R a h mal$ia k h, Blab@ w 6L naid
li-Ahl aFQarn atTUsid (Beirut: D al-Jd, 1992).
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a retrospective loolat the transition and integratioexperience ofSyriain the sixteeth century.In al-
KawU k ,iNajm a-Dgn gives detailed entriegor the biographie®f his grandfatheand father as well as
severalother members of the Ghagiamily. In this regardal-KawJ k is lan attempto reconstruct the
family past from the eyes of its author in the early sevetttesmntury.

Najm atDgn 6 s sbeographiodl dictionarylLutf aksamar an addendun(dhay) of al-KawU k ,iishess

ambitious in scopet bnly coverdhefirst third ofthe elevethh i ¢gent@y €ircal592 1623) andcontains

little less than three hundrdxographical entrigswhich aredevotedmostly to contemporaripamascene

scholarslt thusvividly illustratesNajm altDgn 6 s p e r s o of eelhtionsire HisvihenretownLutf al-
samaralsocontains detailed autobiographical information abitsuauthod s s chol ar |l y. and pe
Unlike al-KawU k ,i winich has a retrospective loak the past cemry and generationd_utf alFsamar

providesan individual perspectiveon the a u t & own @geand contemporariesvhich thusmadeit

occasbnally more tendentiousThis work also contains information about some membkthe Ghaza

family, including Najmal-DO n 6 s b r ot hBeing awaren af thes taps 0f taking Najmab n 6 s
accounts of his family members and his personal relations at face value, this dissertation reads Najm al
Donbés works critically by c¢ompwithagailabléentempofayyr mat i

sources whenever possible.

Hitherto,someresearcherBave utilizedNajimaltDo n 6 s b i o g r a p ésprimary sowiceferthé onar i e
biographiesof scholarsfrom the sixteenth andarly seventeentitenturies® No studyhasusedthem to

write ahistory oft h e Gandlyzirzthe sixteentlt ent ur vy, h o w eShaskh, the édi@ohahl d a |
Lutf alsamar haswritten a detailedbio-bibliographical surveyf Najm alDodns | i f e and wor k¢
relying onal-KawU k andLutf aFsamar.®® Tarek Abuhusayhas also examined the scope and structure of
a-KawJk inhismast er 6 s t hthebibgsaphichl wankg of fivé dthier hiians from Damascus

and Aleppao comparehe historiographical traditions dhetwo citiesin theealy Ottomanperiod®’

Apart frombiographical dictionariefothBadr atDg and Najm aD@ wroteatravelogueof their visitto
Istanbul.Badr atDO gives a detaéd account of his travel to thendsof R T randhis almost yeafong
stayin Istanbul in1530 31 in hisal-MatU | i-ba & i y-man © i [lanli fjhg Rising of the Full

Moon on tfe Stations of the Lands 81 mHe was obliged to visit the neimnperial centeto renewthe

8 For a prosopography based on boibrks, sedRafeq,i Re |l at i ons bet wede mantdh & hS®y rOtam mathl aSmlat
6See editor 0aGhazgilutbducti on in

67 Tarek AbuHU s ay n , i Hi st alMhoaght inam @ttontdn Warld: Bibgaaical Writing in 16th and 17th Century
Syria/BiladalShamo ( MA Thesi s, Il stanbul, Sabancé University, 2010).
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appointmentiplomas(bet(ts) for the postshe occupiedn Damasas. His travelogue giveslues about
Damascene schol ar s 6w emein ealy Ottoman Danfascuk. lalso comtains
autobiographical information about Badr2lp nearyy life and scholarly careeBeveral studies have
examinedal-M a t Uhldiffedent context& For instance, using it as a sourBéeiferhas analyze®adr at

Dhdos relations with the Ot tvothmatiee cantext ¢f thhencoonteDoh ma s ¢ u ¢
Ottoman scholars and their counterparts in the Arab provinaaidrsalons(majU | ).iSke has described

al-MatU | s én act oprovincialintegrationatthe social levef?

Najm atDgn §amrneyto Istanbuj on the other hand, took placeli23. His reasons faravelingto Istanbul

were similar to that of his fathefle neededo issue @erlt for a local madrasthathad recently been taken

from him by anotherS h U schotagin Damascuslajm atD 0dons t r aal-lgd abnganzem  fribla a |

i | ERTafiThe Arranged Necklace in the Travel to the Land®df washithertobelieved to be lost.

Ma h mT -8heikhiclaimshat the workhad beetost (ma f §’fMichael Winter statethatia copy of t |
travel ogue [ é] i s bel iibrane(dtanbut), mb. @o. 1380t baitt aecdrdingto K° pr ¢
my researchhis reference leads to a manuscript copyabMatU | iBadr atD gdonsforementioned

travelogue, not Naimd@ o nbés wor k.

During my research, | discovered an extant copfNajm alD ¢ nt@welogue,al-Rihla, locatedin the
collection ofthe Wagfiyya ManuscripLibrary in Aleppo’? Although it is inaccessibldue to the war in
Syria,a microfilm version of same copyfisrtunately available in the Juma Almajid Center for Culture and

68 For exampleE k r e m K © miMékki Seydmman®esi: Hicri OnuneMiladiOn Al t éncé AsBoldak & r Awual z
Seyyah! adammatdbn AnMdd a} Na h r a w01 @l-D 9 Bluh@nmedrlbn Muhammad-& h a z @agh Semineri

Dergisi 2, no. 1 (1937): 13 0 ; Mustafa S. K¢-¢kak- &, i KkKIi Arapl Al Umusi ar &P a g
Osmané Kstanbul u Sempo z yluHaziranR201Bed.iFeriduh Bl.rEmecenza®d EidrahySafa Girkan (Istanbul:
Kstanbul B¢y ¢ kke:hil-86 BR4A lefdi ¥ lelp® MuhdrinBdBadsth a z @ &ssays in Arabic Literary

Biography, 13501850, ed. Joseph Lowry and Devin Stewart (Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz Verlag, 20095 9Blger Glaube,

Skepsis, Poesie: Arathe IstanbuReisende im 16. untl7. Jahrhunder(Wiirzburg: Ergon Verlag, 2011); Abd&®ahim Abu

Husayn and Tarek AbHusayn,Bedreddin €Gh a&mzign Kst anbu( | Steyrmthwlt:nahetsanbAbl Ti car et
Husaynanddbu Hussei n, AOn the Road to the Abode of Felicity: Obs
i n 18s800r3, do.6 (July 2017): 334.

Opfeifer , ATo Gat hiddl AlSopsgeePfeliedempir® of Sabnsch. 2.
OAl-G h a ZA.atfp107.

" Michael WiGratz ¢ ii , HistdriAne of the Ottoman EmpirgOnline: University of Chicago, 2007)
https://ottomanhistorians.uchicagdu/en/historian/edazzi.

2Wagfiyya Library,ms.180.
17



Heritage in Dubai® This copyconsists ofL.81 folios and its colophon pagtaesthatthe authocompleted

it in Dhu atlHijja 1034 (October 1625), that, isvo years after his returnfrom Istanbulto DamascusThe

work contains detailedewinformation about N\aimabonoés experi ence in Ottoman
of relations with the imperial elite in Istanbul. It alsieeddight on thelocal politics andinternalstrife in

the Ottoman capital ia chaotic periodf Ottoman histor§ the years between the regicide of Osman Il (r.

1618 1622) andheenthronement of Murad IV (r. 16280). A comparative reading dhetravel accounts

of Badr atDg1 and his son Najm &g enables us to observe the expansion of the network of Damascene
scholargn the imperial centeandtheir changing perceptions and expectatiousra century of Ottoman

rule.

Apart from the abovementioned work$iete are more than twenty published and more than fifty
unpublished worksdelonging tothe three Ghazz.§ Theseare primarily writings in Islamic religious

disciplines. Yetsome of them are related twnreligious fields, includingagriculture, poetry, and

linguistics. Some researchers have examined these works. For exdtigisandar Shopov has studied

Radiyy atD9 & book on agricultural techniques and plantatib) mi 6  f-mair [0Bh ad fagd j awUmi 6
al-f i | [Gdmplete Rules for Elegae in all the Uses of FarminglAhmad Sharkas has examinBddr

al-D ¢ nadBurr al-nadd) d f ¢ -mlud Getrmans t [ lie Adanged Pearls on the Manners of the

Teacher and the Studen guidebook for Islamic educatichBadr atDon al so pemalhed sev
treatises on a wide range of topgtgh as the limbs die human body andtiquette Pfeiferhasexamined

hisRis Ul a {thdi @ H) Kraeltise on Table Manners] to analgtiée dining culture in the early modern

Ottoman Empiré? Badr atD ¢ aisowroteal-Durr al-t h a m nU of ads hmau 9b aHamy ydand n

[ The Valuabl e Pear |l on U(aandaiSsacmujctishingaschblalydebataith Ab T H:
KénbBdézAli Efendi, the Ot t thecarmct pranchgaton 6§ ) didemeascus,

73The Juma Almaijid Center for Culture and Heritage, material number: 238096//www.almajidcenter.org/

7 For alist of Badal-D gons weeeEK sg e r Al-ODigBviailthmmad alGhaz® , &ssaysirArabic Literary Biography, 1350
185Q ed.Lowry and Stewart9§99.1 have relied mostly on ElaRPgroé&s twdlanat atkF ons |
D gons  w see thesintroduction ial-G h a Z.atfd ,

Al eksandar Shopov, f@iBetween the Pen and the Fields: Books o
the OttomarEastern Mediterranean ca. 15007 0 @hDdigs., Cambridge, Massachussets, Harvard Usitye2016).

®"Ahmad Hi kmat &banRlasz z § BEWBAIST7AM 89 Manual on lamic Scholarship and Education,
al-Durr al-Nadidd PHD diss., Harvard University, 1976); Badt-D 9 a-Gh a zA+Burr a-Na d o d f @Mu & gadadb wa |
Must,adfbdi Yaqub N alakMiétg(ahlibah: MEkeaba al a w6 i Ysihaiyyaa 2009).

“"Hel en Pfeifer, ifiThe Gul per and the Slurper: A Le3ourtabn of Mi
of Early Modern History24, no. 1 (2020): 4562.
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Quranic wordsg® Pfeifer has contextualized this debate within the framework of scholarly encounters
betwe@ local and Ottoman scholars in Damascene gathefings.

This dissertation also utilizescholarly certificatesi (j Jandiendowment register§he aforementioned
biographical dictionaries and travelogues contaipies ofcertificates issued by the Gh&zo othersor
vice versa@® Pfeifer hasstudiedthe certificate Badr @D 0 n i te Givizadd Mehmed Efendi (d. 1587)
the Ottoman judge of Damasctrs,authorize hinin hadithtransmissiorf*

An Ottoman endowment registgives information about Radiyy-® 0 n 6 s efdawmierlt ig Damascus

dated 1528/9° This record gives information abailtte stipulations estatesand revenue generatasthis

endowmentlt sheds light otheprivate propertyofa3hfoi § udge i n ear |Thissburceo man O
together with Radiyy aD § nabowementionetteatiseon agriculture illuminatehis economiconcernas

a judge.

This dissertation also benefits fraantemporary histories and biographical dictionafid® name a few,
al-Busraw &. 1500) annalgive an account of events in Damascus in 14649924 Ibn Tawd) &. 1509)
annalsdealswith the period 148015008 Ibn Ti In{d. 1546)covers the eventsking place in Damascus

in the period 14801546% He also provides biographical information for the juddd3amascus in the late

8 For exampleseeMe h me t Eren, i K eile Bddeddi® d@a zAzl i aEflédsn@&dnid B i r Int@raationaé Kk ma , 0 i
Symposi um on K(&stardll duna3d,&01B.a mi | y

®pfeifer, fitBenrc otuhnet eQonaguest . O

80 Badral-D g al-G h a zAEMya, t U FBaddiyyaadial-Man(kil al-Rl miyya ed. aiMahd@ aFRawltiyya (Amman: [t al-Flis,
2004), 2019.

81 This certificate is located in the Kastamonu Ruhibrary, ms. 970, 231240b. Se® f ei f er AA New Hadith Cu
82BOA.TT.d-393/87.

83 For a detailed survey of these soureee Fatih Yahya AyaMe ml ¢ k| er 6 d e T gmkardx Tivkerariff ldurumdy - i | er
2020).

84 Alaeal-D 9 A 0b. Yi suf b. Ahmad aBusraw) TUikh al-Busrawp Safatit Majhilamin T i k h D éAsraldMiardlik fed.
Akram Hasan atlUlabj(DamascudBeirut: DO+ aFMad im li al-Tur(th, 1988).

85 Shalth al-D 9 AhmadIbn Tawq, Al-Tadd: Yawmiyyt S h a ralkbb) Ahmad b. Tawged. J&ar Muh(ir (Damascus: Institut
Fran-ais d6Etudes Arabes de Damas, 2000) .

8 Shamsal-D o1bnT 1 |, Muilkaha atKhill Ch foHaw(Hith al-zan’h, ed. Khalil Mansur (Beirut: & al-Kutub aklmiyya, 1998);
lbn T1 | HawHith Dimashq alyawmiyya: Ghad t -gre# al-dJt h npU-al-S h U n6i 9812hijrg (A Daily Chronicle of
Damascus Just Aftéhhe Ottoman Conquest, A.D. 152044, Unknown Extracts from Ibn Tolun's Chronilafakahat alKhillan)

ed. Ahmad N. Ibesch (Damascus, 2002). This last work was reproduced underTikikhlal-SHm ©Matla’ al-Ahd atUthmChg

929 951 h. / 15201544 m. (Abu Dhabi: O al-Kutub atWataniyya 2009).
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Mamluk era in another worK.lbn Ayyi b (d. 1592) wries biographies of Damascenes who died between

1344 and 1598 AI-Birgq@® s (d. 1614) work contains the B% ograpt
Ibn al-Hanba® s ( d . grhghiéakd)ctionary providesan Aleppine perspectiven the sixteenth

century Syrian educated elit€® With these souces in hand, it is possibl® pursuethe scholarly
communityods daily agenda i n Otamaasle Uheyab pratentrmadyat e Me
details aboutth&h az @ ¢l i ves and their contemporariesd opini

Conceptual andMethodological Framework

This studyis about the biographies of three scholars from a Damascene scholarly fathéyWamluki
Ottoman transitionHere, | will first give a sens of my conceptual framework bglarifying my use of
Atransitieons,ta@nmy ngn o f oafdsmy htitizatiarr osgme €¢oacepits Ibarrowed from
social networlanalysis Then, | will presenimy methodological framework by exjténg my approdt to

Aibi ogr apawmakingadh d i
Transition

ATransitionodo in this dissertati on,andetheepra&kesteoin t he
Syro-Egyptthat startedvith andrelated directlyto the Ottoman takeover of Mamluk territoriesatiswes

the fundamentaljuestionof what the Ottoman conquest brought to the previously Mamluk haitdsut

overlooking the fact that the region hableadyhosted a complex society and stdte this regardthe

transitional approach t8yro-Egypt seeksto examine continuities and changes between two petiiogls,

Mamluk and Ottoman, putting the diverse bodies of literature and sources in didlogtransitionstarted

in 1516 inSyriaand in 1517 in Egypt after Ottoman victories over the Mamluk armigthafinal demise

of the Mamluk Sultanat®©n the other hand, it is harddetermine a fixed point dse end of this transition.

Can we study, for instance topic in the eighteenttentury Damascus within the contexitlog transition

81bnT T |, QuodD & ma AlTughr atBas£m fi Dhikr man Wulliya Gad0al-SHm, ed. Salh al-D § al-Munajjid (Danascus:
al-Majma’ atllmi al-Arabg 1956).

8 Sharafal-D 6 ni stbn Ayyi b, Al-Rawd at U ir fomUTayassara min Akilb Ahl al-Qarn al-SCbi' il UKhitUm alQarn al* shir
(Beirut: D& al-Kutub atImiyya, 2020).

89HasanaB | r,gaihm a-Aqth mi n AzZamia édi Sah4dl-D 6 n-Mumajjid, (aFMajma atllmi al-Arabg 1959).

% Muhammad Ibn aHanbaf Durr al-Habab  T(tikh Ad/(h Halah ed. Mahmd Fkhirgand Yahy) ZakariyyJ Abblra
(Damascus: Wida atThadfa, 1972).
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from Mamluk rule toOttoman rule? Here, differenckstweertheshortterm mediumterm, and longerm
effects ofthetransitionappeasf*

Ottomans made efforts to establisktablegovernment imew provincesafter the conquesMeanwhile,
the Ottoman imperial bureauarg, ideology and culture underwent significant transformations partly in
response to and because oédb effortsand related encounter§he interaction between the Ottoman
government and iteew Arab provincesandthe changingdomestic andnternationalcontexs had show,
medium, and longterm impacts ofoth sidesFor examplein the political map, Aleppo evolved into an
administrative center independent from Damascasral the miesixteenth centufd a topic which can
be contextualized within thegmework ofthe Mamluki Ottoman transitionEconomically, however, its
integrationto the PaxOttomanicabore fruits fully only from the seventeenth centuignward®® or
demographically, itpreviousethnoreligious compositiotransformed significantlgnly in the second half

of the seventeenth century bysabstantial increase ithe proportion of noMuslim populatiof*d two
othertopicswhich could bénandledn thesame frameworkT hat is, he ransition experiensfrom Mamluk

to Ottoman rule were diverse differentregions andields. Thus, as mentioned before, this dissertation
follows the transition through certeareas such as judicial system and scholarly networks.

This study focusegnthetransitiod s e f Damadcene schmis The Damascenscholarly community
wasa tightknit communitybut not a monolithic onelt consisted of no#ureaucratic, bureaucratic, and
immigrant individuals andyroups, whose transition experieacgeem to be differentMoreover, the
transition experience of suesive generationdiffered as well Radiyyal-D ¢ and his peersvere elderly
generation of scholars in 1516, whereas Badly § and his peers were younger ones. Their careecial
statugs and netweks of relations weralissimilar, which madetheir podtion vis-a-vis thenew regime
different. Readingheir life stories comparativeBnablesasynchronieexamination of Damasceseholarly
community in the first decade of Ottoman rul®n the other hand, Najal-D § and his peers were

representatives ohe postMamluk generations in Damascushey never witnessed Mamluk rule. Thus,

91 For a similar emphasis on this subject, see Conermankand, fAl ntroducti on: Al8Transitional F

92 Aleppo, whichwas a sulprovince éancaf i n the province of k a m, beylesbeypdorng an i nde
S¢l eymands Safavid EnsemakargXWl i n Y(E 48] d Sddoam-m KB a giacdrE@dya t
Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dgisi 13, no. 1 (2003): 3574,

93 Eldem, Goffman, anasters,The Ottoman Citydtween East and We Aleppo, Izmir, and Istanb29i 40.

94To follow transformations in ethaligious composition of Aleppo during 1500700, see figures 5, 10, 15, 20, 2dnU] u r ,
iMappi ng Ot t o nSpatial Odfiiidneasd Gro8pingsi (18160700)0
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their life experiencean comparison with the lives of their fatheaiows a diachronicexamination of
Damascene learnecietyin transition

Scholarly family

Countless stiies on individual scholars and scholarly lifethve early modern peridgaveunderlinel the
significance of familybackground and network for individual success in scholargupordingly, those
enjoyingkinshipwith educated people usually habletterchanceof receivingtheproper educatiorequired

to become future scholars. Once tihegamescholas, they simultaneously became eligible for numerous
positions available and reserved for them in endowments and state Seswate as professorship and
judgeship. Such lucrative positions guaranteed thestipe and netwoskin thesocialand political realms

as well asincome Accordingly, their children could access the necessary means of knowledge and
scholarship relatively earlier and easier. Orimytwere adud their fathesbsocial prestige and political
networls allowedthem to undertake similar roles atadeplace their fdters in their positions or equivalent
ones. Thipathwayof succesbecamenestablishedustomin time, creatingeminen families remembered

in society for their previous generations of brilliant scholars

Despitethe explanatios above the termfi s ¢ h o | a rolwlyich i eomidiyyusedin the literature,

remairs ambiguousSeveral questions make the picture more carafgid: When does a standard family

evolve into a scholarly one? How many scholars or generations of scholars do we need to call a group of
people enjoying kinship a Aschol arl y fUppmwhihyta ? Do
base the niwon of the scholarly family?

Leading researcheis the field such ag apidus?® Gilbert® and Berkey’ have utilized théermii s c ho | ar | vy

f a mi withoat providing detailed descriptionof its contentand boundariesRecent scholarship on
Damascus contiras to emply the term without problematizingt L a p i d u s 6 Ghamberlaind e n t

BLapidus uses t he spdeitrads eapidusMusirmaities imthei Later Mdle AgegCambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1984), 109, and 110.

9 See the chapter® Sholarly Familiesof Damascigs i n Joan E. Gil bert, AThe Ul ama of Med
Worl d of I s | a mhDdissS Benkeldy,aUmigebhsity mCalifornia, 1977), 1925 ; Gilbert, Al nstitut
Muslim ScholarshipandrPo f essi onal i zati on of t BtediaUlamic®a (1980): 10de di e v al Damasc

97 Jonathan Berkey,he Transmission of Knowledge in Medieval Cairo: A Social History of Islamic Edn¢atinceton: Princeton
University Press, 1992), 150, 164.

%For example, see Basil, fdBeneath Biography: Attitudes towar
Century Ottoman Damascus, 0 6 6Miuralf@Ter,a nls2i8t,i oIln3 70,f dlikiRixteeddt7l 8a. makl sF
Century Damascus.
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however,avoids usingthe term,preferring insteadhe termfi ¢ i v i | iaalhh hausehotdethough

without defining that eithef® He usesihousehold as an equivalent ahe Arabic word bayt (literally

fihous®), andstates thaDamascene societyonsistef three mairbodies military households, civilian

households, and othensrimarily common people). In otherwords he wuses fAcivilian hol
a large compaent of Damascene societyamely norrmilitary but influential groupsThroughout the book,

however,he often employs thisterm to denote whatrevious scholarshipalledthe i shalarly family. o

Thus,thec ont ent of the Aci vilsieem dloi tda fH ®@us atuaclhd of r dare

f a miwhilg eferringto the same actors.

Ottomanistsslightly differ from Chamberlain in their usage of tteemf h o u s ewhiohthety, usually
take as thequivalent of the Turkish workl a flitérally fidoard or figated).?° Several studies have utilized
fihousehold as a social structure to examindtdinan sociepolitical history through the lens of the
households of sultansjziers, provincial governorsand local dignitarie’ Recently, Michael Nizri has
usal theconcepto analyze the Ottoman learned establishrfarihe first timein his study of thénousehold
of keyhg¢lisland®e}zul l ah Efendi

Despite its ambiguites | prefer to use fischolarly familyd ins
study for several reasorfarstly, the former refers to a social structure more modestéand cayty; it
thusprovides a more suitable framework to connect the livahefthreeG h a 2 AlihoughHathaway

points out thathouseholdsof different types and sizecould exist in various settingshe dominant
perceptionn the literaturds thata householadontaired several slavegqrotégésclients,recruited guards,

significant financial resourceand a mansion or palat8 Al-G h a zdid ot havemuch of thesein the

period under examination

99 ChamberlainKnowledge and Social Practici 26.

WFEor a brief history of the ¢ oneArgbtandihb Butkishecontext, dime Hathawag | ami ¢ h
fi Ho u s e hEntydapaedia ohlslaped.Kate Fleet et al., 201&or a review of the usage of the term by Mamluk and Ottoman

historians, see Hathawalhe Politics of Households in Ottoman Egypt the Rise of the Qaz{@@ambridge: Cambridge University

Press, 1997), 121. For a moreecentreview of the usage of the terim the literature see Michael NizriDttoman High Politics

and the Ulema Househo(&pringer, 2014).

101 For exenplary studies that utilize household as a social structure, see Rifaat AiEZMida | , AiThe Ottoman Vezi
Households 1683703:A Pr e | i mi nJaurngl offhe finterican,Odental Sociehy74, 43847; MetinKunt,The Sul t ané s
Servants: The Transformation of Ottoman Provincial Government,i 1550 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1983).

102 Niizri, Ottoman High Politics

103Forexamplek ey h ¢l i sl am Feyzull ah Ef endi 6 sthdviriar and pashh libuseholtshn siseany pr c
See Nizri, 9.
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Secondly, the concepf i h 0 u s e h orbuddéned wsth political implicationsiat haway writes,
prototype of the Ottoman elite househdiThdeGWwagzonat L
family, however,was notso political in the narrow meaning of politicsThey were notfor example,

bureaucratic scholamsho participatedn the governance of the empgireor were they influential elitan

the capital city. Insteadhey were powerful actors in Damascene sociatgely because of thegocial,

cultural, and scholarly cégl.

The presentissertationdoes notattempt tocome up with acomprehensivalefinition of the concept
ischol anYeyitcobnsidars family in Damascus learned society as a aatiddased on blood tie

as the minimum requiremertiong with a unavoidable historical togetherness in sharing a cumulative and
alterable normaterial familyheritage that usually finds iSmplestar t i cul ati on byam oneds
extraction fisbgd. A scholarthus had diachronic ties wittscholarly figures frm his ancestors in
shoulderingthel at t e r @sfamb, restige,aachevements, failures, religiosity, and any other deeds
still present in societal memoryhis heritage did not have a strict and solid nature but was subject to change
and interpretatio in each generatioof scholars from théamily according tadheir needs and capacitis

t he hi st or y ilostrateGdeveral ihieshdlds amd to@sabled this process start and continue
operatingacross generations, and finally createldagarly families For examplestipulating an endowed
teaching post to acholar and his descendamist only guaranteed the transmission of wealthoss
generations othiis family but also encouraged its future membeentieavor to become competertidars

to succeedheir fathers as professorsthis postIn other wordsthis endowment provided theescendants

of a certain scholar with botie incentives tdollow the example of hinas a scholaand the financial
resources that facilitatethdreproducedhis action Onecrucialway tofollow his example was the effective
assumption and transmission of his academic production thnaariius means such asplaininghis

works in commentariesjersifying themwriting continuations to them, and tédag them by scholarly
certificates Another important threshold in building a family identity and history was writing biographies
of past scholarly figures from the family. By connecting their life stories to each other, a cohesive narrative
of the familys academic heritage could be creaféds redefineddentity and reconstructed history was no

l ess i mportant than individuasklf i fe experience in

104 Hathaway;The Politics of Households in Ottoman Egyi&. Nizri writes thatFeyzullah Efendi laced his protégés in strategic
posts, contrééd the appointments of the Ottoman digni scholars, and even intenedin the military and administrative
appointments made lige grand vizier. NizriDttoman High Politics
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This study considers the Ghgfamily as a historical constructisatherthan an independently acting entity

with inherent characteristicis history is conceivedsmore than the sum dfieindividual life stories of

its membersthough these wera significant componenThe members of th€ h a family, to illustrate,

were knowrwith the samenisba(al-Ghazz) even houghthey all lived in Damascusr centuriesand had

no notable physical connection tbe city of Gaza. Thisisbacarried with the individual names of each
family membertied them to the residential reality of thencestorsthough they themselves livad
Damascus. Thegontinued to beeferred to agithe Ghazao in biographical works written in Damascus

for centuries. Outside Damas;uhowever, anothearisba alDimash@ was usually mentioned next ab

Ghazz) because the latter alone was not sufficient to describe the cumulative heritage of the family in the

present timé®

This study accepts t he f acis$irreducibleto the interrelateddife storieg o f t
of threescholars fronthis family. In fact,the nucleatG h a family in the sixteenth centuigcludedseveral

male membersvho lackeda scholarly backgroundas well as female membenge know nothingabout

excepttheir namegsee Appendix A)Yet whatearnst h e Gh a ztlze@djettimans t f oihthis | y O
studyi s directl y r eltoadhidvedfame in bchoamshipGlinuesides ot appear tair
tobuildthes chol arl 'y history of the Ghazzq@ f threeoflthe wi t h
mostcelebrategcholarly members dhe family. In a single familiineage based on fatheon relationship,
RadiyyalDg n, ®®cr, aln-D Jddatjbmedathe scholarly identity of one anothsrmaerial

and noamaterial familyheritage andt$ assumption and -iaterpretation in three successive generations.

Thus,whilel abel i ng the Ghazzgs as scholarly family, thi
Social Network Concepts

While analyzing the conflicts and encounters itGdl azz9s 6 | i ves, I have used
social network analysis (SNA). SNA aims at exploring relational aspects of social structures dealing with
relational data through a set of methods developed for this purpose. It envisages societ stsuttte

composition of individual actors and their relations, and develops concepts and computation and

105 For example, see the intnoctory sentences of BadrBlh n 6 s b i thig att @ rh byRuir grHabak vol. 2, 4361 37.
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visualization techniques to capture this structtfré.is a rising trend to apply SNA in historical studi&s.
Though not many, there are examplegjgplication of SNA in Ottoman studies, t§8.

This dissertation mostly applies qualitative anal:
and their contemporaries. The absence of reliable big data providing a holistic view of the contemporary
scholarly society in Damascus andGllaz § s 6 pl ace in it has restricted
Still, UCINET, an opersource networanalysis and visualization software package, helped me visualize

the networkof BadradDonds conflicts with hHPs contemporaries

| have alsabenefited from conceptual richness in SNA. Explaininggdla z z 0 s 6 attitudes,
actions, | have given reference to several inspiring relational concepts such as geodesic distance,
homogenous connection, homophily, propinquity, and betweermesgrality. Geodesic distance is the
shortest path(s) (least number of step[s]) from an actor to another in a network. Actors tend to reach targeted
actors following the geodesic path as long as the connection is homogeneous, that is, provided the
relatiorship between the two is at a similar weight/value on both sides. For example, an individual in society
may not prefer to use the geodesic path to another individual if both do not enjoy the same status. Instead,
that individual searches for a powerful cention to the targeted actor, even if it requires more steps.
Homophily assumes that people sharing similar characteristics tend to be connected, whereas propinquity
supposes that people sharing the same place/geography tends to be céRneastigt, betveenness

centrality considers how many actors an actor connects to in the fewest steps, and regards the actor that ties

106 John ScottSocial Network AnalysigLondon: Sage Publications, 2013); Charles Kadusthilerstanding Social Networks:
Theories, Concepts, and Findin@xford: Oxford University Press, 2012).

107 SeeThe Journal of Historical Network Researttitps:/jhnr.uni.lu/index.php/jhnr/index.

108 Karen Barkey,Empire of Difference: The Ottomans in Comparative Perspe(faenbridge: Cambridge University Press,

2008) ; N . Al kan G¢nay and N. Abacé, AiDaj én Kki Yéze: Bur sadn
Anal i zi o (Sci emctailf iRee seerad cThe cCorumicadi idd) ; TZekheaep[ DPBKDAKJAbaz@lo
Kadar BajdaaGg-él ¢ Ol mak: Osmanl é& Topl umuh@®) So(sFail e mtjil fairc van dAKk

ResearchQon c i | of Tur RE¥LS(;T | ABKITUAK)a,hman At - &l , iProfessional and
of High Ottoman Scholars 41001 6 50) 06 ( Sci enti fic anuwncTielchmnfol Dgi RALF200RESsBET A K]
Abdurrahman At - @&l and G¢grzat Kami, AStudying Professional Ca
Chief Judges in the Ottoman Empire (1616 2 )ThedJournal of Historical Network Researatol. 7, no. 1 (2022)For more

examples and an assessment of some of these studi€ésaseema Al adaj , ADijital Beker’ Bil i ml

Literat¢r DEelfAdrkBDam 36i(2020)e7936, 0

1095 P, Borgatti, M.G. Everett, and L.C. Freemiiijnet 6 for WindowsSoftware forSocial Network AnalysiéHarvard, MA:
Analytic Technologies, 2002). S. P. Borgditetwork Netdraw VisualizatiofHarvard, MA: Analytic Technologie2002).

110 Kadushin,Understanding Social Networks3d 27.
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two or more components of a network as the most central actor. Thus, an actor with a high betweenness

degree appears as a key player imet@vork!?

The explanatory power of these concepts has facilitated me in tackling the dynamic and complex picture of

the networks of my biographees in a period of two centuries. To give an example, in Chapter IV, | have
aimed at an analytical explanatiohBadralDg n6s connections in |Istanbul wli
about a decade after the Ottoman conquest of Damascus. To this end, | have utilized the concepts of
homophily and homogeneous connectivity, which helps me to evaluate Bady akfrategic use of his

f at h e-nedwork ia theonew imperial capital in his favor.

I have used the concept of geodesic distance in ot
political networks in each generation. For example, Radifyaln coul d reach t he Maml
two steps from Mamluk Damas@u$e had connections to some people in Cairo who were in the immediate

circle of the sultan. Whereas hissonBadb@in needed four steps for a rob
Anafolia from early Ottoman Damascdusie had weak connections even with the new imperial elite, let

alone the Ottoman sultan.

| have also utilized the concept of betweenness centrality while explaining the logic of transmission of

knowledge via scholarly cefitates { j €) mahe contextof Badr#dnds early educati on
In this part, | have evaluated Radiyyb n6s strategy for collecting cer:
to his infant son. | have argued that such certificates obtainedduengen c hi | dhood al |l owed

a central place in the network of a new generation of students and living teachers in a discipline
Biography

The bographical turn irthe social sciences aims at examining society ftbeindividual upwards instead

of from thesocial structure downwardBor examplefibiographical sociologyas a subfieldleals with
individual life stories by employing sociological frameworks to understand social structures and
processes$t? In fact,my approactin this study resembldsiographical sociology in that my ultimate aim

to shedlight on Damascene scholarly communityroughthe biographiesof individuals Yet my purpose

is not limited tatheexaminatiorf mese and macrdevel structuresAs a historian| valueindividual life

experiencedecausdahey addto our knowledge about the paStemalKafadar suggests that historgan

111 Scott,Social Network Analysi83 98; KadushinlUnderstanding Social Network&7i 42.

22Mi chael Rustin, AReflections on ThedurnBd BographipahMeth@df iSodalur n i n S
Science: Cmparative Issuesral Examplesed Prue Chamberlayne et 8London: Routledge, 2000), B33.
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should not prioritizestructure and process ovée individual, otherwise thewill crossthe boundarief
history intosociology. He also underlingbe utility of a perspective that mentions systems, structures,
processes without breaking its connection with the individual and pefddhihls,| share the conviction
that At he f umofibhogrephidaladsearghfse® deitherathat of the whividual nor society, but
rather of the individuahs oc i8¢t y. o

Writing abiography allowshehistorian to establisadialogue between individual actors aheir culture

This dialogue resembles the reciprocal interaction tekt and context duringeading. Thus writing
biography isa dialogic processn which me alsocanhear the voice of the authtf In other wordsan

a ut hexpedasions, interests, limitations, and perspestigethe biographer would be decisive in the
biography. As a rather palar aproach among researchers in Ottomastdty, fimperial biography
writingd is an outcome of such tendencies of historians. It is an escape from institutional history and the
grand narrative of imperial structures without losing sincere intereatlierstanding them as the final goal.

It focuses on individual lives that reflect political and bureaucratic developraemisro human levels.

For that reasgnhistoriansof imperial biographygenerally studyimperial figureswho enjoyed high
geographicamobility in the service of the state in various bureaucratic and judicial caéi@somanist

scholarship has produceehgral good examples of imperial biography.

My approach resemblaemperial biography in someespects| observe the effects of devploents and

transformationsit theimperial level on individual livesdowever my studydiffers on the ground that my

13Cemal KafadalKi m Var Kmi k Biz Burada Yo] Kken: QOrstt adsbmdn!| éte tYen iY-a
2009), 1327.

14sSji mone L?2ssig, #fAlntroductdMode rBni olyirsatpohryi oi gnr Bibgrepdy ietwedds i sot gorrayp h
Structure and Agency: Central European Lives in International HistoriogragthyVolker R. Berghahn and Simone L&ssig (New
York-Oxford: Berghahn Books, 2008); 26.

WL ois W. Banner , iBeAmnprcaniHistpricad Revidiidsno.3(2099): 657986.

BMalte Rolf and Benedict TondaahrbicheriFir @gsehichtecOsteul)ithy mpr2a3020): e s Re v
270/ 81.

117 Cornell H. FleischerBureaucrat and Intellectual in the Ottom&mpire: The Historian Mustafali (15417 1600) (Princeton:
Princeton Univer sit yEmpireearsPowerlindtte RReign ofkSilgyman:kNarhaiing the Sixtéaeiury

OttomanWorld Cambr i dge Uni ver sity PrAevslso,ny2a0l 1€3 )F e r A bddetfPstdmaamiladki kr & r¥me;zr é
Yayénl ar é, 2014) ; Mu hammet Z a hi t -Sieenthédentury fO8amant Eenpira: Mide Gwdv e r N me |
Vizierates of Ristem Pasha (15445 6 1PhD disg., University of Chicago, 2015); Christopher Markiewi€hg Crisis 6

Kingship in Late Medieval Islam: Persian Emigres and the Making of Ottoman Sover@antpridge: Cambridge University

Press, 2019) ; Fi kriye Karaman, i Me hmed Me mduhPhHDdiss.listanbulAn | mper
kehi rrsity,2020) Me h met Y &l nthezk i Avkabjull Wk Altianaika Ti mak Akademi, 2022).
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biographees are not transnational imperial officers witHaifg) careerand high geographical mobility but

locd scholarswho lived anddied in Damascuslhus, he angle from which they percet/éhe imperial
government and the empire had little to do with the angle of, say, the Ottoman-bcinetarcratsnlike

the latter, my biographees were not affiliated with the official madhhtie@ttoman Empire, nor did they

enterinto the Ottoman bureaucratic hierarchy. Still, they were influeridi Of i 60 prof essor s
whom the regional and imperial actors took seriously thegserved the empire as judges in local judicial

adminigration.

In sum, my approach to biography carrsesnesimilarities and differences with two trends in biography,
namely biographical sociology and imperial biography writiAg.a topdown approacH,utilize biography
to observe the repercussions ofiteal, social, economic, and cultural transfationsthattook place in
the central Arab lands the long sixteenth centurgll in the context of thandividual life experiences of
three norbureaucratic, locabh Uf i 6 0 s c h o |IAsa bsttorup appreachal ®ropl lsiography
to connect these three lives to each other in order to have a single contintanysofiia renowned local

family thatoperated in the region for centuries.
Lawmaking

The Ottomanruling elite exaltedshay 6aad Muslim scholars, and considered tlis augmentingthe
legitimacy of their governmendt® TheGhaz® examined in this dissertatiavere scholarly figures h Of i 6 0
judges, professorsnd muftiswho produced scholarship bath Islamiclegal theoryud ) and its practical
implications furl )Yoaccording to thie own madhhab Thus they were active participants in lawmaking

processes in the Ottoman Arab provinces.

This thesis is not an intellectual history of the Glggdzowever. It rather aims tmffer a sociepolitical
history of the family.My approach to lawmaking thugiffers from the literature thafargely focugson
religio-legal opinions(fatin0) of legal scholars?® Instead,! give special attention tal-Ghazzsd daiy
interaction with theMamluk and Ottoman governmestthrough teaching, networking, questioning,
criticizing, polemicizing, ignoring, delegatingtc. For examplejn Chapter I, treatRadiyy atDQ n- a |

Ghazp 6 s service as a | andxgraple oficive particpationo tineapnocessfithee a s

WBENngin Deniz Akarl e, AiThe Rul er alma antd BmpireMdeks, Pragticéds,PActdesh e Ot t 0 m:
Jeroen Duindam et gBrill, 2013), 87 109.

119For exampleseeBaber Johanseithe Islamic LawonLand Taxnd Rent: The Peasantsdé Loss of P
in the Hanafite Legal Literature of the Mamluk and Ottoman Perjodso n d o n : Croom Hel m, 1988) ; Cun
Ottoman Syri a Mi kaw, Empire ddd thekSaltan; Ayoub,
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establishment of Ottomaudicial system in Damascus. In Chapter V, | consBtdralD g 6 s pwithe mi ¢
theOttomanjudgK énal ézade Ali as an obvious chnglawamchge t o
orderin the city. Likewise, in Chapter VI, | emphasize the significandbetonsensus and approval of the
Damascene learned community filve sameOttoman authoritiesas reflected in a case of heresy in

Damascus.

As forthe Ghaza sdaholaly works in Islamic disciplines, | dig intthe social underpinnings of tivetexts

rather than examine thaipntent.In other words) re-construct thdives of my biographees to understand
thebroader context in which their scholarship in Islataig came into existencandwasdisseminated~or

example, in Chapter V, whildealngwithBadratDo n 6 s Qur ani c ,leiscesgheauthagiali n ver
motivations behind such an undertakiemydits reception in scholarlgnd politicalcircles rather than its

academicontribution to thaliscipline ofexegesis

In short,| try to comprehenthe muliple ways ofal-G h a z intéraction with thesociopolitical bodyfor
the sake ofnaintaining a focus on theimfluenceon the lawmaking processeSince thisusually appeas
in conflictsand encounterd adat a conflictcentered approach to lawmakiagd trace such conflicts in

aFGhazps 6 | i ves.
Chapter Outlines

This dissertation consists of an introductieight chapters, and a conclusidrhe first chaptedetailsthe
earlygenerations of the Ghagamily in Damascugmainly through the life stees of Ahmad alGhazz(d.

1421) and his son Radiyy-Bign Abl al-Bar a k Ut Ii(faduses bratte So)mation and transmission of

material and normaterial familyheritage that the later generations of the famelyeivedand utilized It

scrutinizeshe permanent settlement of the family in Damastthe rise of Ahnmad aGhaz as a schol
after Ti mur 6s. ltialsodiscasesiRadiyyoatD 0Byl raliBaar ak Ut 6s i nterregi
stretchingrom Damascené Cairene scholarly milieus thin the frameworkb Sy r-integétonintoe

the Sultanateof Cairofrom 1430 onward

The fllowing chaptersover the biographies of thr&h a  Ragiyy atDg alG h a #dz1629)Chaptes

Il and Ill), his sonBadral-D ¢ @. 1577)(Chaptes IV and V) andhis grandsorNajm atD@ (d. 1651)

(Chaptes VI, VII, and VIII). | have connectethethree biographies together around a single history of the

Gh a z z ¢ in1480M 650 ighlighting continuities and rupturesound certain themes that are ¢alole

through the titles othapters andubsections-or exampleChapter Vi A Young Damascene S
the New Imperial Capital (15881),0 and Chialpn leipdria/Capitala CenturyLater(1623)0
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allow comparisons between the experiendesa wo  Gthef®D#tomansenienmover a century. Likewise,

the subsectiond Ma ml u k S-btpsAawma yTowoi n t peé esec dGOd t oman- Chi ef
Steps Awayo i e,ainide ifOd a otma nc-Etpef AWay d sit n Otalee seve
designed tagive an idea about the egetworks of individual Ghazg s under examinati ot
periodsl n a similar vein, the subsections AAn ,Orphan
and fnBEwatibrys an Or p htlaahapteriemabld td fellonscontinuities and discontinuities in

various aspects of thearly education oRadiyyal-D ¢ in the Mamluk era anthat ofhis grandson in the

Ottoman periodBy such interconnected chapters and subsegtidmave aimed at ascding above the

individual level where three life storieseet in several points tmnstitute a continuotdfamily history.

The second chapter deals with RadanD 0dns ftom hisbirthuntil 1515 i.e. the eve ofhe Ottoman
takeover of the Mamluk tatories;and centers otwo main questios. The irst question i©iow Radiyyal-

D 0 was able tassume his familyeritage and become successful in his scholarly cakesr though he

lost his father at the age of twad continued his life as an orphémsearch for an answer to this question,

the chapterhighlights the significance of established mechanisms that guastdbteeascend a mi | i e s 6
continuity in the social and scholarly realms, such as handing dawn §, icustody wadlya), and

deputyship iyCba). It alsoportraysthescholarly and SufietworkthatRadiyyatD ¢ n w a so,vthishr n i n
helped him tautilize these mechanisms whaecceedindpis father in somefdiis scholarly posts later on.

The £condmainquestion is how Radiyy 400 n , yoarg deputy judge in Damascus,maged to access
SultanQayitbay in his miehge, attedthe sstan 6 s gat her i ngs, an dork@nv. an pen
search for an answethe chapter firsexaminesD a ma s ¢ e n e mudtipldhobdnrels sbldie Mamluk
capitalandMamluk sultan by focusing on Damast@siro relationshipsand h e Maml uk Sul t aneé
generis system of kingshifi then studiebow Radiyy atDd n e n thrauglehds writingsinQay i t bay 6 s
foreign policyof maintairing the statusquo against rising regional powers anchis domestic policyof

building up animage of himself asa pious sultan. Aftediscussinghese two main questionthe secnd
chapteffinally narrates Radiyy @9 n 6 s shapihghis sonBadralDo n 6 s e d udiseussésdaghe, and

multiple ways through which Radiyy-BIo n at t e mpt e dd st of ubtuuirled shcihso lhaerilry c

Thethird chaptemarrates Radiyy eéDg n 6 drom thefOomaakeoveiof Damascus to his death1529

The focus of the chapter is on three iss(Essuccessive governments in Damascus during the first decade

of Ottomanrule(2)RadiyyatDo ndés r el ati onshi p (B)RadhyakDpensdes geocvoenromm
concernsand family endowmerds a retired judgé his chapter argues that the transition in the first decade

of Ottoman rule was not smooth in Damasbustook placethrough a series of tri@nderror policies

undersuccessive govaments.On the other handRadiyy alD o n  a n d ehjoyedthgrateral and
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social capital that made them indispensable for the newcomers.h&ldepargaining powebefore the

Ottoman governments thantestheir bridging role as intermediaries betwessnew regime and the local

people Radiyyal-D ¢ rapidy adaptedothe Otb man r egi me in Damascus and se
judge.However not his relationship with Ottoman officials libe internatlynamics of Damascene learned

society soon assed his dismissalrom judgeship Lastly, this chapter investigates RadiyyC#) n 6 s
economic interest, motige and survival strategi¢sroughan examination of his writingen agricultural

productivity, contemporary anecdotes about his entrepreneuesiipan archival document providing

detailed information about his family endowment in Damastiualso explores how this endowment
contributed to the Ghazg f asaholarly éostinuity in coming decades by providing financial support

for orphaned famjl memters to receive proper education. This support helped ensure that the family's

academic legacy would continue through future generation.

The fourth chapter narratehe formative yearsof Badr al-D 0dns s ly dentityaandcompars his

experience ofthetransitionin the early decades of Ottoman ruligh that of his fathert covers the period

1516 31, with a speciadlocus onBadr alDgh 6 s t r astillentysterionus Ruipe | andsandhis 1530,
oneyear presence in the Ottoman capiBddral-Do was a inexperiencedeenagescholar at the time of

the Ottoman conquesind lackedany considerable social capital and scholarly presbgeing thefirst

decade of Ottoman rule in Damascus, helived r el ati ve peace thandkhe t o hi
central government 6s abortive attempthenewAsab admin
provinces After Radiyy alDQ n death, howevehe had to travel to the new imperial centeprieserve his

positionsin his hometowd anewexperiece which his father had not gone through. This chapter handles

three questions related to BadiCa) n téaeel in the Ottoman centrédnds:(1) Whatwas his impressioim

his first encounter with the peopdmd the culturef the core Ottomanland¥ (2) How did he utilize his

weak network in Istanbul to achietes goal? (3) Why did he pen a travelogue to narrate his jeyrafter

his return to Damascus?

The fifth chapter deals with Badi-D géns filom Hisereturn to Damascuis 1531 tohis deathin 1577, in

parallel with significant administrative and bureaucratic developmakiisg placein Syria. This chapter

arges that the integration of thedgeship of Damascus into the Ottoman scholaukeaucratic hierarchy

was one of the most aial developnentsfor the local scholads i n t engprtha emipice because it
multiplied the opportunities of interaction between Damascene scholars ahdayltiranking Ottoman
scholarsfrom the mid-sixteenth centurynward and finally embeddedhe former in a dese imperial

network. Within this broadcontext, this chapter questions why BadiDaln di d no't prefer

Ottoman Empire as a judgas hs father had done, and instezained his livelihoothy teachingn semi
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independent Damascene madrasas ssuirig religielegal opinions asraindepender8 h Uf i 6 ¢ mu f t i

regard, this chapter problematizes the rolamfofficial Sh Uf i &i DamastusAdopting a conflict
centered approach to lawmakirigfocuses on various means through whichrBdd@ as a legal scholar
engaged in dialogue with the political authority and schotailigus in and outside Damascé&ourconflict
areas are discussed under separate subfitleBadr atD § nQuRnic exegesis in verse and its reception
by his comemporaries (scholarly production() his supportfor a criticized new Sufi community in
Damascus (Sufi tendencieg3) hisscholarly polenis around linguistic themes (scholarly challengm,

(4) his struggles foappointment tsome teaching posits Damascus (position rivalryThe chapteargues
that Badr alDQ ntilized hisseclusionin the Umayyad Msque, the cultural and scholartyb of the city,

for various purposegi) As anactof civil disobediencagainsthe political authorities in Damascy) to
enjoy a relatively protected life space as an iedelent scholar with less possible governmental
intervention, and3) to buildhisscholarly charismdn addition,Badr atD 9éns s t for@agpaintneeist to
two professorshipm the face of competition fromis youngDamascene colleagugire a clue abotuthe
increasing rivalry among Damascene scholars, who were largely excluded from the stlunésalycratic

cadredn the core lands of the empifeom the midsixteenth century.

The sixh chaptemarratefNajmal-Dgéns | i f e fr om c tip (157W®1622)in réladiontpr of e s s

the sociopolitical transformations taking place in Syfiam the late sixteenth century. Unlike his father
and grandfather, Najm-810 was born irDttoman Damascus withoaverexperiencinglamluk rule. Yet
theDamascus fthis era was differerftom that ofthe previous generations in severaspectsThis chapter
focuses onhree issues. Firstly, it examines thereasing rivalry of Damascene scholars in the second half
of the sixteenth century and NafihD Qons e msdcesarwive as eeenagescholar among competitgcal
cliquesof scholarsSecondly, fiilluminatesNajmal-Dgéns ef f ort t o connect hi
heritage in various ways his twenties(1) by writing Badr atD @ nlif@,g2) by teaching his works, an(B)

by residing in his cellThirdly, it highlights important steps that made NajriDg an eminent scholarly
figure in his hometowrin his forties (1) his assuming a critical role isuppressing heresyg Damascus
and(2) hisrepresenting Damascenes before the émigl government in a delegatisantto Aleppoin 1616
This chaptemimsto offera nuancednd vivid picture ofthe entanglements of Damascene scholars with
regional and imperial networks and politics Bhining light on scholarly cliques, rivalries, and

collaborations.

The seventh chapter handles Nghbb géns v i sit t o | st anbul i n  1t@p2 3,
discussedin the fourth chapterThis chapter utilizesa manuscript copy oNajm al-D ¢gdns hehto t

unexamined travelogue #s main source tanalyzehis experience in the impaficity in a chaotic period
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of Ottoman history namely the periodoetween the regicide of Osman Il (r. 161822) and the
enthronement of Murad IV (r. 16280). The chapter hathreegoals (1) It introduces some content of Najm
akbgnds tr avvedowcg ioreOttananists. (Apdeempts to compatbe experienceof Badr at
D@ n a n d-DN,anementurly apari thecentral imperial land<3) It tries to draw a vivid portray}
of the entanglement of Damascene scholarthaimperial network despite theiphysicaldistance from
the capital city The chapteargueghatNajmal-D ¢ and his peerenjoyed close relations with the imperial
elitelargelythanksto theadministrative and judicial integration of Syinto the empirduring the sixtenth
certury, to the extent that politicdiactionalismin the imperial capitahad immediate repercuss®on their
lives in distant SyriaThanks tahe multidimensional network of relatiohgpsbetween Syria anidtanbul
Najm atDQ nould accesthe @ t 0 ma n Kk ahg topof the Ottoman Jearned establishméom the
late sixteenth centuyyn only onestep without needing an intermediagtod a situatiorguite contrary to
BadralDO n 6 s s i t uial. |t adlsnargues thatdérLicpower stuggles inthe Ottoman capital
directly affected the result of NajmBIo n 6 s s t rteachigglpesin Damascua by showirgow Najm
al-D g successivelJostand regainetiis professorship in @hlmiyyaMa dr asa after his pat
Istanbulrespectivelyjostand regainegower.

The eighh chapter scrutinizethe last decades dfajmal-D géns | i f feom histrdtuantto Diarsascus in

1623until his death in 1651During the last decades of his life, upbie successive deaths wforesenor
scholarsNajmalD § n i n c appearsdisan ghilugntial scholarly authority in Damascughis chapter

focuses on two issues. Firstndrrates NamaD o n 6 s de | e g a taSh @ f ditdnCBmesdubd a k a s
in 1623 after a regional armed cacffbetween th Ottoman authorities and local anirSyria. It compares

the mission ofthis journey withthat ofNajm atlDgnés pr evi ous del egatiti on to
underlines the multiple rold8amascene scholars played in conflicts among Ipeaple regional power

holders, andhe Ottoman provincial government. It argues that NajrD &, like other leading scholarly

figures in Damascus, was capabfeomingup with flexible policies towardsagtitical authorities in Syria.

In this regard,he assumed the role of representative of the Damascene people before the Ottoman
government in his delegation to Aleppo, whereas, in Baalbak, he collaborated with the Ottoman authorities

against the regional powholders.

Secondthis chapter dwells on Najal-D § nhtery writing by an examination of his famous biographical
dictionaryal-K a w U kviiich he composed during the same yearscope, organization, and contént
understand(1) Najm aiD ¢ nvisien oftheimperial government, Mlisn ummah, andMamluk pastand

(2) his reimaginationo f the history of the Ghazzqg family th

grandfatherUnlike hisfather and grandfathdlajmal-D ¢ mever witnesseiamluk rule. Yethe wrote the

34



biographies of Muslim elite ihe sixteenth century and-censtucted the history of the Mamlu®ttoman

transition in individual biographies retrospectiveljnis sectiorargues that Namd@g n 6 s a pther oac h t
imperial elite was much moriaclusive than the approach of the contenapprOttomanbiographersn

Istanbul, such aatayi (d. 1635) It also arguesthat NajmBIo n  n o tdTaarklky puds e adle 6 s ( d.
Shadb iasja surcein hisal-K a w Utkut also deconstructéito replacets narrowy Ottomanperspective

with his own broader Muslimummah perspectivevhich could keep Syria relevant and integrated within

the imperial frameworkAs f or t he bi o gr aapkha vwelsk adpies thah Najm@hdarz,z 0 s |

utilizing history, reshaped the scholarly imageldg family in the seventeenth century.

Finally, theconclusion summarizes the gendmatlings and suggestions of the dissertatlboutlines the

story of Damascene scholars in the face of a number of macrepmitical transformations taking place

in SyroEgypt andthe BalkarntAnatolia compex in 14501650 by discussing some prominent themes
handled in this study. It also highlights some parallels and possible dialogues with existing research on

scholars in the center and provinces in both the Mamluk and &@ttenas.
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CHAPTERI: EARLY GENERATI ONS OF THE GHAZZO FAMILY
(1400 1460)

This chapeér aims tocreatea context fotthe first two generationsft h e G h a zieOamasauswith y
reference to contemporary political rule, society, and sdigdife in Syria As theirnisbaindicates the

family originates fronthe city of Gazaln the late fourteenth century, Ahmad@h az z ¢ ( d. 1419) ,
student, tragled to Damascus for education esattled in the cityand becama respected scholar his

later life. His son RadiyyaDon AB&r ak Ot ( d. 1459) , b eucceededhisd r ai s
father in some of his positionslis grandson Radiyy 4 d A b | -Faall{d. 1529) and great grandson Badr

akbon (d. 1577), s$cohotarshipamdheéldesehelatly dostions in thend@ydr atD o n 6 s
descendants were no less successful as influential scholarly figures in Dargasotigally, Ahmad and

his early descendants retrospectively appeared as representatives of sugeessitiensin a particular

lineage of a Damascn e f ami |y known &mergedme onddf the mmggeminenvh i ¢ h

scholarly families irthe cityfrom the late sixteenth century onwaigke Appendix A).

Being aware of the hazardshandlingthe livesof Ahmad and his soRadiyyatD ¢ n Al d r awikthint

the framework of a particular nget fuly formed familyidentity, this chapter investigates the material and
non-material gains of thérst generations of th& h a famify in Damascuslt examire s Ahmaddés ri s
a scholar from a nescholarly family within the framework d@ghe sociopolitical crises in Syria in the late

fourteenth and early fifteenth cenmies. It also studies Radiyy-Blon AB&r ak Ut 6s interr
scholarlynetwork with eference tdhe political re-integration of Syria into the Caktentered Mamluk

government after the 1430s. The chapigueghatthef i r st t wo generations of t|
left to their descendants a scholarly and Sufi network connecting tin®@amascus, Cairo and Mecca as

well as some scholarly posts in Damascene endowmeatsas ofinheritable property.

1.1.Rulers and Scholarsin Mamluk Syria

Mamluk political regime, usually portrayed as a military aristocracy based egemmeation naolity of

slave soldiersria mKks)| was rooted in the mamluk phenomenon that had been prevalent since the early
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centuries of Muslim rulé® The realities and ideological challenges of the dshgol era transformed
this phenomenon and evolved it into a sui generis political forigypt from the midthirteenth century
onward,whers | ave sol di er s Uhf(d. ¥249ktooldpower ditér birThisuelgime did ot
only recruit slave warriors but also guaranteed them dolifg military career as manumitted commanders
of ascending military ranks, whigecruited their owrtroops, and even could hope to ascend to the throne

someday, quite contrary to the contemporary understandings of sovetéignty.

Military slave sultans of Cairoaptured in few decades most of Greater Swhich until thenhad been

under the control of Ay yAbihdemrsdenarmels laGking asdgndsticrlinegge,i n c i |
they struggled against their Ayyibid mahmeMamgols for |
rulers, who did not treat them aghiful sultans according to the Mongol understanding of sovereignty,

which bestowed the right to rule the world on the @pisid lineage. EventuallyjihCd (simply, fighting

for Gododés cause against the i nf i dleditisgcy. Bheyaspimed | ncr «
to create the image of the ruler who saved Sggpt and the Holy Lands from infidehttacks, and ke

established the caliphate in Cairo after its dissolution in Bagltéad.

Whenthis new government in CaiseizedDamascustherewere90 madrasas ithe city'?* Adding other

religiouseducationkinstitutions, there werat least 40@eachingposts reserved fdhelearned elité?* The

120 Marshall G. S. Hodgsofhe Venture of Islam: Conscience and History in a World Civilization The Classical Age gfislam

1 (Chicago: University of Chicago, 1977), 289, 4739 5 ; Linda Nor t hr upltanaieTIR581 3B9a0hTi@ iMa ml u k
Cambridge History of Egyptol. 1 (Cambridge Cambridge University Press, 1998), 2829 ; S¢l eyman Kézéltopral
iNnDKAONI ine: TDV KSAM, 2004).

PINasser Rabbat, AThe Changing Concept of MesamlukiHistoiythrough e Ma ml u
Architecture: Monuments, Cultuend Politics in Medieval Egypt and Sy(iaB. Tauris, 2010), B11. For a study on conteropary
understanding of sov©®smagbhdEay aSasletea nthal iMe rkomseaeltd ekklds i y,10ee KT gi &
Ankara Universitesi Siyasal Bilgiler Fakiiltesi Derg¥\1/1 (1959): 69 94.

122 Reuven AmitaiPreiss,Mongols and MamluksThe Mamluk@Q 1 k h Un i d 71¥84 (Cambridge JAiversity Press, 1995);

Anne F. Broadbridge, # Maml Th& Relges®f Baybarsaand Qalann MSRE (2601)Ma1ig o | s
Northrup, fThe Bahril3Mdnilse MiBalrti @n €tdel &S NEBO G miIt he FOti mid
theFa | of t he 165§/9701b2 6d0s)Thedesi @ambridge History of Islamol. 2 (Cambridge: Cambridgeniversity

Press, 2011), 16201.

2BEdd®, #ABH0Md fAMom the FUti mi d Co nRpuamather statistic onfDamascene madmdas t he A
(along with other endowments such as mosques and dervish lodges) based on the topographitralctiedafrom contemporary
sourcesseeTable 11 in Miura,Dynamism in the Urban Society of Damasd&

124Gi | bert , Alnstitutionalization of Muslim Scholarship,o 118.

37



city was a reahubfor thescholars fronall corners ofislamdom'?® Theintellectual activity and fiancial
survival of these scholarkrgely depended on the facilities of the endowments in thé®itthus, they

were truly concernefbr protecting theéviuslim community and preserving these resources available to and
reserved for them in the region. Thimde theneager to support any Muslim government powerful enough
to assure Syrigs of security, stability, andhe status quo in the face of Crusaders and Mong6Bor
instancethe consent of Ibn Jakia (d. 1333), a respected scholar and judge of the period, to the usurpation
of caliphal authority by the sultan, and his preferring tyranny over anautisfantially stemmed frothis

concernshared bynany of his colleague¥®

Scholarsn Syria, as irmany other parts of Islamdowtid not constitute a distinct class. That isdividuals

from any social stratumould join themby acquiringreligious knowledge. This allowed them to enjoy
familial, economic, and ideological relatidrigs with almost everysegment of society. They supervised a
wide spectrum of individual and societal activitegh agnarriage, partition of inheritance, commercial
transactions, education, daily religious duties, and so forth. This social penetration, influence, roles and
responsibilities made them indispensable for the Mamluk ridenandful of commanders and their troops
hardly could have achieved a stable governmtitout the support of scholargjerely depending on

military force and levying taxe's?

In short, nutualconcerns and needs with different visions, backgrounds and priorities under unprecedented

conditions of paolitical crises in Islamic west Agibe Nileto-Oxus and Bospore®-Indus complexforced

125 Gilbert conducts a prosopographical research on more than a thousand saihaidirged in Danascus between the eleventh

and the thirteenth centuries. Hencludeghatnearly half of the scholars in the ciyere immigrants in this period. They came to
Damascusot solely to escape warfare, invasion or famine in their homelands but also to be integrated into the network of Muslim
scholarship in Damascu&i | b ehret ,UlfiaTma o f Mediiégval S®Pamabsaoas Gdbl B&rt , Al nstit
Schol arship and Professionalization of the Ul ema. o

126Gilbert, fAiThe Ul ama of MédiewGal bRamasdusnsdiF@utional i za@dngion of ML
ve Eyyub idaDeanmmeeMikddesen118260)( | st anbul : Kl asild4, Ba20& 20130t €, 2017), 73

127 apidus,Muslim Cities 131;Yaacov Lev, iSymbiotic Rel at iMBRXHl;no.W(2@0Mal and t he
26.

28Northrup, fAThe Bahril3@®&dmiouR58yl ebBaiMgyglt2 s Kar D°nemi Siyase:
Ahkém-€é Sul t ©ni ye Geel eMeeKriuniiyne tK hPyraoshélKes miammi T/A K rkdOkdoal20203D1€98 g0 s i
94.

129 |_apidus,Muslim Cities 116 17, 130 42.
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the Mamluk ruling elite and scholarly groups to develgymbiotic relationship irsyria*° The former
tried to legitimize its rule over indigenous peoplby constructingreligious buildings andcommercial
centers, andiy organizingfestivals and celebrations on various events including military victories,
pilgrimage,and religious day$! The lattercontinued unceasingegotiations to preserve their rights in
endowments antheir scholarly independence, while servihg Mamluk regime ifudicial capacity-*
Each of the four madiabs had its own governmeappoined chief judgeq U d iq u lilUmajor cities,

and the latter had several deputy judges assistingftiem.

New parameters entered the pictim@em the fourteenth century onward. Transformations in domestic,
regional andnternational politics and econonmadrepercussions in Mamlusociety and policymaking

and consequentlyeconfigured the position dhe sultan, military households, and scholars in dgcie

relative to each otheEor instancethe llkh Chid state collapsed in the midurteenth century, aranumber

of principalities includingthe Karamanils, Jalyirids, and Muzaffaridsappearedas regional powers.

Mamluk rulerano longer legitimized their ruleith reference tohede facto Mongol threat. Mamluk foreign

policy adjusted its attention fromgistance against single strong enemy to dominance over several
relatively weaker regional p o we dexlineddvidh mamlukizationu | er s 6
(recruitment of slave warriorgjecreasedrhereforms intheigtadsystemincreasedherei gni ng sul t a
sharefrom agricultural revenues at the expenseotbferhigh-rark i ng mi I i t ary ,ammmande

consequently changeate powerbalancein the Mamluk army*** The Black Death inthe midfourteenth

130 apidus, 142 ev, ASymbi oti c Rel ations. o

BlYehoshua Fr en ktoh ¢f Paw&in lddmiuk Bildl rd-6 h @ tMSRXI, no. 1 (2007): 3B53; Ira M. Lapidus,
iMaml uk Patronage and t he ANuganas2(198&)pgly38t.: Concl udi ng Remar ks,

132For example, they almost unanimoustfused when the Mamluk sultasked several times fofatwa permitting appropriation
of the annual surplus income of the Syrian endowméhibammad M. AminThe Wagfs and Socialfe in Egypt, 125517 A.D
( Cai r o-Nahla 0980), 82238.

BJoseph H. Escovitz, fAThe Establ i shmen tourod of theoAmerica@ iieatdl Jud g e s
Societyl02, no. 3 (1982): 5281; idem, The Office of Qadi aQudat in Cairo under the Bahri MamlGkBerlin: Klaus Schwarz

Verlag, 1984)Sher man A. Jackson, AiThe Pri MAdAay zofanbo médset oEcChiRfdll ii tsihane
Judgeships in Marhk  E g yoprha) obthe American Oriental Socief95, 5265; r gen S. Ni d-Dsheinr, BiaSyubl atrasn
and the Appointmeri f Four VWGh i &f6 S@dih Blantical®84, 1677 6 ; B. J o Politcal Ractos bfRadd i o

in Eighth/ Fourt a®antala20e.r2 {1999)y50FE§ ;r i Ma lo- é n, dBabDEmakMeEmKgkEeEkudat

BNorthrup, iThe Bahr iil3Wadml;u kAnSaullitaa nlae vea n 0ln2i5,0 iThe Maml 1 ks i |
Maml T k Suli7sd/m2a@1e3 8R4 8& nd t he Cir casBP3A8821IVealn )iTHONSWwWEMbridge at e ( 7 8 -
History of Islamyol. 2, 237 84.
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centuryand successive epidemitscimaed the populatioand changethe demographiasf cities1**Sons

of earlyslave soldiergradually arosas a hew stratum in society. Unlike their fathers, born and rfesed

in Mamluk lands, they were fluent lrabic and familiar with the localynamic; thus enjoyed greater
penetratiorinto localscholarly group43¢ The QilGv inid family (r. 12791389 with several interruptions,

and puppet sultans) faded from the political scene, despite its partial success to build a dynasty in line with

the dominant understandimgf sovereigntyof the period®” Circassianrmamluksascendedhe thronein

Cairoin the last decade of the centuapnd the ethnic balance ialing elite changed afterwaté Finally,

Ti murdés invasion at the dawn of the fifteenth ceni
in Greater Syria® The fllowing decades witnessed fierce competitions among therhitting military

commanderso takecontrol of Syria andule independently from the Sultanate of Cairo.

Such fithaga termcarryingseveral negative meanings gamg from disorder to civil waliminatedmany
power holderéromthe political scenan Syro-Egypt and raised new actors in their pladeeeverchanging
balance of poweramong thecontending military households and their civil partners during the
abovementioned crisebrought consta formation andoreaking upof informal inter- and intra group
alliancesbetween scholars and power holdarsSSyria Thiscreated opportunities for marypungscholars
seeking patronage aind collaboration witlthe rulingmilitary elite.4° A prosopograpy on Damascene

judgessupports this claim by demonstratititat, unlike the previous periodsiany scholars from non

EsraAtmacak ar a Veba: Meml ¢kl er 0ded9)Shganyae Baphuma( THa9WEB48t esi
48.

Yl rich Haarmann, #fAArabic in Speech, elhtelledualkifeof FonrteeniGenwuyge : Ma ml
Egypt a n Jburndlyof Semitic Studie33, 1 (Spring 0©88): 81i1 1 4 ; Cengiz Tomar , AKél é-tan Kk
Entel ekt Jelr kHgkatAr @ k t12 (2002):124D59é Der gi si

137 Amalia Levanoni,A Turning Point in Mamluk History: fie Third Reign of aN Gt MuGa mmad | bn Qal3diwin (131
(Lei den: Brill, 1995); Al Akt an, fi Belléten59, ndl @826 (199k)] Howagda-al Sul t an
Har it hy, @A Th eNadrMuhanomaalgneQalanun, 13103 4 #MSRono. IV (2000): 21944.

8Teki Bkajkuk Devrindegleh€imbh ke SGht anhéj @&The RegiTmeCandridge he Circ
History of Egyptl (1998): 290317.

189G a r cTheReginie of the Circassian MamiuksA s r i ¢ u b u k cK @A GirFleirreec:, 0T DW KSAM, 1995) ;
Manz,The Rise and Rule of Tamerlaf@&ambridge: Cambridge Univsty Press, 1989), 663.

140 For an examination of the logic of fitna in Damascene society and its practical implicatioGaseleerlainkKnowledge and
Social Practice91i 108.
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scholarly families achievesuccesful judicial carees during theperiod 1382 142214 Oneof such rising

scholas with a nonscholarly fanily backgroundvas Ahmadal-G h a 1358 1419)

1.2. A Rising Family in Damascus

1.2.1. Relations with the Ruling Elite in Syria

Ahmad was born in GaZé& Apparently, neither his father nor ljgandfather wascholarly figures (onot

eminent onesin any casgbecause contemporary bioghégal dictionaries allot no entry to themor did

their descendants mentitieem as suck? He first studied in Gaza, then moved to Jerusalem, and finally

entered Damascus in 1378/9 as a young student. Until the end of the cenhatg dtene professorgbs

and trusteeships in Damas@r settled in the citggs a promising scholt*

Syriawaslargely liberated from the domination of t@&airenegovernment in the early fifteenth century
due to the struggles of the contending Mamluk aagesnst centralation S h a y k h) thelgovemar d

of Damascus, even marched to Cairo in order to dethrone the incumbent sultan iHd 48i%ed in his

attempt andeturnedto Damascuswvhere havasi nvol ved in a military confl

governor ofthe city appointed by thsultan in Caird*° It was not merely the fight of two contending
military commanders but rather a process of reassignment of available resguecemseveral military
andelite househals struggled to increase their shaf® stengthen themselvespmtending éctions tried

to attractnew supporterdy various appealing means such as posts and privileges. Poacidig on the

“Mandaville, AThe Musliim®3.Judiciary of Damascus, 0 12

“2For Ahmad 6 ssedaSa g h, &lm@lpiwd 856 58; Ibn Hajarinbb -@Ghumr BiAbrlb -ldnir, ed. Hasan Habagh
(Cairo: Lajna Ihyd -Taud(s alArabiyya, 1969)3: 203 4; Tagiyyal-D 6 n  KtbShuhkaTabadt al-S h Uylyd, edl.6l fiz Abd
al-Algn Khih, (Beirut: Alam atKutub, 1987)4:78; TagiyyaF-Dd n Mu h a mma d -Fig. Al-l¢dralitalehin @Tltikh al-
Balad atAmj, ed. Ftad Sayyid,(Cairo: Muassasa aRisUa, 1964),3: 55; alG h a zBalja d-N Ozij ®31. Also, see
Akge¢ndg z, AhGreezdz ‘b . Abdul |l ah. o

“3Forexamplesee | bn Hajaro6s wuniversal bi ographical dictionary

13021398 Ibn Hajar,al-Durar al-KUmina
WA jTarigh IbnH i j2p08, 1:147, 307; & a k h, BlD@ wb 356.
“S¢ubukcu, AfiFerec. 0
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other hand, were carefully watching the direction of the fagh&s not to be late giving their sypport to

the prospective winnet®

Ahmadwas already an outstandisgholarly figureén Damascus during this periadl chaos Thus, loth of
the abovementionegovernors of Damascusought his support. They reportedly offered limS h Uf i 6 0
chief judgeshipseveral times* Finally, heacceptedhe position of the mufti ofhe dUr al-adl (literally,

house of justice).

D U r -adés Were buildings whema a #intUsessions took placklazlim ([the rigtting of] wrongs) is an old
practice in the history of IslanThe first caliphs openly heard peoplegrievancesabout the appointed
governors irma z Udedsiomsin the mideleventh century, M U w a (d.d@58), aS h U juristholding
positions in the Abksid court, wrote about the detailsrofa #intjurisdictionand integrated it into Islamic
political theory describing it as an essential responsibilipfislim ruler. Existentialcrises itheMuslim
world aftertheMongol invasion anthe Crusader attacks added a new dimensian o fintysessionsN ir
al-D 9 hra n(d. G174)established the first U r-adlaah open forum foma fintdsessions, in Damascus in

1163, andd U r-adléuildings spread in other major urban centers in the reftenwvard'4®

Mazalimsessions in thd U r-adlaof Damascus wre presidedypthe governoof the city Thefour chief
judgesalong witha S h U miftappointed by the governarere essential attende¥8 They heardcases
related tothe violations in endowment deeds, heresy, and purchase and gaieaté estatesAt other
times, it functioned as an appellate cddtfThelitigantsusuallyresortedd theopinionsof the mufti of the

session and other jurists in the city to defend their cagemever they felt helpless before the verdicts of

146 For example, wan Shaykh Mahirddefeated Nawrz, a wealthy local merchamiacked himin DamascusThis merchant

helped Shaykhreceive financial support of the merchant community in the city and reinforce his government rinfoetur

commercial privileges for hiswnhousehold. SeBat r i ck Wi ng, AThe Syri an -Buildngiethe i al EIl i
Fifteenth Centu y , Trajectaries of State Formation across Fiftee@éntury Islamic WesAsia, ed.Jo van Steenbergen (Leiden

Boston: Brill, 2020), 311.

147 Al-G h a ,Bahja atNCkirgy, 127.

“8Cel al Yenl i emfDKAONMe m@: TDV KaAM,e r2 (Riadigycal Signifidaricd & the Dar Al
Adl in the Medi e MankHissoty througk Ardbitectugeti@ 650 i n

149 For these and other officials th U r-adlasee grgen S. NielserSecul ar Justice in an | sl amic St &
Ma ml T k s, ig@/A387 (BtehBul: Nederlands HistoriseArchaeologisch Instituut, 1985), 782, Leonor Fernandes,
fiBet ween Qadis and Muftis: To WBR6if200R20%H8.t he Maml uk Sultan Li:

50y gl -&én, fABahri Meml ¢kl erid2FoDsammanek ohdadychiadtykcasdsaheld b () readl@of 1 6 3
Damascusnd Cairo during the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, see NiSksanlar Justicel 40 158.

42



the chief judges>! Apparently, Ahnmads r el ati onship with the ruling e
postoftheSh Uf i 60 U f-adlidor dedades h e

Ahmad spent most of his life within the tridagf Damascu<saza Mecca.Apart from his service ithe
d U r-adlahe held professorshipsé endowmentsn Damascus. Heometimes paid visits to his parents in
Gaza, andtraveled to Mecca fopilgrimage at least three times. He usually spent lmogthsin pious
residencerfiu j U ia Mezcafollowing pilgrimage'®? He died during one of these pious residences in

1419, and was buried in Mecca.

1.2.2. Relations with the Scholarly Mili eus of the Mamluk Capital

In the fourteenth centuryhé revenues of agricultuine Egyptdecreasedue to irrigation problems, famine,
plague,and Bedauin attacks in rural area®ecreasingqgtad revenues made international trade more
appealiy for Mamluk rulers's3 Barsh (r. 1422 1438) triecto establish hisnonopoly in the Red Sea and
the eastern coasts to maximize his ownffs from international trade-e organized two campaigns to
Cyprus against Crusaders in 1428 in order to secure his trade in the Mediterraneand another
campaign tal mid againsthe Aggoyunlus in 1433or domination inthe region and control over the trade
routes'® This last onavas a massive campaignhich also aimed at suppressittie rebelliousnamluk
amirs in Syria andeturningit to the trajectory bthe Sultanate of Cairafter its semautonomous political
statesi nce Ti mulbmHajari(dnM49%he renownedhadith scholar anthe incumbens h Uf i 6 ©
chief judge of Cairoalsoaccompanie® a r stdAmascus, arspentsometime in the city. Heplayed a
key rolein the formation of patroclient networls betweenthe Damascene learned community ahd

Caireneruling elite!®®

BlFernandes, fABetween Qadis and Muftis. o

152 One of his visits tdGaza took place in 1396lijji, Tarikh lbn Hijji, 2003, 1:183For the dates of his pilgrimages and pious
residences in the Holy Lands, see his biograpta-Bh a 2Bahja atN U z | 12034.

83Garcin, fAThe Regime of the Circassian Mamluks. 0

MGarci n; John L. Mel oy, iEconomic I nterventi oAshrafBad s,bdlg Pol i
MSRIX, no. 2 (2005): 861 0 3 ; Northrup, fiThe Bathx90 oMa nll euvka nSounlit,a nfiaTthee, Ma2nsl 01
Syr i aighFath&/gya AyazMemlikKé br és Kl i kki | er i : (Aekbra: €lskdrarih Kukink 20I6);r k HOK i
421 50.

1530 van St eenber-Gaentury &rdbic Histariggraghy intfotlueirgg m New Research Agenda for Authors, Texts
and Co MBR2R (2G20: 55 56.
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Ahmadoés s akD) Rhb tliBaraki (1409 1460) was in his midtwenties duringthe t mi d
campaign®®*Hewasteachig i n the Kall Usa madrasa, whatieshis prof e:
father'>”He met Ibn Hajain Damascusnd enteredib circlelike many otheDamascene scholal®¥ Later,

hetraveled to Cairo and studieshderlbn Hajar*® Cairohad already started moving ahead of Damascus

as a center of scholdip in SyreEgypt since the midourteenth centurf®® Ti mur 6 s i nvasi ol
subsequenturmoils in Damascusind Mamluk patronage in Cailmdaccelerated this proce¥$Radiyy

al-D ¢ found gportunity to access the Cairene elite thanksddeachetbn Hajar Hedeveloped relations

with theS h U $chotarfy communityn the city, particularlythef a mo u s h&usehaidpwhdse members

and clientshadoccupied the highest and most lucratacholarly posts the Mamluk capital fothe last

seventy year&?

s =

After hisreturnto Damascus, hembarked ombookproject in 143539, a biographical dictionary & h Uf i 6 0

scholars, who died during the fictcades athe ninthh i ¢entdry(which corresponds to the first decades

156 For his biography see-& a k h, BlaB @ wi 324; There are numerous autobiographical accounts about his lifelrBaisja
See alG h a Bahjn AN U z | 120530.

157 A b T -Maflkhir Muhypal-D 6 n A@UHir baMuhammad b. bharal-N u 6 a, Aledgtis 19TUikh al-Mad(tis, ed. J4ar ak
Hasamg(Cairo: Mathb& atMajmd aklimiyy al-Arabgd 1948),l: 3421 43. A detailed explanation of the mechangsofiinheritance of
scholaly posts willfollow in the next chapter.

158 Al-G h a Bahia d-N 0 z | 1B5For a similar example, see Damasbased Ibn Arabshh 6s rel ati onship with |

the | atterds presence in Damascus during the Umid campaign,
fiProfess onal Mobi |l ity i n -Centary ParegyschDedicitdddosSultrit b ie e n § BISRN28 (020):
133 63.

159AI-Gh a,Bahjn AIN 0 z | 28% n

160 Between 1350 and 1447, thitwo new madrasas were built in Cairo, whereas this number was only fourteen in Damascus. See

Table 12 in Mirua, Dynamism in the Urban Society of Damas@®&. The growing number of madrasas in the Mamluk capital

seems to have gone parallel with the increasing scholarship in the city. A recent prosopogrépihyegal salars of Syro-

Egyptian landgives the number of scholamgho produced workin Islamic law as 38 in Damascus and 21 in Cairo during the

thirteenth century, and as 56 versus 73 in the fourteenth century. Seemingly, Cairo came to the fore in schulatbbilate
fourteenth century, at |l east in the field of | sl anksl amw. Tu
Tetkikleri Dergisil0, no. 1 (2020): 22832.

161 Amin, The Wagfs and Siat Life in Egypt 70i 108, 237 73; Petry,The Civilian Elite of Cairg15 36; Muhammet Enes Midilli,
AUl emOnén Meml ¢k Codf rafyaséna Y°nel mesi

2Forthisf ami | 'y, see B¢kr@anig®de BLgoonk &y aAd IfeSekhs@wr’'i Bajl aménda | X. /X
Ve T o pRhDdiss., btanbul Univerity, 2017), 14961; Also see OzkatMe ml ¢kl er i n Spl@d7pamdPetryd a Hadi s
The Civilian Elite of Cairp232 40.
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of the fifteenth centuryin SyroEgypt1®Kevin Jacques argues thhe mass death of scholardlieBlack
Death and military conflict®f the late fourteenth century madkgal scholarsmore concernecbout
recordng their scholarly genealogies in the form of biographical dictiondffeRadiyyatDo n t hen seen

to have followed the trend.

Yet heapparently had an alternatisgendaas well In the preamble of his work, lreformshisreaders that

he organized the biographies in his work alphabetically with the exceptioklti@mmad ard Ahmacd

comefirst. Then, he addthat he violated this rule for only one person, nan®lyjrakb o @-Bu |l q o n 0
(1324 1403),to whom he allogd the first biographical entriRadiyy aiD §introducedSi r jog nalt o hi s
readersasfl nmtUS h U 6fithé g0  a thedmujaddidrenovator]of the eighth century'®S i r Djo na |

was the founding father ofltseemiRadgybatD\ atiizedhis prajeate d B u |
to praise his patrons in Caifdost probablythanks tahel at t e r @hs later tegejvan antappointment

to S h U fepubydudgeship in Damascus.

In the Pbllowing years, he composedseparatavork for the biographyf Sultan Jagmagq (r. 1488453).
Since the work is no longer extant today grekources are sileabout itscontenf wecamot guesfRadiyy
al-D @ n 0 s irahes secotidaprojedieverthelessye know heresentedhis work tohis teachetbn Hajar,

one of his channels to Caimith the probable goaf gainingaccesso the Mamluk sultarthrough himt6®

1.2.3. A Sufi Identity and an Interregional Sufi Network

Mystically inclined Muslims who pursued an ascetic life with wat@hying tendecies existed since the
early decadesf Islam. Institutionalized Sufism, howevés a later pheomenonFrom the welfth century
onward, Sufi communities following certairfipath® or fimethods (tarfgs or tar@as) rapidly spread in
Islamdom distinguished byheirspecial devotional practices such as dhikr, seclugtwal\{gd and whirling

dance ¢ a nm.al'Besecommunitieshad two distinct features. Diachronically, they connected their members

163 See the colophopage inal-G h a zBahja d-N U z i 254 The history of writing the biographies of scholars affiliated with
particular madhhabs goes back to the tenth centuryWaelad alQa d i iBi ographical Dictionaries
History of the Muslim Comm n i Organiaing Knowledge2006, 2875.

164 Jaques, 122 See figures 1.1, 1,2and 1.3A recent study on the Black Death identifies festye sclolars from the cities of
Cairo and Damascus who died of the pHamyeb®l4in the hijrd year

185A1-G h a ,Bahja d-N 0 z | 27, 3839.
186 Al-S a k h, BlDa@ wai 324.
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to someauthoritative figures fromaely Islamic history such as §lthe P ophet 6 s neéenddwew and
by documented sequenaagledsilsila. Synchronically, they substitutélde teacherstudent relationshipf

traditional educatiorfor a more hierarchical tationship betweenthe guide and disciple rhurshidand
mu@)_lﬁ?

Sufism in both institutionalized and other forbecamea common phenomenam Syro-Egypt during the
thirteenth and fourteenth centuri€TheCr usader s6 attacks, ¢le payaty, i nvas
constant warfare, massive death and migration nMdslim peoples takeefuge in devotional Sufi
practices and commities. Ayyl bi d alersipatidrizedbutiskfor vatious reasons suchtas
supportSunniideologya g a i n s t-Ism0 @airSichléga@cyin the regiorip have an alternative human
resourceagainst their rebelling soldigrandsimplyto gainGo d 6 s a %l thet fiieenthecentury,
many scholars ithe regionwereaffiliated with one or moresufi pathsas either dollower or sympathizer.
There were influential Sufi sheikhs, who enjoyed close reldtipasvith the ruling elite andhe top
religious offcials; and thus constituted a alternativechannel for social mobilityof his followers!'’®
Sometimes rivalry betweereligious scholars manifested itself in the form of sympathy for or antipathy
against renowree Sufi figures such as Ibal-Arabd (d. 1240) and Ibral-F O r (d. dl235)\"! Some

endowments stipulated scholars employed as professors to have affiliatican Suiffpath'’2

In this context, Ahmadl-Gh az z 9 al s o hipowmtmsafdfiguregih Ramascus.dslvas close to
Ab &-Sall -ma r (d.d412), a highly esteemed Sufi in the aitho was often entrusted with conveying

alms from Damascus to MecEd.This Sufi network in Damascus then connected him teD@mascene

167 Hodgson,The Venture of Islam:201 17; Ahmet T. KaramustafaSufism: The Formative PerioEdinburgh:Edinburgh
University Press, 2007) 87, 114 42.

188 Ahmet T. KaramustaffGod 6 s Unruly Friends: Dervi sh -BB0QmgwsrldPublicatidng | s | a mi
2006),52i 56; idem,Sufism: The Formative Peripd25, 14950.

®EmMi | T. Homerin, ASufis and Their Detractors in Nsamtuk Egyp!
Mysticism Contested: Thirteen Centuries of Controversies & Poleraitsl.J.F. de Jong and Bernd Radtke99, 9225 48;
Homerin, fSavi ngkhMunsglithm t iceu ISsu:f i T HDau tMBR3 (19099M5988. uk Lands, 0

10SeeAdam Sabraii Fr om Arti san to Courtier: -fehi smyialfidoye of¢chdMiddle Mobi | i t
East ed. Margariti Eleni Roxani et al2011, 21832.

M Homerin,i Suf i s and ofrhseiirn Dvatmlauck Egypt . o
172 Amin, The Wagfs and Siat Life in Egypt 208.
13ForalAz rols6 ob i o gal-8 @k Iy Al®@ eld: 199.
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actorsWhenAh mad and weéeih MeSca formpilgrimagenil406,the latterintroduced himto

Shei k ha-D@mAbddlah atY fi6éd)s wr i ti ngs and encBlua iddihs hi m t
father Abdliah (d. 1367) had been a wé&hown Sufi in Yemen. He served several Sufi sheikhs as a
disciple, whom lagr wouldbe associated with distinct Sufi orders sushat h e , Q \dSiorf r awar do,
ShUdhal 0, Aftarrhid de®hiAbdli6loaho6s foll owers consthe&fedodhi m
branch within the) U d érderd®Y U f folldwgrs were widespeal especially in Hijaz and Yemen. Leading

scholars in the regiowere associated with his Sufi pafor examplel a mallD ¢ ibn Zahira (d. 1414)

friend of Ahmadandthe judge of Meccayas a student of Sheikh Abthh. It seemghat being part of the

Y U f-Q & dyetwgrkbroughtAhmad strong connections and supperiamascus and Mecca.

RadiyyatDon was bor n YiOfQddhetwsrk. Heahenmarried thedaughter of Sheikh
Ahmad alA q b (1878 1450), aQ U d driented Sufi leadewho trainechis followers in his own convent
outside thecity walls of Damascué’® Both al-A q b Endlthe aforementioned\ b bI-S a fvdle disciples
of the same guid&heikhA b BakratMa ws RadijyalDd n s e e nbsoaderedh h a v QU chierr @ s
Sufi network in Damascusand finally occupied a significant position in thigtwork thanks to his

connectiorwith acentral figureby marriage.

1.3.Conclusion

This chaptehasdealt with the history ahefirst two generations of the h a family in DamascusAhmad

al-G h a was the first member of the familyho emigrated from Gaza to Damascus and settled in the city.
He lived in aperiodwhen Greater Syria enjoyed relative independence frorSulianate of Cairdue to

Ti mur 6 s ardeubsegiénbpowstiruggles between riv8lyriangovernorswho aspired to estéibh

their autonomous ruleThe wnceasingmilitary struggles brought negotiationslashes, alliances, and
oppositionamongdiversepowergroups including scholaraho constituted the legal drideological basis

of any possible governmeim Syria This situationcreated opportunities fahe younger generation of
scholarsseeking patronagand promotionsThus, despite hiaonscholarly familybackground, Ahmad

rapidly ascendedh his careerandheld severaprofesorships and the officef the mufti of thed U r-adla |

174Al-G h a Bahjp d-N 0 z | 125)26.

"Derya Bak DK@OOti heo TV KSAM, 2013).

76 Al-G h a zAkkDa w U k.h. B57, 653. Faal-A g b @) 0b i psgerals p k 1, Bl @ wlb 255.
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in DamascusHe alsoformed Sufi connections in Syria atite Hijaz, mainlywith theQUdi r § Suf i s

Damascus and Mecca.

The Mamluk sultans achieved increasing integration ofa&reSyria into theSultanate of Cairafter

B a r b aiynsg ddmpaigrin the 1430s Moreover, Cairemerged as an unrivaledsmopolitarcenter for
scholarshipand schadrly activitiesin Islamdomduring this periodThiscontexte nabl ed Ahmadods
Radiyyal-D ¢ to broaden the network Ingherited from his father. Radiyal-D @ astablished close relations

with the Cairene scholarly community and ruling elite, and sought their patronage. He also developed his

fatheros Sufi ties aPVWdsheikdpinPamasgust he daughter of

In sum,the G h a ZfEsprose in Damascus as regional actors thanks to thesuatioal atmosphere in
Syria. Then, they became closer to Mamluk Cairo becafis®olving political realitiesand aspired to
become imperial dorsby enteringhe Cairene scholarly milieu arghining accesto the Mamluk sultan
The hird generation of the family in Damasowsuld be born into thisinterregionalnetwork ofSh Uf i 6 §

scholars an® U d $ufisd
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CHAPTER Il: RADIYY AL -D QN -GHAZZ Q FROM A DERVISH LODGE IN
DAMASCUS TO THE MAMLUK COURT IN CAIRO (1458 1516

Radiyyal-D 0 &b &l-Fadl(1458 1529)witnessedhereigns of four sultans iByria, respectivel Q@ Uy i t b Uy
(r. 1468 1496),al-Ghawi(r. 1501 1516), Selim | (r. 15121520), and Séyman | (r. 15201566).He spent
almostsixty years of his life undévlamluk rule,and in theremainingthirteenyears hesawthe Ottoman

government.

This chapter deals with RadigkD 0dns | i f e Radiyyal-D @ spenthis 6hildhood in himatrnal
grandfat her 6s der asiarsdnphan bedagisss fatherhaddiednehenche was less than
two years old. Stillin the following yearshe managed to become a scholar sunctessfully toolksome of

hisf a t heachidggpositions. He bataone of the deputies of ti&h U €hieffudgein Damascudefore

his midtwenties and occupiethis postfor decades. In his thirties, he was composing panegyrics for

QUy i in Bdity, and evepenneda separatevork devoted taghe Mamluk sultan

How did Radiyy atD 0 achieveall this despite his staiin life as an orphah Did the familial network he

was born intpplay a role in higourneyfrom a dervish lodge in Damascus to the Mamluk court in Cairo?
Were there othegocial and scholarlgnechanisms that paved the way for honbecome a scholéike his

father and grandfath@ihe previous chapter has scrutinized the material andnaderial gains of the latter

two. The present chapter will examine how Radiypp@y n assumed and wutilized

answer the questions above.

2.1. An Orphanin a QU d iDergish Lodge

Radiyy al-D § was born in Damascusn 19 September 1458. He lost his father RadiyD ¢ Abl al-
Baral the followingyear, and his relatives named him after his father by his name Muhammad and his

nickname Radiyyal-D §. Hlis mother tookhim and his eldeb r o t h e r to HetbfathBrrSheikh Ahmad
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al-AgbU 6 6 (i 1480YQ0 d dervish lodggzUwiya) outsidethe city walls’” The incumbensheikhof
the lodgewas Ahmadal-AgqbU 6 6 IsbornUdh $482/83) Radiyyal-D ¢ and his brothegrew up under

the protectionof their maternal uncle.

Buildings of various size and capacitiedhostingSufis and Sufi practicesflourished in Syria and Egypt
sincetheAy y 1 rolé. 8alh al-D § al-Ayyi b {d. 1193) established the filsth U nin Ebipt, andstate
sponsoreck h U nsqdpitlly spread in the regiaturing the Mamluk periodor various reasons such as
keeping the Sufis under control and empowerment of Sunni idetTolyy for dervish lodges, thediffered
fromk h U nsanéitily in size antbcus rather thather mission Dervish lodgesoften associated with the
tomb of a mystic figurewererather smalcapacityprivate enterprises and hosted not only Sufis searching

for a place for seclusion amttikr but also scholarandpeoplein need”®

There werenanydervish lodgesindk h U nsin Mamlukterritories Al-Maqrid(d. 1444) counts twenty
five dervishlodgesandtwentytwo k h U hsdn(Cairoin hisera® N u 6 @d.m521) gave information
about twenty six dervish lodges and twenigek h U nsgniDamascu# the early sixteenth centut§*
Unfortunately, Ndym® s wor k | ac k £ 6 &dgebetal ma yw Ufkforthsugtteptit was still

active inthefirst decades of theixteenth century??

Dervish lodges in Damascus were affiliated with various Sufi ordeieiding QUd i r o ,andRi f U6 0
Qa | a A%Utaaems that they were an integral part ofilif®amascus by connecting people with various
backgrounds but similar Sufi tendenci€se thusexpecsthatRadiyyatbon di d not spend hi
in totalisolationi n hi s g r a nde$paetithlecatidom thd sarebuneings of the citide started

177 The sources imply that Radiyg-D ¢ A b &l-Barakat had a third son named SBaa-Don but | coul d imot fi nd
contemporary sources. SeeGih a Bahja d-N U z | 164pand 254al-G h a ,alzkga w U, k.n.354.For al-Aq b&® o0bi pgr aphy
see alS a k h, Bl@a@ wlié 255.

178 Seel_eonor FernandesThe Evolution of a Sufi Institution in Mamluk Egypt: The Khar@anlin: Klaus Schwarz Verlag, 1988)
2; Emi | HHofmeg iaand iTheir DetractdBavingMadms ukmE§ygpte; OHomer i n,

9E mi | Homerin, ASufis and Theéelomebeéenhr adé s adBemandeifEmluink Bg Yy pt o
a Sufi Institution 13 16.

BKsmail Yi]DKAOHIRI M&©t , BDV NnKSAM, 2008) .
BLAI-N u 6 a, pHDGis, 1948.

182 Al-G h a zakzkga w U, ke.n.367.For a contemporary dervish lodge owned 9 8 d sheild but nomentionecby Nu6 a § m
seeal-K a w U le.n.H.2.

1B3AI-N U 6 a, plDis, II: 1960 222,
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his education under the supervision of his maternal um¢hés lodge, which hostaabt only Sufis but also
scholarly figure<® More importantly,heassumed her e a QUd i r §wilibe sentinithey , whi

following sections he would bendffrom throughout his life.
2.2. Becoming aS h U Priofésgor

2.2.1. Mechanismsand Toolsfor SecuringScholarly Continuity in Families

Scholars ilfMamluk landswvere competing for lucrativeosts in endowment$he holdes of posts usually
sought ways to transmithemto their sons or relativet assure that thinancialresourcesvould remain
in the hands ofheir family. The families that managed to transfer lucrative positions to desitendants
grew into renowned scholarly familiem time.*®®> Handing down ifu 2)] custody wadlya), deputyship
(niytha), and certificatiorio teach and issue religlegal opinionsi( j @iz @ d r -§isf) weldeessential
mechanismsand toolsthat developed in the region throughout centurigsey assuredocal families

scholaly continuity by facilitating them t@ansmission of scholarly positioasrosgheir generations.
Nuzfi |

As numerous examgs from the Mamluk era indicatprofessorsof madrasagould leavetheir teaching
poststo others usually in return formamount 6 payment®® Superintendentsi\(z &and holders of other
endowed positions such as preachkhaip) could also resign from their postsfavor of their sonsand

others!®” Mamluk rulers occasionally attempted to prohibit streimsfer$®® because there weextreme

1B4For exampleSh a h D nalAh-Madths al an expert i nflas))ieadithAgqlbdw odidsail mhigri t
while. Seeal-S a k h, BlaD@ w& 256.

185 T give an examplesee |bn Jafiia family, who held the positionef prayer leader and preacher in theAgsUMosque in
Jerusalenforthreec ent uri es. Sadl@bo, fAThe Banl Ja

186 The common verb used sourcedo denote the practice imzala an For examples oh u zid Damascusseeal-N u 6 a, plmo
DUris, 1948, 1:144, 149, 155, 86175, 201, 224, 253, 265, 31rfther examples from Cairsee BerkeyThe Transmission of
Knowledge 109 10.

187 For example, sea-N u 6 a, pl#dis, 1:137, 155, 300.

188 For instance, SultaB a r s b U ¥143g8)indd2 an abortive attempt to prevent disqualified peapla tholding posts in
endowments. &Amin, The Wagqgfs and Sizt Life in Egypt 127.
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casesuch asvhere the holder of the positiam his deathbeddandedt down to his preadolescent even

infant son'8°

ChamberlairarguesfiThen u zwlad not recognized in law, but depended on the prestige of the lecturer, on

the expectation mergenerally that sos s houl d i nheo$ it t*t\htes .see if was her s 6
legalized bythe fatwas of Tagiywl-D ¢ a-S u b(H. @355), the eminer8yro-EgyptianS h U furist Al-

Subk@ cl @é hepanpntetn $ogal scholar imaadrasaa preacher, a mosque prajeader a

professor, an assistaptofessor, or those others occupyiy endowed postwaa) 6) ihand down his

positionfor a personthe superintendemitas no right tanterfere ando give therelatedpositionto another

individual. Because thisvould bethe nullification of thef i r st p e risgUa phéhsy § ovidrdgite t (
positiono'® This religiolegal opinion of alSub k9 was not mar g iseersto haveOn t he
provided a strong legal basis for the practit@anding dowrin Mamluk territories. We erounter cases

where contemporaryscholars give references to this and similar fatwhie defendng their rights in

endowed positions handed dovathem?®2
Wadya

An elderly scholarwho aspired teransmithis positionto hisunderagesonbefore his deathwas not usually
content withthe practice ofi u zir favor of the latterbut resorted to othemeango guarantee the actual

transmissiorof the position

189Gee alN u 6 a, pl4DEtis, 1948, 1:255, 2911, 295.
190 ChamberlainKnowledgeand Social Practice95.
191 Tagiyyal-D § nob.Abd atK i al-Sublg FatOvUAI-Subly(Beirut: DO al-Ma'rifa), 11: 224.
ZK8d ¢REUHA pa AsAAYOG EFEO6 A ¢a& Ega OAT oMA A& 7Zp 8B
ba AR MKBOARRHRAIATER H AABEROABREREAR/AED 386 /A7 BGOGH(...)
GEYOo641 ¢Ox 6A

192 For example, a teacher of RadighyD o A b | -Baxakl claimed that Radiyg-kDomad a | awful right to hi
positions according teell-knownfatwas of alSubki. Seal-Gh a Bahjad-N U z | 21% n

GzAAHn GOOEta A bUaywadrybEnsiEdegr ok RYSAaueHAZ AN 4 A
ATHYzn &gt
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N u zpkattice provided legal recogition ofhiss o n & soverthegelatédpostby the superintendent and
judge evenwhenhis sonwas notfully qualified for the post. However, @ould not guarantekis acual
assumption of the positian the future In other wordsthe transmission of the legalghts on a position
and the actual transmission of the position were different thingsp e r legal rights on a positiocould
easilybe overlookedgnored, denied, or forgotteifi,hedid not struggle enoudlo actuallytakethem over
There were mangualified scholars with strong connections, who covetath vacant positiongnd an
underage unqualified orphawho wasdreaming to replace his father in his posititng devoid of the

means and capacity to stuggle against his contendeutd be areasy rivalin any respect.

Thus,the fatherusually assigned this underagedona custodianwas) from among his colleagugsho
would becomdegally responsible fohnis possessions amgfend higightson particular positionantil he
was oldenough Of course, the custodiamas expected tbe a trustfupersonwho wouldsecure theelated
position for the child without deposing of i\ deceitful custodiacould take advantage of theabilities of
thechild and dispossess him of the posititefs to him by his fatherin return for money or his own benefit.
According to Islamic law, if the fathalied without appointing a custodian the absence of a grandfather,
the incumbent judgef the city automatically became the custodiahthe orpharit®® The logic of this
automatic appointment seems to be based on the expectation that the jindgmdst experienced and

capable | egal person to secure the childbés rights
Niy(ba

Deputyship was another widespread practiddamluk lands. Sholars could appoint deputigsad i) bos

their posts in endowments. The appointed depulfilled the requirements of the assigned post and
benefited from it until its legal owner took the post back. It enablgstandingscholarly figuresto keep

financial resources at their disposal by occupying several lucrative endowed positionseciyciand

appointing their protégés &ach asdeputy®

Deputyshipalso functioned as a useful mechanism for robust transmission of positions from the deceased
father to his underage orpha@nce a childwho was legally authorized to replace highé& in his posts

afterhanding dowr(n u 3, prbvedunqualifiedin several respects fulfill the assignediuties of thepost

BAl i Bardako] IDKAOMY e 1@y e tT, D&/ iKISAM, 2013).
194Berkey, The Transmission of Knowledge07 19.
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in person, he needed another indidtiwho would occupy the posind shouldeits daily responsibilities
prescribed in the emgvment deean his behalfln that case,ither the custodiafwas) himselfor another
person appointed e custodiamccupied the postash e ¢ hi | d @supiddethe pastyuntil thée

child grew up and assnedthe poshimself or decided to leaveto another scholar by handing down.
lj UZ-a adr-isf tw

N u z wakla, andniy(bawere significant legal and social mechanismssuringafather that his son could

replace hinin his postsn endowmentsThe child legally became the new ownettw post byn u z Hisl

waglegally defendedhis rights on theelatedpostagainst powerful rivals from tHearned community. His

wa®9® another scholar appointed by him temporarily
n U 6Thdsehoweverwere not fully enough for actual transmission of the post witlfemily, from older

family members to younger onékhe latterhad to meet the criterions stipulated in the endowmieatiof

the related posand actuallybe qualifiedfor the postif he wanted to assuniiepersonally How should he

prove his competence, however? Harscholarlytool, the certificate to teach and issue legal opinioas,

in operation|t was a special certificate different from other more common types of cateii{ j §.%°a

tshowedo ne 6 s ¢ o mp et e nioendotvroentsegpectally teaching oned. s

The certificate to teach and issue legal opinionsontemporanSyro-Egyptwas a degree attained only
after years of study in Islamic law andiral examination under the supervision of a scholdro himself
had once been awarded thys certificateand usubly held a professorship. Thirtificate, as @enerally
recognized indicator of the level of scholarship of the young scholar, provided hicawgtiopportunities
by provinghis qualification for variouscholarlyposts sch as assistant professorsipimfessorship, deputy

professorshipjudgeshipand deputy judgeshi3®

The followingsectiontraces how these mechanisam&l tools functioneth the case of a professorship held
by the member s ofdedadeend iihallpozcupiedy Radiyy B 0 n .

195 For different types of certificate s€e mi | Ak p é n arK,AOMKd @zet ,TdD ViFokeXample, the certifidale
of transmissioni(j Uz a wjlisasamore common and did not require tight conditions. The following part of this chapter will
discuss it in detail.

%pDevin Stewart, fAThe Doctorate of Lidwshd&ducatomMedieval IslamMsiudiésu k Egy p
in Memory of George Makdised. Joseph Lowry et gIChippenham: EJW Gibb Memorial Trust, 2004)i 96.
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2.2.2. An Inherited Teaching Positon The Kal |l Usa Madr asa

Ahmad al-G h a zRadiyy al-D gdns g r a rsutdesstullypagsed a traditional fiy-question exam
(ar badon nmaats otahl daa$ hr Wmidypspan Davhascis 1389, and received a certificate to
issue legal opinions artdach from the professor of thisadrasaHe thenstarted working as an assistant
professor in several Damasw educational institution¥’ Eventually, e occupied onghird of the

professorship in thK a | IMEdsasa in 13952

Though named a madrasa, tiea | |h&bsna separate buildingt wasan endowed corner inside the
UmayyadMosque The Umayyadosquehoged seven similar coans eaclwith its ownendowment deed
thuscalleda madrasa?®® As for the dvision of a teaching position and its income among several scholars

thiswas a widespread phenomernnmcontemporarfpamascus®

Startingfrom onethird of the professorshipAhmad tookon the rest of theeachingpostin theK a |l | Us a
Madrasdater on. He taught there for yeaiis addition tohis aforementione® h U furistopdsitionin the

d U r-adiaofl Damascusind other teaching poststhe city.

As mentioned in the previous chaptehemAhmaddied in 1421, his son Radiyg-D oAb BFBar a k Ut
was twelveyears old. He wasnqualifiedto replacenis fatherin his positionsmmediately Sources do not
inform whether his father appointedv a $oQhim. Yetwe learnthat Ahmad hadransferrechis positions

to him before his eathin Mecca According toRadiyy atlDd n AB & r a lbwhtadcsunt, upon his
fatheros deat ha-quida-mof mpd edde g ruidhvgqeasitior(s that hadfbeen handed
down to him from his fathefw a » §af-ma n z danhEmimhy.?°! Neverthelesshe was notompletely
helpless because sometof s f at hsuppéredih. Fdr exantple, ne of thengavehim a written

documentwhich affirmed that he had thegalright to replace his father imanded dowmposts according

197 |bn QlHoShuhbaTabadt al-SH¥@yya, 1987, 4:78; aGhaz) Bahja atNzirin, 123.
198§ jT{rikh IbnHi j2p08, 1:147.

199 For exanple, one of them was the Ghéliya madrasa named after the delted Muslim scholar Imam GHaiz(d. 1111) who

studied there for a while. For further information onkha | ImBldsasa and these madrasagal-N u 6 a, ;{I-ni)f'}is, 1948, 1:413,
447,2:412A1 so see Hati muBMahami 8ij ghMosEducat i ondolrnallohldamic Studies o n s
20, no. 2 (2009): 202.

200 For divisibility of posts, see Makdisthe Rise of College$68 70. Forexamples of the partition of professbips in Damacene
madrasas, se#-N u 6 a, ﬁl-lﬁt':j'is, 1948, 1:54, 143, 144, 175, 224, 264, 265, 274, 286, 287, 295, 309, 314, 355.

201Al-Gh a,Bahjad-NUz 180 n
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to Takiyyal-Dgn aFSubl) 6 s fO%4viorecwes, hei ncumbent Sh OfDamascusctedas f | u d ¢
his custodianand, probably under the pressure of his proteagrsedhatRadiyyalD o n  Abdr ak Ut 6 s
maternal unclavould becane his deputy irthe professorshioftheK a | IMadrasa&® The chief judge
alsoappointed another scholar to t8eh U juiistopdsitionin thed U r-adlaa$Radiyy atD 0 ndépaity?*4

A h ma defthaning posts, however, were no longerRadiyy atD § npbbssessionlt seems thatfor

unknown reasons, Radiyy-&) § later resigned from his rightstheposition of juristof thed U r-adland

this position passed into the hands of other scholdreK a | |pridfesaorshiphowever remainedn his

hand.

Radiyyal-D ¢ A b hl-Barakl attainel his first certificate to teach and issue legal opinion at the age of
twenty-three in 1432% Now, he was qualified to assume a professorghiphe same year,ehbegan to

teach in theK a | linStead ofhis deputy?® He taught in the madrasa until his dem 1459 At his
deathbed, he left his two little sons, RadahD ¢ andl b r Jundenthe custody of Zayal-D ¢ Khattlh
al-Umar(d. 1474)Zaynal-D 0 was his peer andassmateluring his educatiorandoccupieda postin the
UmayyadMosque wheretheK a | IM8dsasa was locatétf Zayn atDo played his role as the custodian

of the two little children. Hassisted them in their educatiandassumedhe professorship oftiéa | | Us a

Madrasa as their depuiyr a while

| br Bs0mge i s iswhitkandatech30 Novembeh 147Bamascene historiaal-Busrawpstates

that he had memorizetie Quran, and was performing daily prayers regularly among the congregation in

the Umayyadosque?®Al-S a k halswajlots to him a brief entry underlyingthae assumed hi s f
positions as a partner to his brothistggarra Hcihlt abingsharkatan lrakhhd and underwent mystical

experienceflU a 1j).3°Fdrther information aboutim is unavailable.

22A1-G h a 2tX1A4.
2035eeal-N u 6 a, plBtis, 2:341;lbnT 1 |, &-fhughr atB a s s152n
204Al-Gh a,Bahjad-NUz |86.0 n
205A1-G h a 2880
206 Al-N u 6 a, p4DGs, 1948, 1:34P43.
207 For Zaynal-D g al-Khatthé s b i psgerats p k 1, &l-B @ w181 82.
208AlBusr, BWOi BhsaBwd
209A1-S a k h &l-Da whi126 27.
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As for Radiyy al-D 0§, e continued his educatiamderhis custodian Zayal-D 9. iThe lattertaught him
Islamic lawandguided him to classes of the leading Damascene schivliat470, Zayral-D 0 neceived
the prokssorship of the prestigious &fiyya Barthiyya Madrasawhose endowment deed disallowitsd
professor to teach in another madrasa concurréfifiiherefore, havas obliged to appoirnother scholar
to theK a | IMadrasaasthe deputy oRadiyyal-D , who was only twelve years old. This new deputy
occupied therofessorshifior the next twety years?!! After years of study in Islamic disciplines and being
authorized to teacand issue legal opinionRadiyyal-D 0 finally replaced his deputy and startedcling
intheK a | lin(parsorin 1490212

In short, he professorship of the Kdlba Madasacould bet r ansmi tt ed within the G
three generationhe remaining posts, on the other haswkm to have gormit of their possession in time.

Ahmad occupied thprofessorshif the KallJ sim1395 1421, i.e. for twentysix years.His son Radiyy

a-Dogn AB&r akUt took the post in 1432 duringfwvhiohhis an i nt
maternal uncle acted as his deputy in the poshéittit fortwenty-seven years, arfthnded it dowro his

two sons, RadiyyaDd n labnrddhom. When theDJdmthecamd etdhe Radligy
post. Nevertheless, he had to wait a period of tluny years, during which two other scholars (the
custodian appointed by his father before his death, and then, another spholatea by this custodian)

occupiedhe posbn his behalfs his deputies. He eventuadiarted teaching the Kallasan 1490.

TheKalUsa pr of ess or mheitgble post for tkl& hsa@rztd sof They control | e
century,from 13% to 149Q either by themselves or through appointed deputy profesHuissbecame
possiblethanks to lhie aforementioned mechanismamelyhanding down, cuedy, and deputyshifhey
could teach in the madrasa in person only afteumenting their pragiency in teaching bgcholarly

certificatesssued afteyears of education

210y & | nwdema ve Medrese (1151260) 79 80.
211 A|-Ghaz zap-K a w U le.in. 8.

212 For his acquisition of a certificate to teach and issue legal opinionsbisé@ i n, Thayl atT a ma t 4-lgrd n Bviuls e mmU
DhakhO@srd @Bt m NuAbradAbl alasan Abdullah b. Abdahz 0 Shabfl§ (ocROr-Rak Ul a, 2021)
470. For the date of his IbniTAd d,tMufikdha@s i n the Kall UOsa madrasa,
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2.3. Becoming aS h U fludge o

2.3.1. Marriages and Familial Alliances

Sourcesmply that Radiyy al-D § wasalreadymarried in his early twentie32 Unfortunately, wehaveno
information abouhis wifeand her family. Yetve learn thahe had at least dauditer from this marriag
in 1480.

According to IbnT T 18Isn annal s, hdaughiedbinesagtid) to8 a h KDt ot=lBE)16 H(d.

1511), a young Damasceseholar and Radiyg-D §6ns  f, in mariage, and in return, marriBda h O a |
Doons | i tt |l e d age gohtracttook platenire30 Ayailrl480. Apparentlgsia were not actual
marriages becauseheir daughters were underadaut rather contract®aqd thatmost probablaimed at

building familial bondsand alliancéIn fact, IbnT T 16isn e x pr ¢ & iy o dfi adrh &ah isse cfir et r

(li-amrin baynahurd) implies such aimtentionon both side$®

TheBU16 0 were &S h U $chotardy family in Greater Syri& a h D déns¢randfather waa contemporary
of Radiyyal-Dodns gr andf at her asthéSmalEhiefjappedn Daneascu®é His two sons
| br (dh $464) and Muhammad (d. 1466) were regional scholars occupying positions of preacher and
deputyjudge in Damascus and Jerusalem. They were hasdorians and talented pogtgho enjoyed
pationage of the ruling elit€’ The family consolidated its reputation in Egypt and Syriakbkao their
younger brothed a nmallD oW1 s (d.1475), who held the position of confidential secretiaryil al-s &) r
in Safad, andhe S h U thiefjuiigeshipsri major Syrian citiesncluding Damascué® Y | s had many

children, the mostenowned of whom were no doubté&ha(d. 1516), a celebrated Sygoet held in high

213 Limited examplesof contemporarymarriagessuggest that medid not delay getting mded after puberty andisually had
children beforeheir twenties. See Boaz ShoshBamascus Life 1480500: A Report of a Local Notafi.eiden: Brill, 2020), 32,
87.

214The interval between the act of signing the marriage cor{tract and the actual maage ceremony 6 yfolleved bydukhul
(literally sexual penetration) extended to days, weeks, and even a couple of ye&isoS@mPDamascus Life 148050Q 149,
and footnote 10.

251bnTT |, M f Okis.h a
26 Al-S a k h, BlDa wH231i 33.

27AI-Sa k h,B:@6029; 71 14; Dai suke I garashi, fMadriasmnahso,unddesh rivhad rBylicd s s
in the MaOnéni4g (2083):d994

28A1-S a k h, Bl@@ w298 99.
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esteem by Syrian and Egyptian educagedietyand ruling éte2°Ba h tDoavlas s ¥f 6 eands o n
Udhads bt her.

Radiyyal-D g andB a h @D §&ed several things in common. They studied from the same teachers. Radiyy
akDgons grandfat her Ahmad BwadD déngno it shBeéeh D é@asc huerr csl eo f
was Radiyyal-D 06ns t eBatle fanglieshad affiliations withQ U d $ufisgn Damascus. Their megns
occupi ed po s phospitalyose of the richésteendsviments in the tityeems Radiywal-D 0 n

andB a h D gamdnted to strengthen their connectitm®ughmarriageln fact, sich interfamily alliances

through marriage were a widespread phenomenon among the educated elite of the period, especially among
those holding judicial office¥! Being a scholar wasaareempen b all segments of society biadividual

scholarship and merit alone was matfficient to bring success in holding lucrative teaching and judgeship
positions. A wide network of relationships and lineage mattered more, and marriage was an essential

mechanism to build such a netwatk.

Actually, parallelsin the subsequent careers of RadayD § andB a h (D dariply the existence oén
alliance between therRadiyyal-D § managed tbecomeS h U tlepulygudge in Damascus in less than a
year after this marriag@? After six monthsB a h (D §#b receied an appointment as tBeh U fleputyd
judge in the city?* They both composegianegyricsor SultanQ Uy i ,tard Bigth penned workevoted

to thelife story and achievement$ the Mamluk sultaf?®As S h U judges they backed each other against

commonrivals?? and alsogot involved in disagreements on issues relatethéoN T thdspitaland its

29Emi |l T. Homeveéen,  THeéei My stgi dsmehalBUdni y aly s ( o f MERWE noll52DE): 216
34.

220 For his biography, ses-G h a zakzkda w U, k.n.1.7.

221 Mandavillegivesseveral examples, and underlines familial ties among the holders of the judgeship positions from four Schools
ofLawinthepearod concerned. Mandavill e, AimAh.e Musl im Judiciary of Dz

2225eePer ho, AClIimbing the Ladder: Social Mobility in the Mamlul
231pn T 1 I, Muflkaha 30.
241pnT T 1, #3n

25For RadiyyakDgéns panegyrics and composition, whhaAKbWweE lken 695 owi ng s
B a h (D oamdertook a similar project. See his biograpy iSa k h, Blv¥dg@ wB0:89 Petry gives the full name a h U a |

Donods @anlF.IPetryTiwilight of Majesty: The Reigns of the Mamluk Sultar8stiraf Qaytbay and Qansuh-@hawri in
Egypt(SeattleLondon: University of Washington Press, 1993), 14.

26IpnTT |, Mo f Okldh a
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administration as an endowmeépt Apparently however,this alliance based othe abovementioned
marriage contraatemained on paper and failed to endure longéx.seeNajmal-D § @ h a piviny no
reference to such a marriagending his grandfather and Baal-D § to each othein the biographical

entries allotted to them imisal-K a w U%8i b

Three monthsifter his marriage pact witlB a h D gaRadiyyal-D § maried for the third time. Thitast

one was a ordinarymarriage. His custodian and teacHayn al-D § Khatth had died in 1474 without
leaving a male he#?®Radiyyal-D ¢ married one of his daughténsAugust 148G3°Limited data in sources
do not allow 18 to speculate what this last marriage brought to him. He was tivemtyears old, and soon

would have two sons named Muhamnaad Ahmad from this marriagé

2.3.2. Connections in Cairo and DeputyJudgeship in Damascus

Radiyyal-D ¢ was in Cairo in early 148 he Mamluk capitalvas a center of attractidor Muslim elite

for the lastwo centuriesMore than twenty peent of the civilian elite in Cairo during the fifteenth century
were immigrants from outside Egypt. Among them, immigrants of Greater Syriatittoed thirty
percent?2Scholars were travelling to Cairo for various purposes ranging from escapthé&®aconquista
to pilgrimage educatiorand patronagé® Radiyyal-D ¢ aame to Cairdo visit his relative Qutbal-D ¢ al-
Khaydi(d. 1489)2** Qutbal-D ¢ wasthe S h U thiefgupige and confidential secretakjtib al-s &) inr
Damascus. Head beetliving in Cairo since 1476 as one of the intimate clients of SQtary i (r 146§
1496).

Clientdism wasabout servicepy fthes ul t andés trusted menod who, with t
served their sovereign wariousfields ranging from official tasks such as collection of taxes to unofficial

tasks such aspying and embezzlement. Clients usually came from humble origins and were deteid of

27 pnT 1 I, 74n

28 Al-G h a,zakKda w U k.n. 17, 653.

29A1-B u s r, BhikD al-Busravp 61.

200pnT T I,Muaf Uk2z R

231 See IbriTawg,al-T d 6)1§06 and 1510.

232 pety, The Civilian Elite of Cairp51i 61. See also the Map IHA on page 9697.

233 For the percentages of the civilian elite coming from outside the Mamluk lands see Reity, 61
Z4pnTT I,Maf Uk3d.h a
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influentid and powerful social ties. Yehey hada recognized talerih accounting and special knowledge
in law to carry out dutietheir patrorexpected from thenT.hey assumed significant ed in the governance
and policynaking of theMamluk state sometime®eyondthe usual bureaucratic positions. The sewt
their power and influenosas the sultan himself. They had no militéoyce asthe Mamluk amirsnor sodal
influence aghecivil servants from powerfubcal householdsThus they were awaref the factthat their
success dependsutcess randtvibeeretsa sifpaianwhich iraighthetwo parties into
a sort of symbiotic relationshipln this relation, gen the religion was secondary importance. \Wat

mattered more was loyalty of the client to his pa#®n.

QUy i tidd tbyreata client network around him to consolidate his rule. Qisb ¢ managed to attract

t he sul t aas écapabld agemtren he ovas judgein Damascus, and gradually became closer to
him. QU y i evbentuigllyappointechim ashis confidential secretagnd kept him in Cairo near his court.
He thenappointedQutb atD § ntwesaty-yearold son Najmal-D g to his fathed s  pnl Darsascus as the
S h U thiejuilge and confidential secretary in late 1#?@he S h U thiefjuiigehip was thénighest
judicial post inDamascusTheS h U ¢hiefgudge enjogdceremonial precedence ovke norS h U thief6 o
judges He was also authorized to appoint and disngsk U tiépudydjudges serving in Damascus and
neighboring towns. He wagsponsible for the administratiarf the wealthiest endowments the city.
Apart from the judgeship, h e S h Uf i ééld thgirdfessbshipoiadugnees of prestigious madrasa
known asthe madrasas of the judgeshipg d U r-q a Jl dsitheir ex-officio rights®” The confidential
secretary in Damascusn the other handyasthe president of thbureau of documentand performed
official correspondence between the city and other administrative centers including the Tagital.
confidential secretst of Damascus waappointed by the Mamluk sultan and wasponsible tdim, notto

the governorof Damascus. In other words, he waerking asthe s u | tiradepénslent agerih the

province?38

25 Carl F. PetryProted or s or Praetorians?: The Last Maml (SBuny Bess, 1994),s and E
132151.

26For NajmaltDo n 6 s b i oalrS aakpHBlupG@ w#184.For the date of Najral-Dodns appoi nSmehit 6 @schihef
judge andk(tib al-s &in Damascusseeal-B u s r, Bkikh al-Busrawg 78 79.

237 Amin, The Wagfs and Siad Life in Egypt 1082 2; Wi nter, f@dThe Judiciary of Late Maml
Yal - én, ABahri Meml ¢kl erde Démakk Kadeéel kudatl éejée, o chap. [
28Mandaville, AThe Musl iim®3.Judiciary of Damascus, 0 91
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Even thougibbamascene learned elite criticized young Nakpodhs appoi nt ment t o such
QUy i didbnotytep back. Clearly, QuéhD gdns | toyha $ultay promisedi s s o n esvicef ai t hf
aswellThus, Qfpyd to frePare Najm @D ¢ ashisf at h e esdosLatsr org le marriedQutb

al-D ¢ to one ofthe daughteyof the Abbasid caliph in order to honQutb alD § and further strengthen

his social and politicadtandingn the face of criticismievelled against him and his s6#

IndeedQutbal-D gand hissod s i n c r tga and inflgenge Cai anddamascusvereto Radiyy
akbDgbns advant age becauRayytalbéey 6we ge amidsnoD éhled s iama s Qart
were sisterd® That is,Radiyyal-D géns f a t h eal-D gamerd co@indTHus,Radiyyal-D § had no
difficulty in reachinga deal with Quttal-D g for an office. He agreed with him @®0 dinars ineturn for

his appointment ageputy judgen Damascusand paid a certain amount in advatfée.

Modern researchers refer to this practice as saiffiofs, and usually tend to consider the payment rendered
as venality or briber¥? It was a widespread phenomenon especially during the reigns of the last Mamluk
sultansQ Uy i andabGhaw The dief judges and their deputies had to pay differentartsoof money
according to the rank of the targeted position, its anticipated revenudneanomber of applicants and the
amountthe latteroffered for the office?*® The practice was not restricted to the top judicial offices.
Appointment to thedp religous functions such awe office ofmarket inspectorandthe administrative
officesof thewealthiest endowmentdso required payment. There are many examplsirofar payments

for bureaucatic and military posts as weft

29A1-S a k h 8D a w122

240 They were daughters of a Damascene merchant namhedH aarl 0 r ¢ . Fod theselmhuitidyg bonds, $¢é j Tarieh Ibn
Hi jlj45al-S a k h &l4Da wPH117.Fora-H a rédsr b i o g a8 p k h, Al-DHre5e328.

20bnT1T |, Mum f U k39;kbaTawg,al-Ta'lq, 33.

22Toru Miur a, AUrban Society i n DM3RAG mUl{20G6)s 15DHMiuraMymaimisnk Er a Wa
in the Urban Society of Damascusl5120; MartetT h o u mi an B e r alaaf &ffice and ItsfEdohoenic Sonsequences

during the Rule of the Last Circassians (8¥22/14681 5 1 6VISR 408 3 , I X, no. 2 (2005); Mi chael \
Late Mamluk and Early Ottoman Damascus: The Administrative, Social and CulturaloTramftt i on of t he Syst em,
Conermann (History and Society during the Mamluk Era (1%07), Bonn University: Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg, 2012);
Winter, fAThe Judiciary of Late Mamluk and Early Ottoman Dama:!

Mandavill e, AThe Muslin6ludWeinae yianpodi Date eMemdult drid sEarly Ottbran
Damascus. 0

244 Bernadette identifies nineteen military, sevefitg religious, and thirstwo administrative appointments that occurred
following a monetary exchange during the reigns of the last two Mamluk sulseB e r nadet t e, A The Sale of C
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The office of judgeship was desired post becayses mentioned earlieit,brought financial opportunities

to its holder such asourt fees and eafficio rights inseveralkendowments, which made it rather profitable

in the long rurf*® Yet payment was not enougb be eligiblefor this post The conventional academic
gualifications for judicial postsvere a prerequisite for bargaining themount of paymentat least

nominally?® Thus, dspite the general tendency in the literature, one should not hasten to label such
payments as bréyy. In fact, Miura, who also labdlsema s br i ber y, nshwa baeaa,andi The t e
badhlthat refer to bribery appear very rarely in narrative sources. Rather, we are told simply that somebody
obtained an office fo#¥'Hehéustumeof egtpbDaADnsgifiahe 8%
religious and bureaucratic officey statingthat the practice should be considered as a financial policy of

the state?® It seems that it was nain arbitrarily butrather asystematically applied pracéén Mamluk

lands Mandavillelikensit to a form of indirect taxation that the late Mamluk governmesgortedo as a

measue in the face of financial crisé*®

Though with reservations, oneay compareit to the Ottoman revenue farmingltizam), wherethe

government lefits taxation rights in & u dah for a certain period of time to the highest bidder (known
asmultazin) in an auction in return for a fixed amount of money usually paid in advance by the latter. It

was a sort of private enterprjsa which the bidder hoped to compensate hisiiitial losses in thaear

future andmake profi®®*Mi ur a, t oo, highlights this resemblance

tax farming were similar in that b#%®th bartered ad

In any caseRadiyyal-D 0 mecame @h U fdepdity judge at the age of twerityee After a few months,
the abovementioned a h UD §gRadiyy al-D ddndatherin-law and sofin-law simultaneously) also

receival an appointment to the same post at the age of tvagatiMandaville calculatede average age of

Wi nter, fAThe Judiciary of Late Mamluk and Early Ottoman Dam
“Mandaville, AThe Musl im9.Judiciary of Damascus, 0 48

247 Miura, Dynamism in the Urban Society of Damasdlikb.

248 Miura, 1.

29 Mandaville,i The mulsudi ci ary5nf Damascus, 0

250 For the details of the Ottoman system of tax farmeegMe h met Ge n - ,D K@K ntl ii znaem, of Divnh KSAM, 200C

251 Miura, Dynamism in the Urban Society of Damasdg?.
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the chief judges of the period as fegight, and of their deputies as fofty Thus, onsidering tie ages of
their colleagues, Radiyy& 0 n  a t)d-2 ®wete exceptionallyyoung for theoffice. It seems their

marriage stragies anchetwork of elationships bore frutjuickly.

Radiyy atD § nkimghip ties, marriage relations, and payment seem to have played a significantisle in
assumption of th& h U tlepulydudgeship in Damascus, despite his younglagdke following yearshe

would aspire to enjoy close relations with the Mamluk sudisinis relative Qutb ab Q did.
2.4. BecomingaiSul t an®s Man

2.4.1. The Mamluk Sultan Two-StepsAway: In QU y i 6 8dlry

Radiyyal-D ¢ assumedhe office of S h U fiepulyjudgen Damascusn eaty 1481. Hevisited Cairo in
the subsequent years for various reagetBuring these visits, he fourttie opportunity to meet Sultan
QUvy i ,ard Btiended his assemblies.

Radiyyal-D @ons g r a n dakDojmfesdvilzeghaintimate relationship betweenshgrandfather and the
Mamluk sultan in the biographical entry allotted to the I&ftehccording tohim, there was a real harmony

and intimacy g h U y-iat d)ibétviden StanQ Uy i ant Kagliyyal-D 0, andthey hadboeticdialogues

(mu t U1 with Bachother Najm al-D § quotes some verses allegedly composedStanQUy i ,t b Uy
where he complain® Radiyy al-D ¢ abouthis impatiencefor divine love, andther verses belonging to

his gramifather, where he repligs the sultad s ¢ o mwith similar mystical depth Najm al-D gdns

account suggss the two met several times different occasions.

However, Najmal-D gdns p or t r a yastloseoffiends rust latgelyobe a projection of higno
historicalimaginationand an outcome ofisefforts to adrn his familypast. When haas composingis
biographical dictionary in the early seventeenth cent@y,y i hat &rgady been elevated to the level of
sainthood ircollective memory, and appearasithe most pious sultan in an increasingly forgottamik
history. Najmal-D ¢ seems tde pleasedith the idea that the saint sultan and saint grandfather were close

peersexchangingmystical poems with secret meanings. The reality, howdweks different. When

2Mandavill e, flhae yMwod! 40m mawcius, 0
253 For exampleseeal-B u s r, Bk al-Busrawy 122, 123, 142, 160.
B4A1-G h a ,zkKda w U, k.n.595.
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QUy i asbefided to the throne in 146&dR/yal-D § wias atenyearold child in Damascus. There was
thirty-five yearsage gapbetween the two. In other wordbe alleged friendsvere separated by at least a
generationOf course, ltis does not falsify the essence of NahD gons a c e.dradiyyalD Q imasi

or endeawred to bé among the attendant$ SultanQ U y i & s UgRoobably, the quoted versegere

recited in such court meetings in the presence of the sultan.

The arly Mamluk sultansisually lackedcompetency angood knowledg in the Arabic language and
literature because they had receiggtedominantly martial education in their isolated barracks behind the
closed walls of the citadddefore seizinghe throne as younmilitary commanders® From the early
fifteenth centuryhowever, thidegan to chandger several reason$heCircassian sultans were older than
their predecessotsad beenwhenthey ascended to the thréndagmag (r. 14381453) was sixtysix, GO

(r. 1453 1461) seventy w o , shdattlam (r. 14611467) about fifty, andQ Uy i {r.H46§ 1496) mid
forty. They passed a long military and administrative careseweralities prior to their sultanatevhich
had brought them into interaction withettocal culture and people. This long careadded to their life
experience, knowledge in language, and taste in literature aitiGohsequently, nlike theearly Mamluk
sultans, ieyhad multidimensional relations with the educated elite. Tioeyd conpose poetry in Arabic,
and discusseligious and dentific topics in their court®’ According to the contemporary historians,
QUy i knbwTurkish and Arabic, and composed poetry in BStlihus, t is plausible to imaginéat
Radiyyal-D ¢ wasreciting poetry to praiséhe Mamluk sultann his court, and the lattevassharing his
own versesn Arabic before his guests. Yiabd likely, the patrorprotégé relationship between them never

evolved intathe companionshipgd(ya atittihU fidescribed by Najral-D §. n

®Nasser Rabbat, ARepresenting t he Thddistbriogtaphy of hslanvicaEgyptu(k 95611 st or i «
1800) ed. Hugh Kennedy (Leiden: Brill, 2001),i5%.

6Amalia Levanoni, -diSignefaBwl| tOan&s L aq aa ml ¥Tke Maaleks in Bggpéian ansi m? , 0 i r
Syrian Politics and Societgd. Michael Winter rd Amalia Levanoni (LeideBosta : Brill, 2004); Garcin, T
Circassian Mamluks. 0

S"Annemarie Schi mmel , iSome Gl i mpses of the Rsamic§gtided,so. Li fe in
4 (1965): 35892; JonathanP.Bek ey, A The Mamluks as Muslims: The Military EI.|

E g y p tThedMaiinlmks in Egyptian Politics and Socjetgl. Thomas Philipp and Ulrich Haarmann (Cambridge University Press
Cambridge, 1998), 1633; Robert Irwinfi Ma ml u k L M$RY,ma 1 @2003):129.
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Radiy al-D § most probably utilizedhis relativeQutbal-D ¢ as a bridge¢o access the Mamluk sultafss

mentioned edier, Qutb al-D 0 was an influential political figurein Cairoandthe Ma ml uk sul t an
companionuntil his death in 1489%e made a great fortune to the extent thatestablished a family

endowment andonstructedh tomb for himselfQ Uy i appothted hin as theS h U €hiefgudge of Cairp

the highest and most lucrative judigmdst in all Mamluk landsa few years before his deattf We know
RadiyyatDo@n was i n co-Dbactawdt hi Qufthbhcal t heositoaof t er he
deputy judge in Damascus. Radiyy@lo n may have bemdDgfnidtse d nfcrreem sQ nntgh pa

theMamluk court to present his poems to the sultan.

An alternativechannelto Qutb al-D ¢ aould bea Sufi network, which connecte@ Uy i and Bagliyyal-

D ¢ to each othein afew stepsQ Uy i wds fapoudor his mystical tendenciesid generous patronage

for Sufis?% Radiyy al-D 0, on the other handyas at the center of a Sufi network thanks to@is d i r 9
connections.He had dose relations with sevdré&ufi sheikhs includingMluhammad aMaghribd (d.
1505)26* Ahmad alGhamag(d. 1499)%2and Abd alQUdir a-D a s Ip(d. 15182 whom SultarQUy i t b Oy
personally visited, asked for prayandconsidered as saints. Considettngse common Sufi acquaintances
andthe mystical content of the aforementionedgiit dialogues quotedin al-K a w U, kis Sufi network

appeas as an alternative or subsidiary channel that enabled Ralyy) to enjoy access to the Mamluk

sultan.

In short, thankso his diverse conndons (kirship and Sufi ties), Radiysl-D 0, who was ayoun§ h Uf i 6 0
deputy judge in Damascuseems to haveeached the reigning Mamluk sultan@airo inonly two-steys,
through his relative Qutb #0 r alternatively through one of the Sufi sheikhshis network In the

following years, he would endeavorliecomecloser tothe sultan

259 See his biography in8 a k h, 8D a w117 25.

%0Hel ena Hall enberg, fAThe Sultan Who Loved SuM3R4 (2000)d4v Qayt bay
66.

61A1-G h a,zakkoa w U k.n.126.
262A1-G h a B.:.Z096.
263A1-G h a B.@.403, 595.
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2.4.2. Saving QUyitoU y Bnage-Building Policies

Radiyyal-D 0 laft Damascus for Mecca fierformpilgrimage in November 1484. Htayed in Meccas a
pious residenfmu jvit) following the pilgrimage.He returnedo Damascusfter more than a yeain
February 1486, and started serving as the eleventh deputy judgerafutmdentS h U ehiefuplge in the

city.264

We learn fromal-K a w Utkat Radiyyal-D § started penning book during his stay in Mecé&.It was a
work devoted to thena m & lof Sultan QU y i ,tehtifleg al-Durra al-mudiyya fi atma &hit al-
Ashrafyya QU vy i was khpwn as aA s h rinadfegence to the regnal titla@ab) of his master Sultan
B a r s(b 1492 1438) who bought him as a slave soldier for the first tf#iiénfortunately, theg is no

extant manuscript of thigork, thusits content is not directlgvailable to us.

However, Najmal-D § 6 h a ztledauthor ofal-K a w U knid Radiyyal-D 06ns ndsona apparently

possessed a copyf the work because he givedetailedinformation about & contenti n QUy i t bUy 6

biography According to his account, the bowdas a compilation of Radiyal-D gongersesand prosedv U n

latd min nazmipw a i 6niggaboUtQ Uy i & s Unyi r amccpiolisdeedtima n Udw d i ha 6§Jt hi r i h

In the book, Radiywl-D ¢ informed his readetthat he met a sainb(a & @ | Allghpnear the Black Stone
(Hajar! s r)UntheKaabain Meccaat dawn, and the latteevealedohimQUy i@ o Uryank [ of s
and instructed him to have faith in hifafa r r a f -enh fj Ugwiah a ma ri adht 1i gqhilpdni this
meeting he composed a panegyrigagia) for Q Uy i & giolsydeeds and building&tma 6 Utowa r i h
6amU@.irih

Based on Najmal-D gbns  a cwe &now Radiyyal-D § quotedthis panegyric in his book. He algnaised

in his workQ Uy i & giollsyendowmentsuch agia fortress and a nearby madras#lexandria, another
fortress in Damietta, and sever#her fortresesanda magnificent madrasaljacent to aHaram in Mecca.
Radiyyal-D ¢ aiso praised him faestoration othe Khgyff Mosque m Mecca and construction of agluets

bringing water from Arafat to Mina and Muhassah lpcation between Mecca and Mina kwa as al

264 Al-B u s r, BkD al-Busraw) 98, 110.
265A1-G h a ,zakKda w U, ke.n.595.
266 For the development and meanings of the regnal titles of the Mamluk sultahseseea n o n i , ATh& Sultands
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Abtah)?’ In the following sentences, Najal-D § counts several other architectural constructions and
improvements finared byQ Uy i in Mékya, MadinaJerusalem, Damascus, Gaza, and Egypt, most of

which were undertaken before or during RadilAp gobns ¢ o mp diswotki on o f

s

Najmal-D 0 is silent about wheth&adiyyal-D 0 was able t@resent his work to the sultan. As®é Uf i 6 0
deputy judgeRadiyy atD ¢ eontinued to make regular visits to @anfter his pilgrimageFor instance,
one of hsvisits occurred in late 1487, another in late 1493 with his family, and another-i@idupon
an issue related theN I Hd@spital in Damascu®® Thus, he mighhave foundan opportunityto present

his workto the sultan

What is more intriguing, hogwer, is the questiomhy hepenned such a work. Patronage was most probably
the ultimate motivation but why in a form recalling the genre of hagiograplayn ChqUen®ét is difficult

to answer this question in light of the available content of the .B&iting hagiographytike works for
statesmen ahsultans was not somethimgcommor?® but, in the case of Mamluk sultanse see the

authors had a tendency to prodémethems Ostrather tharma n Uwgogkd

Sra as a genre in Islamic literature is a &&ge biography devoted to a single individual, whose life is
generally considered exemplary for othévkany authorscomposeds Qsrofathe Prophet and his leading
companions as well axf brave commanders and warrigigcethe early centuries of Islaff The genre
flourished in SyreEgypt later onandauthors composesl Qsrofathe warrior sultans, whavere fighting

against the Crusaders and Mongols, such as NDinahl-Zangi (d. 1174) and Baybars (d. 127#)As

267 For more information aboutttree gi on, s e e-E® a IDKEDYIA: Online, 10%4).

268 Al-B u s r, BKKD al-Busraw) 122; Ahnad b. Muhammad b. Umar-ahs(tglbn akH & @ Blaw(dith Al-zanh wa Wafagt
al-Shuyukh wa ahqrCh, ed. Abd alAziz Fayy(l Harfushyol. Ii Il (Beirut: DG aFNaflb i s | .), 2D43,278.

269 For example, there ismarl) g natmeaboutMe hmed |11 6s vi zi er Mah nQulty i Rwbsbhparfraysa cont er
him as aval With miraculous deeds. Sédeh met YaKgrn tQaakr,ar i hi Kaynaj éeth@olajik irk Me n ©k €
Y a k | a(knkana) Tirk Tarih Kurumu, 2010), 25. Another example is the Ottoman sultan Selim |, mwose Usquierl

transmitted by his companion Hasan Can. For miraculous deeds attributed to Sekericiee M. EmecenYavuz Sultan Selim

(Istarbul: Yitik Hazine, 2010), 36370.

270 Dwight F. Reynolds, edInterpreting the Self: Autobgraphy in the Arabic Literary TraditignFirst edition (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 2001),i381.
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mentioned earlierRadiyy atD 0 n 6 s alfopdnre@ a 0 foraSultan Jagmaq, who organized military

campignsagainst Crusaders in Cyprt(s.

This begs the question. Why dihdiyy alD @ notimitate the more common tradition ®fQ wriing in his

wor k? Why did he priusandpidugdeedQiayn O dgoilbyidhsd nvinateadcaud bt h i
of,sayhi s f i ght fjoirh (o)ichposantdaatorsseem(to have played a rolRaddiyy at

Do nods (&) hisSufcigentiy and connectionf?) thedominant image o8 u | t a n y c@edtgdifar b U

and by himduring his reignA brief survey of the mjor sociepolitical and economic developments of

QUy i & 9 Unpedihig political agenda assistunderstand these two factors amahtextualize Radiyy

al-D gbénw/ork in a wider framework
QUyitbUyo6s Endowment Policy, Building Projects, a

When QUyitbUy ascended to the throne in 1468, he
money to create a loyal army consisting of his own purchased slave warriors. Hoagneultural

revenues, the major source of income for the Mamluk treasury, were insufficient because most of Egyptian
lands had been either alienated from the treasury as endowed properties or allotted to the Mamluk amirs as

i gsad6Thus, Q @oveéted bh8 incorhei of ich éndowments. He tried to appropriate surplus
incomefrom endowments at least two times, in 1468 and 1#@2his attempts were unsuccessingely

because of schol ar?$6 reaction and resistance.

The politicoeconomic situatioof the following years of his reign was more sev8iace the midifteenth
century,Islamic west Asiavitnessedhe advent of competing novel superpowers that opehmjlenged
Mamluk supremacy. Ae status quo the latter endeavored to pvesia the rgion was about to collapse.

The Ottomansincreasingly pretended to ke heir of the Roman Empirafter their conquest of
Constantinopleand did no longer conceal their aspiration for the hegemony and leadership in Islamdom.
The Aqgoyunlu Confederatiompn the other hand, struggled to sesmmme of theterritories of eastern

Anatolian principalities such as Dhu-@kdirids, whomthe Mamluk government considered itswn

272 His work was entitledS ¢ Budtan JagmagThe Exemplary Life Story of Sultan Jagmadee alSakhavg al-D a w&i324.
273 Amin, The Wagfs and Siat Life in Egypt 326 28.
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satellite?* QU vy i fatet) § monetary crisisvhenfighting against the Aggoyunlus 147827 He was

reluctant tdbeinvolved in warfare against the Ottomans, tuatsalso eager tcnaintainMamluk supremacy.

He followed a policyof balancen the affair of Jem Sultah,h e fir eb el | i o u s othe@ttet o man p
sought aglum in his countryn 1481 Howevera f t er J e mbegsemdireeq destitute af adiplomatic

weapon that would possibly assist himrepelling increasinghaggressive Ottomarfer a while. Not

surprisingly, an Ottommn-Mamluk war broke out in 1485, whidirought more severe financial crises to
QUyias Uyov &r nment .

Such crises tboeare aav fir@itilisoutcd@gnsidering his abovementioned abortive
attempts to appropriate surplus income of the endowmesaisldpted a newndowmenpolicy compatible
with Islamic law which alloved establishingnew endowments fronthe state treasury andiaking
modificationsin alreadyexisting endowmentthrough various legal techniqussch as selling oub(a)y 6

alienation tamkk), substitution { s t 1), &ndré&hssignment (n tl)i q U

His first policy was toalienateseveralpublic lands, which wouldupposedlyeallotted as  qé, i) order

to establistani r d§wagf He then stipulatd himself aghe superintendenin( &) &af this new endowment
By this, he killed two birds with one stongt) he saved a part of fertile publands from rivalling Mamluk
amirs who aspired to take them asq 1afité,and(2) he hadhe surplus income of the endowment, which
usually constituted a large percentage of the total reveouéise endowmentat his disposalas the

superintendent.

His second policy was to endow estates from his private treasury or the public treasury to the existing grand
or middlesized endowmentg\fterward, by various legal techniques, d&zal control of the endowment

asits new founder. The surplus revenues again remaineer his control

His third policy was to forcsuperintendets of the wealthyendowments té s t li(libedally exchange,

referringto the practice of selling out unprofitable estatearsdndowment in order to replace it with more

274Cihan Yuksel MusluThe Ottomans and Mamluks: Imperial Diplomacy and Warfare in the Islamic Wlooladon: 1.B. Tauris,
2014), 10933; Gulru Necipglu, Architecture, Ceremonial, and Power: The Topkapi Palace in the 15th and 16th Centuries
(Cambridge: MIT Press, 1991); PetBrotectors or Praetoriang29 71.

Z5Garcin, fAThe Regi me of 12 ReeyTWlight of Majesty8288. Maml uks, 06 301

Z8Hal i | Knaltcuedky, ifinA Roeansaei sSsance Di plomacy: The Agreement bet we
in Ottoman DiplomacySpringer, 2004), 68 8 ; Ral ph S. Hatt ox, iQaytbayés Diplomatic
Sultan (14818 2 )MSR6 (2002): 17i 90; Petry,Twilight of Majesty 90/ 93.
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lucrative ones in favor of the endowment), and to sell out valuable estates of the endowment as if they were
no lorger profitable When the superintendents gave their consenmt $ot | He putthased the related
estatesheaper, and benefited from the income coming from these esddiessown private properiy the

end277

These endowment pol iinvent®rsTheyweevieus Mamiuk sQtBigdatsdrésyrigeds
to such policies twarious degreessomeof themcovetedthe lands of the existing endowments to enlarge
their construction projects, and some others aspired to retmneendowed lands to the plibtreasury
afterits alienation from the treasuiy order to increase state revenues. Their actions drew resftaon
scholars, who produced fatwas and treatises to either legalize or illegalize their policies concerning endowed
properties’® QU vy i ,thbwigyer, seems to have exceeded his predecessors by reswriffgrent
combinations othesepolicies For example, he endowed a large complex near the shrindaf (ah § m
D a s (dq1@99), a Sufi saint, imé countryside of Egypt in 148MNajm al-D § nefers to this complex in
his aforementioned biographical entry 0rU y i astutbabi-s a or @) ésst probably citing from his
gr andf at h e rhine alreadyrh&en endolvrmen® Uy i énHoegd new houses alashds to the
existing eadowment andlegally incorporatedt to his new endowment. The endowment deéthis new
endowmentstipulated the superintenden¢eaz) r) @0 one of QUvy i t mmdbymitted slaves anthe
guardianshipW a | Yao@U y i hirhsBliyThus, the control of thendowmentandthe surplus revense
was at their disposal® Likewise, the propertie®f his complex in Madinaréferred by Najmal-D ¢ &s

ma d r a s at biMadimgiwbréacquired by means afii s t litrhndaCttion from lucrative estates of
other endowmats. The endowment deed dated to 1¢88e the office of superintendent@U y i ,tatd Uy

after him to succeeding sultart&’

277 petry,Protectors or Praetorians?196 210; Amin, The Wagfs and Socialfk in Egypt 72 82, 302

278 For a rich discussion on the religiegal opinions of the Mamlukased Hangf j ur i st s r egarsdiibéfgleltlhe pr a
QUyitbU0Oyods rule, and their relati oinssthiibpd @ld t Ha ttihceeK diéai bgrna nikga hs
Uygul amal aré | kéjénda Osmadml @EPWR ka&ifs Huk ulksutii@dnb DI° nYmicgwgr si t vy,

2°Hal |l enberg, AThe Sultan Who Loved Sufis.o
280 DorisBehrensAbousei f, AQaytbayods Foundation in MeKS$Rmna 2(1998)e Madr as
611 71.
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QUyias UOwi f e atd ssimilar techrsqaes to eafjuitecrative estats. She alsdoundedseveral
endowments during his bub a n d 628' QU ¢ i thadefgurteenendowments during his life. Petry
studies eight of them, and points out thae salaries of the personnel and other expenditures as stipulated
in theirendowment deeds constituialy seven percent of the total reves. In other wordsiinety-three
percent of the revenues constituted surplus income, whiclimgbes direct controbf the superintendents,
i.e.eitherQUy i hirbsElfpr his mer

Of course, ihancial concers werenot the sole motive behin@ Uy i & sor$tyuction projects. He had

ideological and militarygoals as well The Mamluks were facingchallenges from the contemporary
superpowers in their supremacy and idemalgleadership in Islamdorfor decadeslUzun Hasanthe

Aqggoyunlu leadersent a mandl kiswg for the Kaaban 1472challenginggheMa ml uk sul t ansdé p
in mantlingthe Kaaba?®* TheOt t omansd choice of \‘becametifiererdfrom i n of
previous diplomatic correspondence. Thieighlightedtheir own commitmenstto Islam and their fight

against the infidels itheBalkans while underscoringheMamluksd g | or i o u striumphsagairstn d t h e
the Hospitallers in the Mediterrenidtt Mehmed 1l complained tthe Mamluk authorities about insecure
pilgrimage roads to Jerakem and MeccamplyingtheMa ml uk g o v er n menpiovddmgthenc apab
security ofMuslim pilgrims?28 The Ottoman sultans were Muslim by birth and descendant of dileuly

dynasty; thus different from Mamluk rulers, who lzeglave origin and pagepast. Thus, they belied¢hat

they deserved to rule the Holnhds not the MamluksAfter the conquest of Constantinoplieeyno longer

hesitatel to speak such considerationsloudly | N an envoy sentopenlpartiQuiated t b Uy 6

their superiority over the Mamluk sultaf®

2lCar |l F. Pet r y-KhuiahdFatimg AK haat ses boafk iAyfy a: Royal Sp oThs Blamluksint o n o mo u :
Egyptian and Syrian Politics and Societg.Winter and Levanoni277 94.

282petry,Protectors or Praetorians?1962 1 0; Carl F. Petry, AA Geniza for Mamluk St
as a Source for Ec o M8Rmocll (1#98d 51@pAmin atdtesthhi ascording yto, thie extant endowment
deedsthetotalre enue of Qayitbayo6s endowmmdethasofBrag adsileedn d cown2e7n tnsi | Wa so no r
million. Amin, The Wagfs and Siad Life in Egypt 91.

28Schi mmel, fASome Gl i mpses 65PetryfPretecRrs briPgdtodiamst7.Li fe in Egypt, o 3
284 Muslu, The Ottomans and Mamlyks09 24.

285 Muslu, 126 27.

286 Muslu, 135 36.
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QUvy i undditgok several construction projects in Jerusalem, Mecca, and Madiestae Mamluk
ideological supremacgnd to portray himself as a pious sultan servingMhslim people As praised by
Radiyy al-D @, he financed the construction and restoration of mosques, resd&asi facilities, public
so kitchens, and public baths in these cities. He also constructed water channels to tefirtg tee
pilgrimage centerdpr which Radiyyal-D ¢ praised him ira panegyri¢®’ He became the solgircassian
sultan who performed pilgrimageHe took trips b Aleppo, Jerusalem, and Madita supervise his

construction projects in these citfé8.
QUyitbUy the Saint

The OttomarMamiuk war in 148 putQ Uy i & sb Ug/ o mt énmewfimancial and administrative crises
He was sitting on ahakythrone since the early 1480s, agnaken expressed his intention to abdicate in
148928 \When Radiyyal-D 9 pennechis compilation o QUy i & s Ulyi f e thaMashluk#Dstomiars |
war wasongoing The sultan wagreoccupied with building projects, which brought to him financial
resources he needed to cover the expenses of the war and helped himthe lvaifdl image he needed to

counter the ideological challenges nfatling Muslim rulers.

ltseemsRadiyydD 0 n was wel | aneedsrel wanfed t@sdnteinte b § goliciesthrowdgls

his work. In a panegyric Najmal-D § quoted inQ Uy i & #ioGrgphical entrymost probablyborrowed

from Radiyy al-D odnsvork), Radiyy al-D § introdue@d QU vy i & b kkyietider of the people in his era

(i mUm (agal-abnand Go d 6 secrétiwaliyy Alldh fialssirr) .Hé thenprayed forQUy i t bUy 6 s
throneandhis victory over his enemiegéffirhl bi-mandJ d U hMost probably, thenemyreferredto in

these versewasthe Ottomang®

QUyi tbUy endeavoured to adver f@rdenmpoweihs picsnidagmdne nt s i
Radiyyak-D 0 n, a n isohblawith Sufijtiesovassbést fit teervethisgoal HeauthoredQ Uy i s b Uy 6

27Doris BehrensAbousei f, AQaytbayds Madrasahs in the HMIRy(AMOIti es anc
129 49; BehrensAbousef , fiQaytbayés Foundation in Medina, the Madrasah,

S5ee for example Donald P. Littl e, @ The MamuksvneEgyptamane Syiah Jer us
Politics and Society

289 petry,Protectors or Praetorians®@1i9 2 ; Garci n, AiThe Regi me 20f6.t he Circassi an Me
20A1-G h a ,zkKda w U, le.n.595.
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ma n U qat Hiss 9, ar as mentioned before, he stated hi s wo r k exaltediraniasa@aint t b Uy 6

was revealed to himt theKaaba during his pilgrimage.

Najm alD 0§ gives clues about Radiyy-BIg n 6 s r e pof teedviamluk aultanrohis work He says

that fAthe grandfat lwad Quaarsa adld r iy la g t-laweg Ot haidi i i

wa | @rne ariginally Quranic concepts known since the early centuries of, Iblanthey evolved into

SunniSufi terminology in a seriesf works on Sufism writterfrom the ninth century onward. These works
described av a &s@n individuavh o al ways abi ded by tdbskestBrbughégmdéa and
worship. This worshigventuallyelevated hino a high level bspirituality, which enabled him tmanifest

some miraculous deedk @ r }J fas portrayal ofa w a Ithpygh criticizedat first, gained increasing
acceptance in scholarly milieus since GazzU0lo (d.

Egyptundet he i nfl uence o 1 bn Arabo (d. 1241).

K a r dJamecdotesrean ntegralpart ofthema n Uligerature butNam atDon does nngt me nt
miraculous deeattributed tothe Mamluk sultan. Yehe, probably quoting from his grandfathes wo r k
mentionshe c|l ose r el ati on s hhe eminent $Sufikbd «) U Q U a datb tiHysayg n d

that the lattecarriedthe responsibilityoQUy i t bUy 6s myawakchO tamabnylagahl w
Accordingly, a-D a s hshdwéddim how to speak Wiflies and to order them. Understanding the language

of animals, speaking with them and ordering them are conkmen Unotds inma n Uwork$???

To sumup, Radiyyal-D § somposecdhis aforementioned panegyrics amdrk in a periogwhenQUy i t b Uy

had to fice the challengege Mamluk ideological leadershiin Islamdom, and whenhthrone was shaky

because of the financial and military cris@sJ y i tlebeldped a systematic endowment and construction

policy as an answer tilve financial and ideological nés of hissultanateIn this regardRadiyyal-D ¢ n

aimed atsupporing QUvy i & o Uy o v &yr his werkn He tried to consolida@Uy i t b Uyaéa i mage
pious ruler and the servantof Islakhe ador ned this i mage by anecdotes
and even openly articulated it. He employed the vocabulary of hagiographies in his work and resorted to
common themes in this genre. No doubt, his Sufi

influential and powerful.

P10cakMen©k ébn©mel er (Met,liedol oji k bir Yakl akém)

292 For this motif and other themesrimarlJ q ivdrks, see Ocak’7.
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In fact Radiyyal-D 0 wiasnot alonen his project His aforementioned frien¢also fathefin-law)Ba h U a |

D ¢ al-Bad n also composeganegyricfor Q Uy i a&nd jikgned similar compilation entitledal-Lamha

al-as h ryyafwal-bahja atsariyya(The Noble Glow, the Sublime ResptienceYor him.2*2 Such works
weresupplementary projectsr buildingQ U y i @& sbyéll ynagelt seems they were successful to the extent
thatNajmatD 9 n, woré thararcenturylater, finishes the biography allottéedo QUy i t bUy st at
i iissaid that he was the renovator from among the sultans in the tenth cgntudy ( i Amujaddid mira |

a-mul uk 6 agartdatd B HEi ra

2.5. After the Beloved Sultan

As mentioned earlierniFebruary 1490, Radiygi-D § started teaching in thé a | IM@dsaaa which he
inherited from his fathe®*Heheld theK a | Iprofessorship anitheS h U élepuby judgeshin Damascus
for years, andvas often travelindpack and forttto Cairo.In August 1496SultanQ Uy i tlidd Uaypda
factional struggle emerged ime Mamluk capital Rivaling cliques in the Mamluk armgtrugglel to
enthrone their own candidatieiring the following five years.Four amirsascended to thlamluk throne
for short periods of reighetween 1496 and 150Ihe inteffactional tensions didot cease until Sultaad-
Ghawal-Ashraf(r. 1501 1516)wasenthroned as thpint-candidate of the contending parties,that
point, exhausted by incessgmwer struggle

A while dterQUy i & & Ud/e a t &-D ¢ tR\aleditoyCairolt is unknown whether this was a regular
visit or an extraordinary one withspecificgoalsuch as to secure his positafuring thereallocation of
resources at ime of governmerat reshuffling In any case, Wwen he was still there, a plague outbreak
ravaged Damascus, and his two sons, sixtearold Ahmad and his elder brother Muhammad, died in the

summer of 1497°°

Radiyyal-D ¢ was in his late thirties, amdmained without a male helle spent some time in Cairo waiting

for the breakup of the plague in Damascuhichwould actuallylast three more yeat® During his stay

293 petry, Twilight of Majesty 12 aS a k h, &l-® @ wH)89.
24pnTT I,Maf Uke®.h a
295A|-G h a,zakKoa w U le.n.31.

29 |hn Tawq, a contemporary notary b U)hiniDdmascus, gives a detailed account of this plague and its victims in his diary. See
ShoshanDamascus Life, 148050Q 39 and footnote 7.

75



at the capital city, he visitesbmeSufi figuresliving thereto askfor their prayers for a son.rChis way to
Damascus, he sited Sufi sheikhin Jerusalem and asked for their prayers as well. According to &lajm
D gons a dncabKuanwt U, Radiyy atD § neceived good news frothese sheikhs. Thewgld him that he
was going to hava son who would be both a scholar andaint J1 i m @ dwoweais later, 083
June 1499, his wife gave birth to a son, whmmamed Muhammad and nicknamed as B&dr g (literally

the full moon of the religionislam)?2%’

Radiyy al-D § was one of the deputie$ 8 h a halkb) al-F a r d.[1505), theS h U thiebjgdge of
Damascus since 1481 with short periods of dismissals. When Sii&mawi)ascended tahe throne

S h a fallbk) established good relations tvithe new sultan to the extethiat,in mid-1504 al-Ghaw)
appointed him as th8 h U thieBjuilgeof both Damascus and Cairo, aindtited him to reside in Cairo

near his courtHe alsoallowedS h a h Uk teappointhis deputy for the position dhe S h U thie®
judgeship of Damascusndthe latterappointed his sixteeyearold son Waliyy al-D 9, to the post®
Radiyyal-D § served as depity judge durings h a D and hi s simDadascusfdr fears. e s
However, here is no informationugjgesting that he ever tried to get closer to the new sultan, or attended

his court in Cairo.

26. Buil ding Hi s:Badleal-Dgds Eaméegr Educati on

Radiyy al-D ¢ was a polymath, who penned introductory works in a wide array of discipfiokesling
mysticism (tasawwu, Islamic legal theory( s ){ lihguistics(lugha), astronomylf a y), adligraphy, logic,
rhetoric,theology @& q id)phadith, and even in medicine €)ad agriculturef( a | ).2%Hisascholarly
background as well abe mentality of tle era played an important role in shapimg sonBadr al-D gdns
early educatiorRadiyyal-D ¢ equipedhis son starting from infancywith thenecessary qualifications he
would need to become an eminagholar in the futureThe following sections examé Radiyy aD o n 6 s

strategies for hiidblheirds education in 1499

297 Al-G h a zkKda, w U k.h.31, 1205.

28Wi nter, fAThe Judiciary of Late Mamluk and Early Ottoman Dam
of the System, 0 6; JManada\airlyl o,fi360Mkh:hsaMdalBiifmem b2 8 gr aphyseeand | udg
IbnT T I, &-Mhughr atBas£m, 180 81. Chapter IV will provide a detailed account of Waliyy@b n ' s | i fe story

29A1-G h a ,zakkda w U, le.h.653, 1540.
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2.6.1. The Logic of Transmissionof Knowledge

The contemporarycholarshiptargeted not onlyeadng, memorizingand learing religious knowledgéut

alsoits transmissioracrossgenerationsThis transmissiormust have ocawed throughthe channel of
people who had beemreviouslyauthorizedhroughcertificates of transmission (j @lz d ya)by either

the source of the knowledger somene having a similar certificatén other wordsthe conduits othe

flow of knowledgsd(i.e. chains of transmission) were an indispensable element of knowledge and determined
its reliability. As a resultthosewho possessedhorter transmission chaiim a disciplinewere revered by

their contemporariegven iftheyhad little expertise in the discipline concernegibhe cer ti fi cat e
capitab(al-i j © a &-m ) wads a welknown maximThis maxim resembleeducaion, in some aspects,

tothe trade activity of a mehant who enlarged his financiahpital through various investmenitikewise,

a studenthad to enhanchis scholarlycapital by okaining certificates from several scholars in various
disciplines, sometimeatrather early age¥° There were several types of certificates, and according to some

contemporary scholars, even an unborn child could be granted a cerifficate.

Accordingly, the process through which a child evolved into a scholar did not start agtiévingliteracy
that would enable him to read certain textsisually startedong beforethis point, by the acquisition of
certificates that would guarantee him a place & dhain oftransmission A child, who possessed a
certificate of transmission from an elderly reputed schalauld represent in the future the last chain of
transmissionThus,the younger generations would aspire to study with him in order todhemection

to reliable knowledge through his documeraedrelatively shorter channél?

Mohammad Gharai beh borrows the term dédboratekhisr ageo
phenomenon. A broker is simply a third party timidiates between actoksand Bto havea connection.

This mediation can appear in different forms sucmearelycarrying information and resources betmeA

and B (transfer brokerageand introducing A and B to each othé&r have a direct tie (matchmaking
brokerage).Gharaibehstates that some fathens the Mamluk erapepared their children from early

childhoodfor future scholarly life through child certificatds { U #iff) byavay ofmatchmakindrokerage.

300 ChamberlainkKnowledge and Social Practic&08 52; Berkey,The Transmission of Knowledgzdi 44.
MigeeZayralD O n-rlgls (d. 1404) classification oXKAcertificates in Ce

302 Berkey, The Transmission of Knowledd®i 44. Also, se€€Chamberlainknowledge and Social Practic69 91.
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That is, heyintroducedtheir underage children to respected scholars of #rairand askedthemfor a
certificatefor the former. This certificatalocumented the scholarly acquaintance and bond between th
related scholar and the little chilthis connectiomltimately would eserve for the child a respectaplace

among futurescholards menti oned by Gharaibeh in the case of
such brokerage would not necadlgdail to become a respected scholaut he usually had to compensate

this disadvantag®ith other academic achievements and harder #Wérk.

| think, here, the concept of betweennesastrality, anothersocial network analysis conceptppes helpful

to understandhe popularity oBomescholargn each generatioas transmitters of knowledgBetweenness
centralityexamineghe shortest paths between each pair of actors in a networtalanthtes for each actor

a score according to how many timestérglson the shortest paths between other pairs of actors. In other
words, the more people depend on an actor A to make connections with others in the network, the more

power the actor A enjoys.

Let us imagine the network of hadith transmittefs \§).0T his network consists of the Prophet (the source
of knowledg@ and those whhavenarratel hadith from him across generatidghsoughoutslamic histay.

Some of the actors would narréte hadith directly from the Prophathile others would accefise Prophet

only through the channel of other actors/arious step e.g. Anarratingfrom B, B narratingfrom C, and

C narratingfrom the PropheSome of the transmitters in the network would be inactive (dead), while others
are still active (alive)ln this network,all new actorgoining the network recentlyi.e. new students of
hadith)would seeKor the shortest path to the Plwet, the source &nowledge through the active hadith
transmittersConsequently,rmactivehadith scholar with thehotestchannel to the Prophet would hathe
greatest number of studergager to take hadith from hitvecausédne would constitute the shortest bridge
between the source of knowledge in the past and the seékemndedge in the presahta situation called

uluww atisnO dior U © s .3 dhat is he would become the most central actor withe highest

betwe@nessscoreamong the active hadith transmitters

303Mohammad GharaibehBrékerage and Interpersonal RelationshipScholarly Networks. Ibn Hagar-Alsgalani and His Early
Academi cinEaeegetrlding is on t heeddaMNae in (TrarsRegidvia NdtworksedE Stgphiam
Conermanr(Bonn: Bonn University Pres2014): 223266.

304For differenttypes ofisnU dseeRa k i t K¢ - ¢ PKABOKbEhAad;, 0OTDYW KSAM, 2001).
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One of the ways to become such a central figure is no doubt longevity, i.e. emerging as the oldest active
actor inthe network of the related discipline. In fact, this explains why most scholars in the Mamluk era and
before achieved famie their final years®® However how coulda scholaguarantee that he would live a

long life to enjoy fame and authority in scholdp® A factor that diminished the risk afshort lifewas to

start the related discipline as early as possit#¢ us assume hild, who joins into thenetwork of hadith
transmitters and becomese of the students of timost centrabctive scholam the discipline This child

and other studentgho are older than hinvould have the same distance to the Progftet their education;

thus they wouldenjoy the same scholadythorityin hadith transmissiariEven if the later ae much older

than he ispeople would consider thefischolarly peers dost probably, he would outlive his older
colleagues; andhaybe in his midife, he wouldappear as the sole shortest path between the source of
knowledge and its seekeSince lis betweenness centrality degis unmatchedthat is, nobody among

his actual peersould challenge him in higransmission authorijy he wouldachievefame and attract

students while he was still middleaged scholar.

This logic of transmission was not limited to the disciplifdadith. Legal texts of madhhabs, poetry, and
even interesting stories and anecdotes were transmitted in a similar vein. SeWfalaagained a place in
the shortestransmission channels in an early age and outlived their scholarly peers, would beatiale
figures for the younger generation of studeansl enjoyunrivaled popularity in the related discipliae
early ages This centrality appears in the form ckrtain clichéd expressions in the contemporary
biographical dictionaries such tmtiihe became the peerless of his dged asrinyo or thatfhe assumed
theleadershipn his madhhalfr i y Us a i aftkrthis pebrs gassed awisf

2.6.2. Certificates of Transmission and Mentoring a Prospective Scholar

Radiyyal-D @ was well aware ofthe abovementioned rules of scholarly life afdhe significance ohis

rol e in his dHethudmaddpregaratoneinvestmentssddadr alDo n 6 s eftbmanat i on
early ageHe broughthis infant son toone of his teacherSheikhA b kl-Fath Muhammad aAwfo (d.

1501), and the latténtroducel him totheSufi pathby graning him a certificateAlso known as lbn Atiyya,

Shei k h-Fahwas ada h U pdlydaih. Hehad authoed an encyclopediacovering various subjects

305For a study underlying the significance of longg¥itr the success in scholarly life during the Mamluk eraPseer ho, A CIl i mbi n
the Ladder: Soci al Mobility in the Mamluk Period. o

306 For instance, see-8l a k h, &l-D & w193, 227;10:130; 1168.
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from botanyand medicingo philosophy, poetry, and biography. Whim Atiyya settledin Damasas in

1496, Damascenggthered around him to take certificates. For example, the rendigtedan Ibn T Inf
wore therobe k h &)rofottee Raslhiya Orderfrom his hand$®” Apparently, Radiyyal-D § alsoavaled
himself of hispresencén the city and requested his former teacteenrobe hiswo-yearold son(k h é r g a
tasawwuf as well asto grant him a certificate of transmission for his owrtificated traditiors
(mar wi)3ey 0

Ibn Atiyya passed away monthkater. Yet his catificate connected tweyear old Badmal-D ¢ to the Sufi

authorties of the fourteenth century in ortlyo-stegs, t h r o u g hAs kelemin tietprewyoysahapt

Sufi connections provided an individuaith a higher social statuenda broader networlof relations3®®

Moreover, students weresuallyexpected to have an experiemeé&ufismt o become a.Fértr ueo
example, Zakariyya a\nstt 0 ( d . 1 5kaddwh contempazary &kfdi | 6s ¢ h ochief judgeaah d

Cairo, had worrSufi khirqas fron several skeikhduring hiseducatior?®He r epor t efagihy s ai d

without Sufism is |Iike a slice o dry bread witho

BadraFDosieems to have benefited from his ceinhisficate
laterlife. In his biographical work, ik son Najmal-D § sharesan anecdot¢r i ya)lhbout the number of

tombsof the Prophets locatesh the Mount Qa s 1y ih DamascusHe highlights that people had access to

thisr i w thyowgh Badal-D §dns ¢ Haoalbn Ateyas!?

During his presence in Cairo, Radigi/D @ tnied to obtain similar a#ficates from Cairene scholars as
well. One of these certificates, perhaps the most significant for &3#@206ns | at vasisscem bye e r

Jald al-D ¢ a-S u yo{d.t1505).Al-S u yowasfamousfor his expertise irseveral disciplines, escpecially

7S¢l eyman Derin ,DKi@nking h ADY!| RSAM, i 2019) .

Me hmet Akif Kirdvdi DH®lilime : ATOYY KSEM, 2946%; bFa-a wpPlbeghi in
a-G h a zakkoa w U le.n.&

3¥See t he s e @sSifiddentiteand dantinterediond Sufi Network i n Ch a p te ®oris Behrenfdousseaif, s e
ACraftsmen, Upstarts and Bllletiniofshe BamooltohGrientalaandefriddraStidieslk74,me@ Bi od, 0O
(2011): 37595.

310AI-G h a,zakKoa w U k.h. 821

311 Michael Winter, Society and Religion in Earlpt t o man Egypt: Studi esWahth aHSh &logNr i t i ng:
(Transaction Books, 1982)30.

312A1-G h a ,zakKda w U k..t
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in hadith studies, and people aspired to receive cattficfrom him to their childre?® Thanks to his

certificate from the renowned Caire scholar Ibn Hajar (d. 144@);S u yoénjoyed aelativelyshortchain

of transmission tthe Prophetic knowledge. Most probably, RadahD ¢ mmself also had a connection to

lbn Hajar (d. 1447) throughl-Su ydiss channel or maybe througbobhhe ch
Abl al-B a r a(d 469) who had been a student of Ibn Hagar previously notedn either case, his

channels to Ibn Hajairthus to the Prophetic knowledgevas onestep longethan alSuy 1t § 6.s chanr
Thus, a certitate he himselfcould issue tdis sonwould not benefithe latteras much as a certificate

issued byal-S u y.IAESQU y T t © & s woole alevatSadral-B §tethel evel of his father

in hadith transmission, and make them scholarly peers.

Several anecdotes sugg@stdr al-DO meally benefited from his ties t@-S u y in hig§later career. For

instance, in hisstanbultravelogue hementionsal-S u y &sthiémaster $hayk h u),refid quotes fromi$

verses™ In another part, he praisakS u y astthémujaddidof the nintbhi j centuryin some versesand

then swore that he had been his ma3tekl-S u y €vohid intoa scholarlyauthorityat animperial level

after his death, ansbme of his works were included in the curriculum of the Ottomarerial madrasas

during Badral-D § n & &' TheiOftoman learned eliles r éosapSeucytWas i Badml-D gons f av o r .
Civizade Mehmed Efendi (d. 83), Ottoman judge of Damascus in 15@®juested tattend Badel-D géns
classesand obtainedrom him a certificate in hadith traméssion This certificatdinked him to the Prophet

through Badal-D g andal-S u y 37t 0

In sum, when Badal-D ¢ was only six years oldhe had enjoyedsignificant scholarlyconnectios that

would benefit him in his future caretranks to Radiyy aD 0 sic@reer buildingtrategy

Despite its significangéhowever, theertificates of transmission were usually insufficient to make a child

a praminent scholar in the future. The chidd to reciwe necessary educatiom various disciplinesind

313 For exanple, one of those whose father acquired for him a certificate fréruay T t © i n his chil dhood, wa:
Abd aFWahHb alS h &h¢d. 1565). SedVinter, Society and Religion in Early Ottoman Egy§8.

S4AI-Gh a,akMa t B7.i 6
35A1-G h a Z176077.

%shahab Ahmed and Nenad Filipovic, AThe Sultanédés Syllabus: A
FermUn of QUnindo | S¢Stueliyglsidincsds, mado @e4)as238. ( 1565) , 0
S7pfeifer, AA New Hadith Culture?bo
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become qui#ied. Thecertificateshe had at his hand in his early lifssembled financial capital waiting for

further investmento accumulate a real fortunadiyy alD 0 waswell awareof this fact

The yearal-S u y diied,Radiyyal-D gdnwife gave birth to a daughtevhomthey named ZaynaPB'® That
is, Badral-D § gradually apeared as his sokzholarlyheir in time. Thismade him more attentive to his
sorb s e d u e tmdkyoung Badr HD 0§ to Cairo in 1510 after his first education in Damas8asirces
imply that Radiyyal-D § vmas retired from his officef deputy judgeshiguringthese yearsde guidedBadr
al-D ¢ to attendthe classes of leading Caiite scholars such as ZalrD § al-Anslo(d. 1520) and Burlh
al-D ¢ Ihn AbjShaij (d. 1517)andto accompanpufi sheikhs such asbll atQUtir a-D a s ij(d. IL524).
Badr alD @ spent five long years ithe Mamluk capitalith his father, and obtainezertificates to teach
and issue legal opinions ( Uhktaa d r 9-is f) fwdin several scholarfAs Gharaibeh rightlystates,
whereas child certificate { j U # & Wak lan outcome of brokerafj®. needed the bridge role of a third
party (usually tre father)oetween the child and the scholarly authority issuing the certifjca#jficate to
teach and issue legal opinions whg outcomeof a long education, anthe personal diligence and
intelligenceof an individuaFP!® Thus, it was an essentiabptto become an independent schakwell as

aprerequisite foseveraposts in educational institutiof%.

Radiyy al-D ¢ luilt a powerful career for Badal-D ¢ im the early decades of his life, which is rather
noticeable in several anecdotesalrk a w U, lEér bxamplepnce his friends suggestedRadiyyal-D o to
encourage his teenagen to studyunderKam( al-D § a-Husaymd (d. 1527) an esteemed Damascene
scholar.However, Radiyy al-D 0 refusedclaiming thatk a m&HD § was a peer of Badal-D § (min

a g ni)JOf courseby this, Radiyy aD 0 did not reanKamU | -Da h  a n d-D Bmer of tha $ame
age in factk a mé&l-D § was about fify years older than Baei-D 0. e was implyinghatK a m U-I al
D 0 n Badr diD 0 Ibelonged to the same generation of schol@aisagg, that is,they werefischolarly
peersd The following part of the same biographical entry futtsupports this idea. It writélsat Badral-

D 9 did not readfomK a m&l-D § ecause he wanenied with his own masteri{ st i goglamBdi h

318AI-G h a ,zakKda w U, k.h. 1124,
3%Ghar ai beh, fABrokerage annd Scnhtoel raprelrys oNneatlwoReklsatoi onshi ps

30Sst ewart, fAThe Doctorate of | sl anmhedVadfssand Sizdriife MdEgypt 243.FEE they p t
endowment deed of Sultan Hasan madrasa that stipulated the position of skrailiki & a scholar whavas authorized tissue
legal opiniondby a certificates e e Fer nandes, fABetween Qadis and Muftis.o
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bi-s h u yh).¥ Hikewise in the biography ofraqiyy al-D § ibn Qltigal-A j n (H. 1522), a renowned
Damasene scholar, Radiygl-D 0, Badral-D §, andK a mé&l-D § are nentioned as his studenés if they

were from the same generatiofscholars??

In sum, hanks t(RadiyyalD 9 n 6 s m eBadrabD dsaimeérgel asone of thepromisingS h U $cholars
in his midife. He was well connected techolarly traditios andthe previous generation$ scholarsby
several certificatesnd thissoon reserved for him a central plac®amascene scholarly society as will be

seen in Chapter IV.

2.7. Relations with Sultan al-Ghawr

When Sultaral-Ghaw(r. 1501 1516) ascended to the Mamluk throne, the international landscape was no

better tharQ Uy i & sb Up/® Thie ©tdmans had grown more powerful ahdar i ng after Je mo:
1495 Months after his enthronement, Aggoyounltriteries were captured by Tabrientered Safavids,

which grew stronger in the region. Safavids were a Messianic expansionist state but their intargdiate

was to win over the Turcoman $etoriented groups living in Anatolighus they constituted aecondary

threat for the Mamluks. Stilthetwo states came to the brink of war in 1507 wiiheSafavids intruded on

the southeasterAnatolian lands under Mamluk mandé&té.

Moreover, European sea powers threatethedsecurity of the Holy lands and Mark revenuedrom
maritimetrade intheMediterraneanThe Portuguese began settlingtla¢ Indian coasts in 1502 and seizing
controlof thetrade route from India ttheRed Sea. Theplan was ta@apture Egypt in the longin in order

to benefit from trde roads crossing Egypt instead of burdensome sea routes in the Indiaf?eMaamuk

321 Al-G h a ,zakkda w U k.h.66.
32 A1-G h a z2n.824.

323 For a welithought summary of the challeng8altan alGhaw r faced during his reign, se®l br echt Fuess, H#AThr e
The Downfall of the Mamluks in the Near Eastern Power Struggle,i15601 7 The Mamiuk Sultanate from the Perspective of

Regional and World History: Economic, Social and Cultural Developrimean Era of Increasing International Interaction and

Competition ed. Reuven AmitaandStephan Conermann, (Mamluk Studies, vol. 17. Géttingen: V&R unipress, 201845031

324 pdel Allouche, The Origins and Development of the Ottor&afavid Conflict(906-962/15001555) (Berlin: Klaus Schwarz
Verlag, 1983); MusluThe Ottomans and Mamlukis@ 76.

325 Giancarlo Casalélhe Ottoman Age of Exploratig@xford: Oxford University Press, 2010), 33.
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sultan received cries for help from distaatsern corners of Islamdondue toPortuguese assaults. As the

guardian of religion and Muslims, he was expected to take segesctions to save his-celigionists32

These developments shiftede attention of Mamluk foreign policy from regional politics (such as
Karamanids and Dhal-Qadids in Anatolia or suzerainty over the Holy Lands) to international politics (the
threas of Ottomans, Safavids, arttie Portuguese). Forced to make major change®Qidy i @ o Uy
aforementionedoolicy of preservingthe internationalstatus quoal-G h a wadopted new palies to
encounter the challenges of his powerful rivals, and initiated military, ecoredicultural reforms to
renovate his sultanatEor example, daspired to introduce to the Mamluk army firearms, a recent military
technology skifully adopted by the Ottomari$’ He alsoattempted to eablish a permanent Mamluk navy

to encounter Portuguese fleets in the Red Sea and Indian Bthameover, he triedo modernizehis

s ul t aimame by adopting princely imagemodelled after the ondswown in Timurid, Ottoman and
Safavid courtsFor instance, & employed Iranian musans and poets in his court, andderedthe
translation ofShahttmafrom Persian to Turkish. He invited to his colaitis-i Bidlisi (d. 1520) the geat
Persian scholanistorian andgoet, who had been at the Ottoman céarthe last ten years, on his way to
pilgrimage, and patronized hiff’ He commissioned a Europeartist topaint hispersonal portraitHe
organizedpublic ceremonies, whettee showed off on a platform made up of stone inste#tktfaditional
yellow tent symbolizing Mamluk rule. He brought elephants from Africa to use them in official ceremonies
as a symbol of poweimitating Timurid court.He also planned to reestablish the city of Alexandria with a
royal road adorned with magnificent architectiite even claimed that he was originally an Arabdthus

could assume the caliphate hims&H.

326 Casale, 1B833; PetryProtectors or Praetoriang29 72.

7Carl F. Petry, AThe Military | nst i t TheCanbridgeidtory ofiFgypmwlalt i on i n
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988),i869 . Robert I r and Rirearm8 @& uhe pamiuk Sultanate

Re c ons i dlaeMandluks in Eggptian and Syrian Politics and SocidyWinter and Levanonill7 42; Petry,Protectors

or Praetorians? 191 96.

8Fyess, fAThe Naval Policy of the Mamluks. 0
329 Markiewicz, The Crisisof Kingship in Late Medieval Islam06 10.

330Doris BehrensA b o u s e i f ,-Ghav@iandthe Arts BSR6 (2002): 6975;Ber ke y , AfThe Mamluks as Mu
Il rvin, AiThe Political T h il mkGaragw MBSRXHI,m@ 1 R008):r3749; Barlsara Rleniming,, 6 QUn
ALiterary Activities i nEssagsmoh Tkish Lifexatute @ind distaryfLdsderrBostor Rrifl, 2018),i n

105 17, Christian Mauderl n t he Sul tanés Sal on: Learning, R ethwh@iGb a wr and Ru
(r. 1501 1516)(Brill: Leiden-Boston, 2021), 317/P99.
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Religious scholars do not seem to have a central role@Ghala wr § 6-luildinghpaligiesas they do in

QUy i t b Uprébably bacduse of thispusces inform about widespread discontent of contemporary
scholars fromaGhawr 06s rul e.enfeorhiisnsotramcne,| bGailry Us (d. 1
Afunjust, stingy, and greedy des podhisadisabntehtiissa r ei gr
repeated theme throughaltk a w U&siwéll The author ofil-K a w U tkentibns anecdotes denigragi

akGhawr 0 6s i mage such as hi®sicmpt iassidmdé erttSuffo fi me e ¢
figureso6 critiques 3Ylisconfissatioa &f propdrty of statesren anfl hig tarthrésd |

for confiscation’® his abandonment of theiflay prayer and his indifference toward oppression of his
subjects®® Of course, alGhawr 0 6s di srepute partly stemmed fro
projections shaped by the fact that the Mamluk Sultanate was demolished at his hand. Yet hisaimgdeced
imagebuilding policies financed by largescale confiscationwhich seeminglyfailed to attract many

scholars, must have added to his disrepute as Seffiolars hadve | comed QUyi t bUyds ex
religious architecturand endowment policies migoned abovdecause they were the main beneficiaries.
Al-Ghawr 9, on the other hand, spent his treasury f ol

investments, secular arts, and public ceremamsesrding to ther®’

Unlike his relatonwith  QUy i t b UYpd nRaldieyy nalenjogedan mimate reldtianship
with alF-Ghawi This might have been connected tazlawi) Galsovementioned policies and tendencies

Still, Badr alDin provides an interesting piece of informatiarthe olituary he composedsfter hisfather.

Sultan QUyitbUy offered him the chief judgeshi
Ghawp offered him the chief judgeship of Cairo

the judgeship of Damascus. However, hergittaccept these offers even towgiGhawi)

BIMi chael Winter, i T h e The tCanbndgenHistarg of Egyped. iCarlnF, Betryi wol. 1 (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1998), 494.

32A1-G h a ,zakkda w U k.h.42.
SBAI-Gh a z2n.q29.
334 Al-Gh a zen.@51.
335 Al-Gh a zen.871.
336 Al-Gh a ze&n@®93.

337 petry,Protectors or Praetorians2209 10.
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forced him to accept and threatened him. The majority of Egyptian notghlés$ (udall 6

M é sknow this33®

If we are to believe Badr #&bin, we must accept th&®adiyy alDd n r ecei ved great res
QUyi t b OGhawnd asl wel | as the Ottoman s uRadiygaD®re,l i m |
who had struggled and paid a huge amount of money for an appointment to deputy judgeship as mentioned

in previous sections, refused his appointmerhe post of chief judge during the reigns of the last Mamluk

sultans. As for the Ottoman sultan, unlike Badbd n 6 s c¢c | ai m, nircladang abk a wollkri bs o u r
has the slightest implication that Selim ever met Radifyaln a nd wa n methde office ofichieb a s s u
judgeship in Damascus. Thus,BadDed n6s cl aims seem to be a figment
looks backward in time years after the death of the abovementioned three sultans and hidtfaibhgh

Radiyy alD g gpentalogtimeinCairoin1510l 5 f or hi s sonbés education, th

the abovecited one, suggesting thaever got closer to the Mamluk court.

2.8. Becoming a Sufi MasteP

Radiyy atD ¢ waasin his mid-fifties, when he was in Cair&ome anedates inal-K a w Uduggest that his

Q U d3Sufi identity came to the fore during these ye@nse anecdote is wortuotinghere to show the

complexity of the networkio whichhe was connected thanks to his Sufi identity. This anecdote is from the
biograghy of A b T -Hasdral-B a k(d. §645/46)one of thdounding fatheso f t he f amo#%s Bakr ¢
|t narr at dasameaawed thé gathtasbwwufrom Radiyy atD § in Caira

[ éPultanalGhawd had | ost a huge anrdiabt-Doanf [mobniey be c:
akHasanoés father] and wanllebdant i puniesh Sthiein.k hMiAd
QUdi-pashhlt 9§ and compl ained about the sultan. The

3BhnTiIn,Dhak h O@msra7ldnT | Tn narrates this paBdmgepefned ahteobhisaf
akbgndés deat h.

339 The Bakpfamily was a quite famous Cairene family in the early seventeenth century. They were one of the few families from
the Arab provinces Atayi, the seventeenémtury Ottoman biographer, found worth mentioning in his biographical dictionary.
Atayi describes them as an old virtuous dynasignedaré  k a fhdl wkema). SeeNe v 6 i z a,d eH aAAd @akadk iko | f
Tekmi-f 2k ©®@ikk : Nev i z ©d dIstahbulohiikigery azma Hsexldr €ubumb, 264 IFor moreoB a k r §
family, seeSchilche, Families in Politics 156 60;Wi nt er , Ot t elnBaln9 .BOgy p t 1525
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from the sultafi s  onahg eondition that he would givéstson to his service. Upon this,
his fathers e nt -WdsdntekDas ht T t § .

A b T -Hasan was a virtuous young man, who was reading from leading scholars, at tha
time.Al-Das ht T t 0 fiGAabi | dHamamDo hat read from anyone and leave learning

until your sheikh will come fromeh0m. 6 [ é] AWH eHesdrnvaskeddda s ht 1 t §

for his permission to attend the classes of scholars in Cairo, the latter accepted this wish
addingfunti | your sheS$ShHdim. wi EVecowmeal dfRadyyaing | gr andf a1
DOn-Gahz QPdjalcame t o [CE.ilb1d12)jand vBiedeDasht it o

because there was altl acquaintance and friendshiphabba wa suhbdetween them.

Al-Das ht 1t 0 sHaaisdant oi SAbshsadaTiiskslyourmsheikie came from

a-Sh0md. Thebnas hall t § h-#lasanecdetoRhdiyy aa0on, and said to
Radiyy atD § n mése@r $ayd), teach himal-k 0 thyo

A b 1 -Hasdn accompanied RadiyyIo n i n hi s h o Heand ndydasherand ni ght
[BadratD 0 n ] reading feom Sheikh Radiyy-®@9n and from ot her Cairene
RadiyyalDondés order . [ éHasaWhaatedeRadyy &1 Arb It mlt each hi m
al-k 0 thjor whichal-Das ht Tt 9 had s eDdtn,h itnadeised hadfba deiry y a |
patient. RadiyyaF-D o n was di s c-Hagdn, beautifyimng his pérsorality, and

teaching himadah [ é ]

Oneday, Radiyydbon felt maturity i n -Hasam,waatyai sai d t o
to get onyour horseandride from this house tal-Azhar Mosque. You Jlicarry a bread

in one hand, and an onion in the other. You will eat these two all the way until the mosque.

And then, you wil/ rHatanudidms helwastold, RadiywaiDedm Ab 1  al
sai d t o hiHasaril BfterAHis] Egypts no longer &rge enough fous both

together © Then, ShBPohkhr &adIhgrgdah o -HashdaBak r §

became famous in Egypt because he had completed his trajamhtganmat futubiit).3+

Of courseNajm atD § the author ofil-Kaw(kib, tendsto patray his grandfather, a cenpuafter his death,

as a mystical figure guiding his disciples. He adorns his narrative with precious details sucRadiylyat

340Al-G h a ,zakKda w U, le.n. 1082
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a-D 9 n kafrko oMaalyerea generic name for esoteric knowleggethatRadiyy atD § n  this distipies

by giving himhumiliating tasks, which finally ese his arrogance and purify him

In another anecdote iutf alsamar Najm alD @ even mentions that his grandfather had relations with
Jins, and even a female faijinfiyya) fell into lovewith him and traveled in his company to Cairo, asking
for marriage. WhenRadiyy&on t ol d her such a marriage was prohi
toserve him. UponRadiyy@ 9 nd6s per mi ssi on, she r emamnyapmpehringn Cai r

in the form of servant¥!

To what extenshouldwe takeNam atDo nés descr i pt i ocserisuslyp Althoigh sis gr and f
difficult to give a definite answergports of some dRadiyyatDd n 6 s own contemporaries
image which, mosprobably became stronger in the last decades of hisAdeexamplel bn TT 1 T n nam
a number of influential Sufiapliy0 6 Ad h d@karaniD t -mashfh r),avho liked RadiyyaDon ver 'y
much kUn a | @th@ mmdb ik eayl katly).3*2 Thus, it is plausible to consider Radiyy) n

as a membeuf the abovementionesufi network who taught otherthe Sufi path and transmitted them

his own @idr 0 t,whild betng cantiousabout Najm atD § nembellishedimaginations of his

grandfather.

2.9. Conclusion

Radiyyal-Doéns f at her a n d twa respattddf sahiolare in Damascus. He never saw his
grandfather Ahmad, and lost his father Radifpd A b &I-B a r aaktHa Bge of twoAlthoughhestarted

his life as an orphamemanaged tsurvive and become a scholar, and finagumd some inherited posts

of his family. He owned this success to three thin@3:the network of relatiomépshe was born intg(2)

his attempts tdoroaden this network, an@) the establishegractices of transmission of scholarly posts

within families in Syria.

341 utf, I: 2101 11.
K3 ¢oqgf KAVEx AAGRPEDZ ¢ KAOO3 4 dALOE YPT NEI &R BAE6 AA
U4 6A G@RIG3 At eaa A3 AEk yakn Aa yAO3 Ai Z AT
32pn TilTn,D h a k h O@asr, #69.a |
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Radiyy atD ¢ opened his eyeimto a network ofmultifacetedrelationsthanks to hidather He enjoyed

close relations witlsufisandtheSh Uf i 69 schol ar | y ¢ o mmtismatesnalinde a n d
was the sheikh & QUd i r § d e r v ansascus, anddhis @elatives w@e influential interregional
scholarsserving the Mamluk sultaim Cairo.Radiyy atD 0 farther broadened this network of relationships
through marriage allianceiuringthe earlyyears of his adulife. His connectiongacilitated him taravel

to the Mamluk capitai his early twenties antb receive an appointment to therativeoffice of Sh Uf i 6 0
deputyjudgehipin Damascus. Moreovenstitutionalized and legally recognized practisash asianding

down, custody and degyship assurechim successful transmission ttie professorship aheKal | Us a

Madrasa, wherhis father and grandfathbadtaught for decades

Radiyy al-D 9 gainedaccessto SultanQ Uy i tinbhid ynidage, attened his assemblies, composed
panegyricsd praise him, and contributed to his imdnelding policies by penning a work for hirklis

access t@Q Uy i asbalyqung deputy juddeom Damascus became possiblecause ofwo things:(1)
QUyitbUyo6s penetration t d2)hismeeddt thesupport of schalaimtiy a n d

policies.

Mamluk sultars, who lackedh dynastic lineagseyereaccessible figurgby theirsubjectslue tatheir military
carees starting from slave soldiery to highnking military posts in different provinced the sultanate.
Thus, Quilike thetDtibynan princesever underwent a period of prirskip that prepared him for

a prospectivehrone Whenhe was unexpectedly enthroned by the support of his peer comteleas
primus inter pares amorigem.His long militarycareer allowed him to penetrate into the different strata of
society inMamiluk territories, and testablish diverse relationships wibholars and Sufisome of whom
were inRadiyy atD gonsegonetwork. This enabled the latter to access the Mamluk suiay in a few

steps.

Facingmilitary and ideological challenges fenovel superpowers in Islamic west Al y i tridd{d y
preserve the previous status quo by empowering his government and royal imad@n8ously, his
military campagns againsthe Aggoyunlus and Ottomarnsquired newinancial sources, which eventually
led him to create a clandestine economy partly basédeonanipulation othe revenues afndowments

His construction projectalsosupported his image as the guardiaafsim people and the Holy Lands
Radiyyal-D ¢ praisedQ Uy i fomthisepious constructions, claimed his sainthood, and prayed for his

victory over his enemies. The latter included both domestic rivals, who increasingly dared to challenge the
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ageingQ Uy i in Bdiry, and the Ottomans, with e he was fightingn southeastern Anatolincea

while.

After the turn of the century, Radiywj-D @ wasoccupiedwith building the career ohis sole male heir

Badral-D 0. ke collected certificates of transmission from elderly eminent scholar cigzarsm and Cairo

for his infant son, which woulgossiblymake him a central figuri@ the future When Badral-D 0 grew

up, hetook his sorto Cairo, the unrivad center of scholarship and patronag8yro-Egyptfrom the late

fourteenth century. He helgd8adr alD 0 to acquirethe necessary competence in religious disciplines and
certificates to teach and isslegal opinionsin Cairo. It seems thaRadiyy alDon di d not enj o
relationships with aGhawy , who i mp | e me n t-baildingpoliay th&nQBy e b Uy maBear i

his five-yearlong residence in the Mamluk capital, his Sufi identity came to the fore.

Radiyyal-D 0 meturned to Damascus witlis sixteeryearold sonin 1515.The rext year, the Ottoman
defeated the Mamlukiany on thebatlefield and entered Syidaan unexpected development whaghened

a new period irRadiyy alD géns .| i f e
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CHAPTER Ill: RADIYYAL -DON -@GHA Z ZAN:EXPERIENCED SH U F IUDGE
IN THE SERVICE OF THE OTTOMAN GOVERNMENT IN DAMASCUS (1516 29)

This chapter handk Radiyyal-D gons | i f e u n d e rtheladtthirceemgenars of hud lie\When . e .
the Ottomans captured Damascus, he was an elderly esteemed scholar, who had 4odgozatesr of
professorship and judgeship in the city, and had enjoyed aesonships with the scholarly and Sufi

circles as well as the ruling elite and higimking bureaucrats.

The first decades of the Ottoman rule in Syria withessed successive attmpies Ottomanso find out
the most effectivavay of governance in thegion Sel i més thdimmeadiateé afterroathef the n
conquest, his rappointment of] U n bas the @ttoman governaf Syria J U n 19 is sutréntion and
subsequenadministratve-bureaucratic eforms, the grand izier K r a hi m JVsia ®© IBwid, and
transformation of the centuriedd judicial system of four judgeshipveresignificant events of the history

of Damascu#n this period

Did Radiyyal-D ¢ adapt to theicissitudesof the new regime in Syria? Did he utilize his social and cultural
capital in his relations with the successive governments indm®towr? Did heenjoyfinancial means to

survive?How was his relationship with his Damascene colleagues and Otsuhalar®
3.1. OttomanConquest

Al-GawlearnedaboutSe |l i m | 6s departure from Istanbul for hi
on edge and mobilized higrces to Syrian borders, but he still hoped that Selim would wage a war against

the Safavidsfo whom he had sttken a serious blow the previoyse a r in ¢calderan. Tr a
betweenalGawr 0 and Selim yiel ded n osion, slsch finally evaelveddan e ve n

unexpected war in Marj @ U b and.1 July 1516The Mamluk army dispersed in hours, anéGhawi
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becamehe first Mamluk sultan killedmothe battlefieldThe Ottoman army advanced to capture the Mamluk

territories®4?

Most probably, the Ottomans had notaginedthat they would kill the Manluk sultan on the battlefield i

a sudden military encounter and seize the central Arab lands. Selim entered &léppend of August.

Mamluk soldiers first retreated to Damascus Maugn they heard about Ottoman advance toward the south,

they left the city for Cairo. Damascus stayed without a government for a week, and proletarian groups

(z u § tarrorized the city by plundering. The state of anarchy became unbearable to the extent that the
leading notables and scholars of the city as well as the four chief judges reached a consensus to surrender
the city to the Ottoman army. Selim entef@amascus in early October, and Ottoman forces séigked

control of Greater Syrihy the end of the yeafhen, they proceeded @airo in early 1517 but the tension

and fights between the Ottoman forces#r@iCai r ene gover nment ekeauionnd unt i

the spring of 15174

3.2.The Parameters ofthe Relationship between Syrian Scholars anthe New Regiméan the

Immediate Aftermath of the Conquest

The conquestf theMamluk landgloubled the size of tHettoman Enpire. TheOttomanghithertogoverned
territories with a Christian pagt Anatolia andthe Balkans where Muslimpeopleusually constituteda
minority in society For the first timetheywould administesucha vast territory with deeply rooted Islamic
traditions andh huge Muslim poplation. Major Syrian cities such d&3amascus and Aleppo were genuine
scholarly centerwith old libraries, hundreds of educational institutions and a large number of scholars from

the four Sunni madhhabs and even fitieShia34°

Yet the Ottomans were laety ignorant of the dynamics, resources, and capacities of the region and its

population.As a result, despite their decisive victory over the powerful Mamluk amthe battlefield

Wi nt erQt tfioTnhaen O cEmecenydviz Gultan;Selir@05 29.
344 Bakhit, The Ottoman Province of Damasclisl5;, Wi nt e ro,mamT O c@tpta t Yaoum Sujtan Selird2€ 88n

345To give an examplegl-N u 6 a (@.M%21) counts approximately one hundred thirty madrasas in Damascuslavthef the

Ottoman conquest, apart from numerous endowed teaching posts in mosques and other irstisutioasa, YAlrbgris, 2:828

32.The author ofil-K a w U tkentipns hundreds of scholars and Sufis who witnessed the Ottoman conquest of Daaeskus

Gh a zakkga w U, Iear the richness of scholarly life in Aleppo, see Esra Atmadalepd e K| m’ Hayat: Meml ¢ k1l e
(1250 1517) (Istanbul: Ensar, 2016).
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they could not establish their governmenttia citieseasily The cireimstances forced them to bareful
not to stir up public anger against their role some sensitive issyeshich could easily evolve into a
popular uprising. For example, when they had to remove some old grake$alihiyya neighborhood of
Damascusrni order toexpand the construction area of aim-sponsored Ibn Arabi Complex, they did it
duringtheni ght i n dr ead dfa ¢phdikapajdn &hawfan pin kaiaknls) &n  (

Scholarsconstitutedone of theinfluential local groupshe Ottomanshad to take seriously from the very
beginning of their rulén Syria A legitimate,stable and durable governmextuld only be possible with

thar cooperationOttoman officials had to avoid open criticism of tkepected scholarly authoritigsthe
regionto earn legitmacy for their rile in the eyes of local people. However, aheuld notportray their
relationship with local scholass one based on insincere respect and shaped under forcing conditions of
the period.The Ottomans, as Muslinmulers, shared the ideals t¢dlamic high culture, thus, they were

revering knowledge and its transmittéts.

As for local scholars, thdyadenoughreasons to collaborate with the new administration. A stable Muslim
government supporting scholars asecuing their financial resources was definitely preferable over
anarchyFor example, in Damascubgey had witnessed a weeklong anaroifpore the Ottoman capture of
the city. The city stayed without a government whlefeated Mamluk forcedepartedor Cairo. During

this period plunderer proletarian groups knownzasitéargetednotables andcholarsof the citydue to
their wealth and social statéf§.For example,heytried to set fire to the house of thea n ahfefjjudge.
Theythreatened th& h U €hiefufige with death, arfércedhim to pay ahuge amount of money their
leaders to save his life. They stole the clothes ldfaan defpuiy judge and injured his horStheywere
about to harm the Samaritan community, a Idealishgroup generallyenployedin the bureaucracy, by

seting their district o fire. A Jewish merchant paid them a great deal of money as ransom and saved his

36 1bnT 1 |, Mui Uk,8Ma

347 For an inspiring analysis of Ottoman lawmaking as Muslim rulers and the role of scholars ikik see | & , iThe Rul er
Making in the Ottoman Empire. o

348 Miura uses the word u (@iterally meangi t Fhiari r ed 0 and iV ac kpluralg D §tededote the catlaw u 6 r
seems to be garlike groups made up of common people, who engaged in activities ranging from murder and plundering in times
of politicalsocioeconomic crises to fighting as militia for the rebels ornirfigmen for the official army in warfare. See Miura,
Dynamism in the Urban Society of Damasdi3 66.
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coreligionists®*® This chaosmusthavebeen the last thing scholars wanted to live through because they
themselves represted the law anthe legal system in Damascus and owed tlegistence, social status
and wealtho this stability. The majority of themveretightly connected to the city and pgoplethrough

their private properties, financial investments, and kinsinigg marriage tie¥° Moreover, the collective
memory of how far theerror of such looting groups could reach was still fresh. The recent history of
Damascusad examples of similanarchies®! Thus, exhausted by the anarchy and plunder, some leading
schohrs and Sufi leaders gathered to accelerate the process of surrender of the city to the Qtt@yans
withdrew their supporto the Mamluk commander of the citadel of Damascus, who planned to resist the

Ottoman troopsandtried to persuade him surrencr.52

Mutual needs ofthe two sides made collaboration between the leadaogl scholars and the new
government irByriapossible. However, this cobaration had its limits. Firsthe Ottoman administration
did notnecessarilyneedlocal scholars outsiel SyreEgypt because #lreadyco-optedenoughqualified
scholargn its capital city The investments of the Ottoman sultans in educational institytieldedfruits
since the late fifteenth century, and there emerged @s&tifining scholarly systethatwas producing
educated persml needed for bureaucratic and judicial services in the core lands of the éthpire.
Mor eover, since the |l ate fifteenth c-wedhdladyrcgreer t hank
track had been in operatiortu@ients of the imperial madrasasOttoman capital citiefollowed a lifelong
career in the service of the empire. They stafrtah low paying teaching and judicial positigregd with
regular promotions, ascendéd high-ranking lucrative professorstipand judgeships, in which they
enjoyed many guaranteed rights and privilégesprocess thatreated in time a distinct group of scholars,
whom At - él r i g-burebugratsc@d thé tme dfshe Otomanr takeover of the rak
territories, thenumberof Ottoman scholabureaucratsvas more than enough to occupy the available top
positions inthe Ottoman capital anchajor cities. They were Turkish speakihja n achofars. fius they

enjoyed a clear advantage over their Arabic speakingtham aolunferparts in the Arab provinces in

349 Bakhit, The Ottoman Province of DamasgEs6.
Mandaville, AThe Musl ii®Judiciary of Damascus, 0 12

351 For some examples of the criminal activities ofzhe duringthe times of social and political crises in late Mamluk Damascus,
see Shoshamamascus Life 1480500 63 66, 183 84; Miura,Dynamism in the Urban Society of Damasdi&8 73.

352 Bakhit, The Ottoman Province of Damasc6ES.

3B3At -él, fAMobility of SeShstainiagrSisolartySydtenk@ r mati on of a Sel f

94



finding employment in the core lands of the empire, whheemajority of the Muslim population was

speaking Turkish and affiliated with thka n mddighay>

Yetthe Ottoman scholdsureaucratsvere not yet as advantgus as local scholangerein the Arab cities

due to their laclof competency in local diales;tand unfamiliarity with the local dynamicsamshtHa n a f §
traditions. This situatioeventually maddocal scholarsnore indispensable for the Ottoman governtse

in Syria

To sum upSyrianscholarenjoyed employment opportuniity Cairo (theimperial centey, and Damascus

(almostthe secondtapitalin prestige and significance) during the Mamluk era.s@en inthe previous

chapterfor instancePamascenecholass couldsecureappointment to th& h U éhiefgulgeship o€airo,

the peak of the Mamluk judicial hierarchy the capital cityand then arranged the appointnsaittheir

colleagues, students, relativgsotégés etc. tpostsin the centerand provinces. The best examples are

previousy mentionedQutbatD d nKtady di r 0, who backR2@n htie medaitve ea F
in Damascus after himself receiving-DOmEashUfi 6@who
once became the ShUf igedd cthhe fappuodigret noefn tCaocif§ oh iasr rta
chief judgeship of Damascus.the early years of the transition, howevbeyfound theircareer prospects
largelyrestricted to Syria and Egyjpe. twoprovinces distant from the namperial cengr. Occugying the

chief judgeships of Anatolia and Rumetiap top positions irnthe Ottanan judicial hierarchywasnolonger

possiblefor them because theyacked novice statusmiilazemegtto enter intothe Ottoman scholary
bureaucratic career track amdreconsideredhot qualifiedto serve in a TurkiskpeakingOttoman cultural

domain They were unable to serve in the wgholarlybureaucratic bodies détanbul, and, even more,

neededhe appointmendiplomas received frorthese bodieto serve in th officesandendowed posts

their own cities We can thusconsiderthat scholarsin Syrig in terms of their professional career,
experienced the trangitifrom Mamluk to Ottoman rulas a process dperipheralizatiofp a termdenoting
dismnnection fom the center while simultaneousigcoming dependent on Tthis peripheralization was

not necessarilyelatedto the provincialization of Damascus (i.e. itsange from a significarttenterclose

to the Mamluk capitato a distant Ottoman provincial den) but rather, as pointed out abow@s a direct

3% At -SeHolars and Sultans9 116.
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outcomeof the bureaucratimechanisms and customs of the new empire and its-soltimal realities in

its main lands.

3.3.Support for the Interim Government in Damascus(1516 18)

The conquest of thesatral Arab lands was unexpected even by the Ottomans themselves. Selim seems to
have been content, at | east -irmlépentehtgovdrrengnt in Gairmaymn, wi t
the condition that he pledged loyalty to the Ottoman suiftain. Damascs, he appointed an Ottoman pasha

as the governor of the city, and started correspondence with the new Mamluk government in Cairo. When

this correspondence yielded no result, he marched to Egypt with hislanig.dtermath of the conquest

of Egypt, he ppointed Khayir Bay (d. 1522), a collaborationist Mamluk commander, as the governor of
Egypt. He spent the periaaf September 15i6-ebruary 1518 in his new provincegorefer to call the
governments in Greater Syria and Eggpting this period interimayernments because they were not yet

fully established provinciahdministrative bodiewis-a-vis the central government buathertransient
governments under direct intervention of the Ottoman sultam was normally supposed to give orders

from the captal city. These governmentender the eyes of the Ottoman sulsaught the most effective
administration in the new lands through tdalderror by implementingmanyradical reforms ira short

time.®® For example, theyabolished the Mamluk system of foahief judgeships soon after capturing
Damascus. I nstead, they appointed an Ottoman scho

scholars from the four madhhabs as his depéfties.

At the time of the Ottoman conquest, RadisD 0 wias a retire® hf U juigein his late fifties, and éwas
eagerto support the newegimein Damascusdn fact he was not alonia this. Waliyyal-D gibnatF a r,f 1 r
theS h U €hiefqudge, did not hesitate to give his suppothe rewcomers, and praised the Ottonsartan
who prayed his first Friday prayer after entering Damaasube servant of the Holy lands in ke&rmon.

This wasdespite the fact thathe Arabian Peninsula was still under the suzerainty of NMaamluk

355 Bakhit, The Ottoman Province of Damascisls, Wi nt er | AiThe Ot t o MauwSdanSaliBest21.0 n o ; E me

356 For the radical measures of énim governments ifCairo, Aleppo and DamascuseerespectivelyAt - & | AMeml ¢kl er
Osmanl él ar da Ge- i kKtve Hukuk $982034/t5471 B @ 5Fji ot E ek iall @ fiLegal | mperi al
Al eppoiBTolr8s0t en Wo |l | gnniraDamaSc8a1 The ©tomad éppropriation of a Mamluk Metropolisi(922

924/15161 5 1 8 YThe MamiukOttoman Transitioned Conermanma n d , 228 46.

B7bnTT |, Mo f O k3dh48.
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governmenin Caira Reportedly, he changédds madhhab frons h U foiH & @ ,avhiéh wasalmostthe

official madhhab of the Ottoman government, and performedhlibeementioneBfriday prayer according

to theH a n &tfialz®® Likewise, anumber of leading scholaendeavoredo visit the Ottomandtan in

his tent & soon ake arrivecht the gates of the citj? Among them watheDamasene scholar and historian

| b n nTd. 1546), who woulthterbe appointed as the prayeaderi mJyimn Sel i mds hd oundat
tomb of Ibn Aralp Another MJikgscholar composed history bookjn which he described Selim as the

renovator (ujaddid of the ageand presentethis work to the Ottoman sultan before his departure from

the city3¢°

RadiyyatDon tried to establish good rel aina-kawUdvi b h t h
few verses he sent to ZeynelabidisFehari (d. 1520the Ottoman chief judge of Damascudo held the

post for about one and a half year from the-l&8&6 until February 1518n these verses, Radiwl-D 0 n

expressedh i s | o vagignitaies &8 Uh @ r anibecause atheir commitment to thislamic law,

and praiseZeynelabidinas the most pious one among th&hiT hese verses were an obvious support for

the interim government represented by the Ottoman judge, who had beemifiicinigies in his post since

his appointment.

The Ottomargovernmenin Damascusieeded registers aftadlands and previousurveysdrawn bythe
Samaritan scribes in ordertave information abouaxable estates in the cifjheyalsohad to surveyhe

endowment®f Damascuso update the previous recordich surveys were a genenaiperial policyfor

8Wi nter, fdAThe Judiciary of Late MahelOttdma Brovihce BfdDantascus®t t o man Dam
359 Bakhit, The Ottoman Province of Damasc8<9.

3O pnTi I, Maf Ok3a8®hA41. This schol ar -wals mAd Bb-bi. paMaubhgadmm{add. all517) and
title wasal-Durral-Mu s Un f puSiaf Oar a,lsSad gen Xthedmh an TICo n(ed .mam:5/ g b)) ;T Li f e
MSR8 (2004): 11539, 128

361G h a,zakkda w U k.h.2.
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the integration of the newly coneped lands, and were conducted in other Syregionsas well*%2 The
task was not easy, howevér.Damascustiwas assigned to the incumbent Ottonraasurer defterdal

in the immediate aftermath of the conquedbwever, k@ was dismissed in weeksllowing the great
discontent among local peoplé certain Hiseyin Pashtook the office andmaraged to appease
Damascenesemporarily by restoring the old practices regarding the endowments and privatdantis

later, Defterdar Nuh Efendi replaced him to continue the incomplete séfivey.

The Ottoman judg&eynelabidinEfendihad to assist the netneasurein registration of the endowments
However, he faced objections and protests of superintenditite endowmentom the very first day.
He thensoughtthe cooperation of renowned local schaldte sent a letter tal-N u 6 a ¢d.ni521), a
Damascen& h U $ciolard&nown by his research and deep knowledge about the endowments of Damascus,
and requested a copy of his woed;D Ur §tsU rfi -t & dida This workwas about tharchitectural
topography of Damascus andntained detailed information abdbe endowed buildingsin the city and
their history, property andndowmenteedsAl-N u 6 a lyesitated to cooperate with the Ottoman judge
because higeal intention in the registratiaf the endowmentwas still unknowrto many. However, when
felt obliged, hedund a quassolution by copying the names of tiedowmentfn a separate list and sending
it to the Ottoman judgenstead of his whole worlith all other detailed informatiof?*If al-N u ¢ a lyath o
totally refrained from assisting the interim Ottoman gaweent,the Ottomans would certainly have faced
a great difficultyto fully establish their ruleThe examplef Cairo is instructive in thisespect. ie Ottoman
governmenin Cairocould promulgate the Land Law only aftdstainingthe Mamluk land registrshidden

by the members d localfamily, who hadserved Mamluk bureaucracy for generations, decafiesthe

conquest®

Facingresistancef the local peoplandtheir harsh criticismthe abovementioneduh Efendi also failed

to complete thesurvey,and was eventually dismissedrimid-November 1517Such abortiveattempts of

32Forthe case of Alepps ee Fitzgeral d, fdALegal | mperi6aBli38 m and the City of
363 Bakhit, The Ottoman Province of Damasglid3
34Mi ur a SliniyjalQearter of Damascus atth Be gi nni ng oAlsoselnd mh ko RUk3Fh a

Kumakura Wakako, iwho Handed over Maml wnkhe AdmmistratiRseof iasdt er s t o
Records in the IMSR18 (20M4):87T9uk Peri od, 0O
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the interim government soon persuaded the Ottoman authorities to leadntimestrationof the city to

J U n hapredops Mamluk governarho knewthe city and its dynamidsetter.36

In short,neitherZeynelabidinnor other Ottoman officials seem to have been completely successful in their
offices during the periadApart from the official surveyshere wasidespread discontent in Damascene
societybecause ofhe introductio of unprecedentefites(yasaq such aghe fee on marriagecontracts
Zeynelabidirreceived severe criticisnfikom the leading local scholars, who considered such tagadly

unfounded®”

In such an atmosphere, praising Ottom@t-s U d a r av)lJantheir commitment to the religious law,
and the Ottoman judge for his pigtyust have been a clear supgorithe Ottomansofficials, who urgently
neededt. What was Radiywl-D 0 expecting in return fothis support? Maybe, he waspecting to be
appointed as one ti&h U flepudie® of th©ttomanjudge, who had been authorized to choose his deputies
from among local scholars. In fact, one of RadasD 0ons ¢ | o s ersi tn farkiheaitegerals h U
managed to receive an appinentfrom Zeynelabidinto deputy judgeshigf® That is, @od relations wh

Ottoman officials couldoonyield rewardingresults.

Zeynelabidi® s o f f i c eof Dmmasdudidanot Jastothgy loweverHe was dismisseftlom the office
beforeS e | i epértsire fdonSyria, and Radiyy dD § did not assume an official task during these years.

3.4.J U n b asram @ttoman Governor (151820)

During his stay in Damascus, Selecnonst r uct ed hi s thaSalihiyka neighborn@d, mp | e x
which created an Ottoméamcusin Damascugway from the dominant architecture of the Umayyad Mosque

and the MamlukAyyubid buildings around it¢°He inaugurated his complex, made appointments to gertai

posts, and distributed alms to his new subjects to win their helerisadalreadybeen convinced that he

would administer the new lands more effectively only through its former officers. Thus, before his departure

366 Bakhit, The Ottoman Province of Damascag3 44.

7 bnT1 |, Muf Uk3xh 286, 387al-Gha z,al& a w U, k.h.1080.

368Al-G h a ,zkKda w U, le.n.285.
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from Damascuslike in Egypt, he appointed U n b al-6hdadz @ fdymer high-ranking Mamluk

commanderas the new governor of the province of Damascus

The eservationsind hesitations of the Ottomansre not restricted to the administrative field. The judicial
system also withessed several gkpents in short period#is mentioned abové&elim first abolishedhe
system of four chief judgeshand appointe®ttomanH a n mdgés as the head of the judicial system in
the main cities othe new provinceHowever, the lattewere soon replaced Arab judges from among
local scholars, and the system of four chief judgesbimtinued to operate de facto, if not officially.
BeforeS e | ideparaire from Damascus to Istankibk aforementioned&eynelabidinwas replaced by

Waliyy al-D § ibn aFarfi d. 1531), the forme® h U €hiefgugige in judgeshig™

According tothe (most probably retrospective) accounts) n bpretemdéd to be a loyal servant to the

Ott oman government during Selim | 6s reérmgmentinwhi |l e
Damascusor a future insurrectiarHe increased his popularity among local people through various policies

such as appeasing proletarian groupsi (J, Ensuring security of pilgrimage roadsispendingome taxes

and novel practices imposed the abovementione@ttoman interim governmetiut not fully embraced

by the local people. He seized any opportunity to eliminate his fivéite city and regiono accumulate

wealth and to create the image of a pitm#ler He gained popular approviay attending congregational

daily Ramadamrayersregularlyandby welcoming the pilgrimseturning to Damascus in persdte was

popular among the Daascene people in the Mamluk geand his popularity increased in the Ottoman

period®72

Reportedly,Waliyy al-D ¢ ibn al-F a r fedlizedd Un Bisr csde ¢ rmmtried pol irdomsthe central
governmenbf them He wrote letters of complaint about him to Istaniidwever,d U n bféumddgthis

correspondencandlbn al-F a r Had to escap® Aleppo to sag his life.

S0At - el , fAMeml ¢kl erdden OsTankicll @tr 6\0IB1CBLZE KR ) MEZWirmtdear , AdiiThe
Late Mamluk and Early Ottoman Damascus. 0

371For Ibnal-F a réfsi rb i psgeal&p b yakkda w U, ke.h.682.
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35JUnbdg digndependent i@Bdvernment (1520

Upon Sel iJrdrsbredoedagd is loyalty to the Ottomaantral governmerand ventured to
establish his own independent rule in Greater Syrideptember 1520. His independent ywdich was

the third government in Syria since the Ottoman takeover of the regpaid continue for only foumonths

until February 1521.

J U n babdlisthegl Ottoman taxes to gain popular support for his iHéeappointed a local scholar, who
acknowledgedis sultanate in Syria and pledgsdpport tohis rule, as the new chief judgéinally, he
honored himself as the new sultan with the royal nicknareslataf. AFAshraf wagheroyal nickname of
SultanQ U y i ,twholhgd bought him as a slave soldierther first time Apparently, he tried to utilizéhe

positive collective memorgboutQUy i t bUy as3a pious sultan.

He probablyaspired to reestablish Mamluk rule. For this purpose, he corresponded even with Egyptian
governor Khayir Bayd. 1522), who hadbeena former Mamluk officiallike him. However, the latter
refused to collaborataith him from the veryoutset, and) Un Bisr dmpo v e me n't nneo@i dl y e

provincial insurrection limited to Syrig?

Siileyman, the new Ottoman sultan, had ensaghm to worry for his empire duetb U n isr édagHe i on s .
was still struggling against rival factions 8fe | i mt sake dull @ntrol of the imperial governmeant
Istanbul;thus,heneeded more time to establish his thronkstanbul On the other handf he did not take
immediate actioragainst) U n b therrel/d@tcould trigger successiveavements in other Arab provincial

centers Eventually, lacked by the experienced viziers of his deceased fdtkehastened to launch a

campagn againstt Un 6P r d §

Attheendofthedayy anbar di 6s r ev o lintSyrigd e n & dirdather®iomarpEmpirs. e
The Ottomanarmy sent under Ferhad Pa8he ¢ o norsapprelss the insurrection was better equipped
t han Sel i mé sDUig®"% whidhgivedvha idga abathe imperial agenda to tighten its control

over thenew Arab provincesThe Damascene historidnb n  TikKeristhisarmyd s e nt6 Damascug

WBrorQUyiasw Uyul t anic i m@§eg | t & &gBousihlédmangoe rRclnigci esd in the previo
374 Bakhit, The Ottoman Province of Damas¢@3i 34; al-G h a ,zakKda w U, k.h.356.
375k a h Empire and Power in the Reign of Sileyn24i 36.

376 Bakhit, The Ottoman Province of Damas¢B8.
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to Timuro6s i nmithlkiOUdailLamkfandtevero the Day pf Judgemenbél kayawm ai

q i maJHemaintainsthis latter metaphor utilizing some Quranic descriptions of the Last Day. He writes

that he heard thabme pregnant women suffered miscarriage and some others left their béieesadle

in dread of death in Damasotisring these day¥”1bn T T | seams to have exaggerated the scene but still

his descriptions imply the Ottomans wewther decisive in the suppression 8fUn bisr dondepende

government and the4@nquest oByria

JUnbirdods r eb ednsdgeeatlessewhich et itsmanken GBiontarohistorical memory.
Ottomanhistorians of the sixteenth centumyentioned the rebellious governosually highlighting his
origin as fa mind ldeviishCirCassiag(t s 15 U-la @ 8 édendin@erkesh en Uk e s
who caused civil warfigna) in the holy lands of Syriaa(r O mukaddesé R.XPihus, afted U n Bisr d
execution in February 152fhe Ottomansdid notchooseto appoint a former Mamluk commander in his
placeas the new govean. Theystarted appointing Syrian governors from amtmgOttomanpashasn

the centelthe kuls of the Ottoman sultanp tighten the relations between Syria and the Ottoman central
governmentMoreover, they rearranged administrative divisions of ty@a8 province in order tessen

its governoro6s power. Jerusalem, Safad, and Gaza,
in Damascus during JUnbi r dprdviacesganjaq atet him. bnehe enishe i nd e
century, the Syrian province would bé&vided into two, and an independent Aleppentered province

(Hal ep BeyWworld beecyehtédjin addition to the Damasceistered Syrian provincek (@ m

Bey !l er).tEach of these was a step for effective administrative integration of Greatein&yiae

Ottoman Empiré?’®

3.6. Servingthe NewRegime(152%5i25)as a ShUfi 69 Judge

In the post) U n bperiodjtiie Ottomans also tried to4@rganizethejudicial system of Damascus through

theappointment of an Ottoman judge from the imperial ceagtire chief judge of the cityfheincumbent

3771 pn  JTTUHKH ahSHm, 126.

8G¢l ken, fAOttoman Servant, Maml uGentRyelit@arPHistiographyi the Bxampl&t r at e g i
ofJ Un b i-Ghdadz aal |90 6 s The MamfukOttdmandTramsitioned Conermanmandk e, 827 342.

379 Bakhit, The Ottoman Province of Damasc38-4; Enver ¢ agkzayrg | diaX VkepdgaaB e lyd ®andad Bra k s
Ti 1, Tdr i-6h Q0.
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judge who had beeappointed byl U n b was atréstednd his deputies were punisheddmpfiscation of
their horses?® Ibn al-F a r, fwhorhad returned to Damascus with thietorious Ottoman army was
expectingto takebackhis previousoffice of judgeship However,Ferhad Pashdid not appoint himThe
Ottomans seerno have decided to try one more time to appoint an Ottoman aslgfeey did during the
interim period beford Un Bisr &y v e Mustafa Is. Aliap Ottoman scholahecame the judgef
Damascus. His first action was to restore and increase coury&ses)@nd marriagéee (yasaq altazwng),

which were abolishelyJ OUn Bisr ¢jy® v.&8r nmen't

Radiyyal-D §, as many other scholars in the chigdkeptdistantfrom venturing with] U n bagainst the
Ottomanrule. AfterJ Un Bisr egxecuti on, he tried dthepgstytUndli o si&r
period as he had done for the Ottoman judge Zeynelabidin during the interim govetdeeontposed

some verses to praise Ayas Pasha, the newgowrhoo t ook over the cityéds adn
Pasha on 25 March 152%.In theseversesRadiyy atD ¢ was openly asking foar h e  p lzestdwal®d s

i nmMU saying that @my o®cefteshmenti(q éh eépbiothespoot [seentinglg t
referringst o hi msel f] through Ayas Pasha, the highest v
Radiyy al-D ¢ apparently begae closer to Ayas Pasha than he had beeteyoelabidin and the psha

assisted hinmto becomin@S h U dlepudy judgeAccordingly,Radiyyal-D § assumed the office & h Of i 6 0

judgeship agairafter year®f retirementon11 April 15213%Wh en Ayas Pashadsvat enur e

%) pn JTIUri A8 h Q8.
3l pn TIPA. 1 n
%2 hpn TIBA. T n

See Ayas Pas ha®Glsa bk gvilep9l9. i n

3068 #&N

34 pn TNUrling h 0mLa-Gh a zkkda w U, k.n.653.
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called to Istanbul at the end of the y&&Radiyyal-D ¢ hosted atis homeAyasPas hads concubin
could not travel with the gshadue to her pregnancyh8gavebirth to a daghter named Fatima after

months, andRadiyyal-D ¢ sentthemto the Ottoman centdater on®®

3.61. TheOt t o mAaborgvé Attempts for Judicial Integration

The same year Radiygl-D § received the deputy judgeshthedismissed judge Ibal-F a r dlsb tried to

receive an appointment by pleashigh-rankingOttoman officials in Damascusfter] Un disr é X ec ut i on
he organized a great bareq(d i y Ugnahin lasthouseAmong his guest wettte abovementioneggerhad

Pashathe commanerin-chief of the Ottoman armygndthe newOttomanjudge Mustafaas well asa

certaink a m&l-D §, who wasthe q (bdl-askar Ibnal-F a roéfsi rb a n gualelannadta the extent

thatthe main dish and desserts weeevedaccording tahe Ottomarcustomsi.e.first thedessertshen the

main dish The host alsdroughta skilled singer(munshid to please his guest§.Some time after this

banquet, Ibn aF a r ifivited andhosted the Ottomatneasurerdefterda) K u | a k s @ z okeohhise d a't

housesn Damascus®®

As will be explained in detail in the next chapter, #F a r WWaban activeentrepreneulike figurein his
early thirties. Despite his yograge, he had enough experience to meetdfighials thanks to his previous
serviceasS h U €hieffudgeduring the Mamluk erdf® His efforts to establish a good relationship with the
new government did not geastel. He managedo replace thebovemenbnedOttoman judge Mustafa in

the judgeshipn earlyMarch 15213°° However,he wasdismissedagain in May 1521.

The Ottoman central governmexgpointelin lbnatF ar f T r 8 s p | a c e-buseaucr@,tnamelynan s c
Yusuf b. Sinan aBursav (d. 1538) who served as the judge Afmasya previously®! Yusuf, or as known

in the Ottoman milieuYeganzade Molla Sinamastheson of a wellknown Ottoman scholar, Alaeddin Al

3| pn JTUrTi A6 h 0WO0.

B6AI-Gh a,zmkKda w U k.. 919.

%7 pn JNUrilins h Q¥S8. This singer was Muhammadlal 6 Ggdy 1657/58. For hishiography seeG h a ,z2n.802.
3| pn JTUrTingh Q9.

39For lbnal-F ar6fsl rand hi s f aseca6h & gakKga vwolpk.nadp2h287% s

31 pn  TTHUrTiAg h 018031,

¥ hn TIBE. T n
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Yegani (d.1503f?Yeganzadeod6s career refl ect softhéearlyschotarer i st i
bureaucratshehadtaught intheBursa Bayezid Han Madrasa, then became the judge of Amasya, and finally

served as thikazined e f t atrtheéGttorm@an court before becoming the judge of Damascus. Such switches
between scholarly and financial career paths were still acceptable in the early decades of the sixteenth
century.Moreover, the place of the judgeship of Damascus in tt@r@n scholarhbureaucratic hierarchy

was still unclear. Such appointmem®uld createa pattern in the career track time. For example,

aforementioned Yeganzadeceiveda professorship in Bursa after his judgeship in Damascus.

In December 1521Yeganzadewas replacedy another Ottoman scholaureaucrat, namebihmed b.
Yusuf, or as known in IstanbuKireccizade Ahmed Efendid. 1529) Kire¢gzade wasn Istanbuborn
Ottoman scholar, whbadserved inthe Bursa Sultaniya Madrasa before his appoimtinte the judgeship

of Damascug?®

As previous Ottoman judges, Kiregcizade also faced critisionslocal scholars for Ottoman fegggaq.
An anecdote sheds light on the oimgy tension around the issue. ReportedlyDamascene scholar
questionedhe legal foundations of thgasaqaskingKireczade which one frorkit(b, sunna ijmU @nd

q i scdhstitutecthe legal basis ofasagK i r e - - respanshedabiegedly that none of them bilte
custom of Ottomam e v Wdsigs legal basisUpon this, thejuestioneharshly criticizechim sayingthat
ignorarcedoes not gean examplegdl-jahlu laysa biqudwgd. T h e n, Klittle ®0s who was meseit
in the assembly, suddenly interveraat saidhat his fatheneeded the incomsoming fromyasaq Upon
this, the questioner went further addititat the chief treasurybeytlilma) couldmeett h e p neddg.e 6
Days after this assembly, Kire¢cizade fetiged to provide agrsuasive answeo the questionerand
wrotea brief treatise entitledl-F u s 1-11 noyh His treatisehowever, faidto convince the questioner
fully 394

This anecdotsuggestshat theOttoman judges in Damascsismetimedelt the need to gain the aqtance

of local scholarsAs seen in the case of Kire¢gizade, thegrepenned works to persuade them about the

392 Both Yusuf ad his father has biographical et r'y i n T aakShadqfo $Seefahdneedds Ef endi TBakkoopr ¢l
k a k a 6NukdanyyyedU | e m®ie & d-@smandydistanbul: Turkiye Yazma Eserler Kurunbak k anl €j &, 12019) , 4
41.For their biographies ial-K a w U lkdeah-G h a zazkoa w U, k.in.560, 1200.

33 pn MOrTineh UBBE40.For Kire--izsdeod$a bk g saarddmdsh ,a akzkia wlki b
e.n.891.

394Al-Gh a,zmkKda w U k.n.891.
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legal basis of their actienThey were careful enough not to Idke legitimacy of their officeand actions
in the eyes of the leading local scholarly figurEsus, the collaboration @minent scholars likRadiyy al-

D Q was vital for themKi r e- - i zade 6 s |astedmone ehanitwo yeark, arbaijyhlHD © @
continuedo serve as hiS h U epuly@uring this periotf®

Witnessing successivappointmerg of Ottoman scholate the judgeship of Damascubn al-F a r Ibsl r
his hopes to receive his previous pét eventuallytravekedto Istanbulin order to ask for an appointment
to eitherthe chief judgeship of Egypt ahe office ofq (bal-askarin the Arab provinces He brought
precious gifs to the @oman imperiabfficials such as Hadith collections akBukh(tgand Muslim in one
volume anda genealogyof the Prophetdl-shajara atnabawiyya. Amonghis gifts there were alsthree
dressesdorned with goldt(h al Ut h a jalbiil-ghdh&d twa forstie Ottoman sultaBileyman
and thelast onefor his Grand Vizier Piri Pashéd. 1532), the most powerful authorifter the Ottoman
sul tan si nce obteethione® kbn al-Faasrtfhilbgr o achievethe abovementionedoak of
his jouney, but his efforts were not in total vainelfhanaged to receiven appointment tahe judgship
of Damascus in lat®larch 15247 That is, he attempts of the central government to apgbimjudges of

the city from amonghe Ottoman scholars were intaptedfor a second time

In lateApril 1524, Kirecgcizade learnedshdismissal from the office, and the appointment ofAka r,thé r
former judge ¢ Ugnl U -asbhq, to his placé® On1 June, Ibral-F a r drrived at Damascus to assume his
post. The dismissed judge had athgleft the city for the Ottoman center. However, on his wajedamed

his assignmento theinspecton of the Damascene endowments, amedurnedto the city**® Meanwhile
Nuh Efendi,the aforementioned Ottomastefterdar who had failed to complete a cadastral survey during
the interim governmentyas reassignedo the same taskde would receivsimilar criticismsin his second
office as well, especiallwhen he registered the lands in some neighboring towns of Damasmsisdasd

k h ag?®U j

351 pn JTUrlingh Q1.
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RadiyyatDdn kept serving as the ShUfi 60 deputy judge
seems to have been devoted to the Ottoman cause in these years. For example, he eagerly helped the officials
sent from the Ottoman ctam for the inspection of endowmeritsThe latter indeed needed such hélpe

Kara Kadé Affair, which t ook plinamderstanigthdmagmptyde f ew
of social pressure on the shouldershefseOttomanofficials. An Ot o man j udge, k,waswn as
assigned to the task of surveying the endowments and private properties in Ald@&Y iBuring his

survey, haook unprecedented steps for taxation such as recasdingprivate and endowed properties

the cityassubject to the tax aishr, which eventually createda widespread dicontent among Aleppines.

The latter were idsatisfied with following legal interpretations of the appointed Ottoman mufo, twed

to | egiti misnegrecddentechtax#tiandd@ntually,an angry molat t acked atdler a Kad
Umayyad Mosque of Alppoafter pragrandlynched hint%2

Thanks to collaborative figures such as Radiypd, mvho acted as an intermedidogtween the new
regime and the local people, similar communalas on Ottoman officialdid not happelin Damascus.
However, awill be seen in the following pages, keeping the balance between the newcomibiesl acel

people was not alwaym easytask
3.7.Dismissalupon the Opposition of Damascene Scholars

Meanwthle, the young Ottoman sultaéBilleymanwas still busyto strengthen his thror@ndeliminate his
fat her 0s v istlliergoyirsg greaweight iw the iraperial governmdtallowing the sippression
ofJ Untdisr d ¢ s inA52% betlaurzhika series of successful canga, whichincreased hiself-
confidenceandearned his thronpublic support and legitimacyn 1521, he congared Belgrade, which
even Mehmed Ihadfailed to conquerThe rext yea, he captureéRhodedrom Hospitallerswhich neither
Mehmed Il nor several Mamluk sultans could captlireesecampagins surfaced thetrugglebetweerthe
faction ofthegrand vzier Piii Pasha anthat ofthevizier Ahmad Pasha, who aspired to replBitePasha

in grand vzierate Eventually,Stleyman dismissefiri Pasha in micl523.Ahmad Pasha was expecting a
promotionto the vacant podiut the young sultanadplanned to get rid of the old factions completélg.

a p p o i brahira Eashid, one of his closest friends and servants, as the new grand vizier, quite contrary to

1] pn TI7E. T n
“2Fj t zger al déralisi and theadity of Aleppo204i 5, 210, 23435.
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the estalished imperial customaf the appointment of the grand viziere thenappointed Ahmad Pasha

as the governor of Egypt and sent him gfram the imperialcapital

Ahmad Pasha was disappointedtbgs ul t ands deci si on. Evedidcanetd y, he
local power groupi Egyptand announced his independeirtéis provincein January 1524Sileyman

sent an armyto suppess the insurrection in Egypt, and authorized his geand v z i beahim &s
commandein-chief. Krahim presided a large board of imperial officencludingtheR u me | i defterd
and Ul uf elfrabimeand his Erdoarage departed Istaniol80 September 1524. They would use

asea route from Chios to Rhagjand then to EgypThis plan howeverfailed due to deterioraiyg weather
conditions,and they eventually traveled overland toward Syftier the Ottoman militarycampagn

against) U n biri 1624,Ghe Egypt cammai would be another step for theegration of Damascuf€3

Korahim Pashaeceivedcomplaintsfrom the inhabitants in each city on his rautée alsoappointed

dismissed and punished sevafiicials in these citie$® His voyage had alreadyecomean imperial image

building enterprise whehe arrived in Damascus in early February 1525stidged in the citjor a month,

until April 6, and listenedo the complaints about Ottoman officiadeccording to Celalzad& b r ahi m Pa s h
inspectedHirrem Pasha, theéncumbentgovernor of theprovince ¢ Damascusand dismissed hirf?®

According to Ibn TIT n, HirremPasha had already been dismissed in latd, 14 left the city, but upon
Krahi m Pashaos to®amaseusar investigatioré®t Iruanyncasdthe onemonth presence

of the highest mper i al aut hor ity sipreseizén tha sitgsanse sevdntyeans agBe | i m
impressed the local people. Announcements were feadieose who saght justice against the dismissed
Ottomangovernorand oppressive officialso come before thergnd \izier. Reportedly, a neBamascene

merchant, whose goods had been seized by the greedy offlitigisted againsHurrem Pasha, and

eventuallyreceivechis propertyback?*®’

403k a h Empire and Power in the Reign of Stleyai 48.
“Wkahin, 55.

“SEunda De sla-zateaviustafaC&epTabakatd-Memakk ve Derecatd-Mesakk [Transcription and Facsimile Copy]
(PhDdiss., Kayseri, Erciyes Universitesi, 2019), 165.

46 bn JTUrilingh QEY.
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OnApril 6, KrahimPashdeft Damascus for Egypt, where he would stay approximately two maithsad

P a s hirsursctionin Egypthad alreadyo e e n s u pbprraehsisne dt.ookk si gni fi cant
administrativantegrationin the empireHe punished corrupffiicers, reorganizedhejudicial system, and

gained popular supportle appeased the Bedouin leaders and other power holdeoshad their own
demanddrom theprovincial government, and negotiated with thdrakingthe local dynamicsgxisting

legal pacticesand customsanto considerationhe issueda new codeof law for Egypt, whichwas
immediatelysent tothe Ottoman sultan in Istanbaihdpromulgateduponhis approval.The Law Code of

Egypt was the firssignificantideological and legal undertakiogf S ¢ | e y nitavasdhe inareasinglyn

consolidating Ottoman Empireo6s response t*§ the id

Korahim Pashaarrived atDamascus 0 6 June 185, on his way back to Istanbudf® Celalzade does not
provideinformation aboutheg r and vi zi er 6 s s e c®tbdT iplrbertheotherband, n Da m
mentions some anecdotssiggesting the existence dctionalismamonglocal scholars,as well as
informing about their relationships with thige new geernnent in Damascu¥ This time,Krahim Pasha
could not staylong in the city because the Ottoman sultan hayntly called himbackto the imperial
capital upon ainsurrectionof the Janissaries Istanbul Upon his arrival at DamascuBamascene elite
hastened to pay visits faim to conwy their demands and requests. On Jyrse@mmitteeconsisting of a
group ofDamascene scholatrsed to male an appointment to meet the vizigkmong them wer& a mék|
D ¢ m Hamza (d. 15272 a seventyeightyear oldrenownedS h U §chofag who had servemteviously
as the mufti o0 r -adl ih the Mamluk era, and SharakD ¢ al-Kafard sj(d. 1526)*13 anothereminent
S h U muftiGand professor

“%Snjezana Buzov, fAThe Lawgiver and His Lawmakers: The Role of
(PhD diss., University of Chicago, 2005),i4%; kahin, Empire and Power in the Reign of Suleyma65 9; Wakako, i Wh o
Handed over Mamluk Land Registers to the Ottomans? At - €1, fAMeml ¢kl er dden Osmanl él ar d6a

Hukuk (922931/15171 525 ) . 0o
49 pn THUrTi A8 h QEA9.
40D e mi Mitakakatd-Memakk ve Derecatd-Mesak,s 17 2.
41 pn THUrTi A8 h (180.
“22fporKanlal-Dgm. Ha mz a 6 sseehl-G b g miekgahwl, k.n.Gs.
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Thecommitteehadseverakcomplaints about Ottoman officials and thgiactices, such dbat the Ottoman
soldiers &l-arwUm) stole the precious turbanal althi mkib&). For examplethe turban of a local
scholar which was valued at about thirty dinegd beerstolen last nightApparently the leading scholars
andwealthynotablesof the city expected more respect and security from the new goverrivt@ebver,
Abdulgani Efendi, the Ottoman officer authorized for the inspeatiothe endowmenti the city, had
allegedly annulledheir rights in endowments. Theromitteewould requesthe grand vizier to dismiss
Abdulgani.

The demandsof the committeewere not limited to their own benefitsThey were representing the
Damascene peoplefore the Ottoman authoriti€@ne commoromplaint ofthelocal peoplén Damasas

(asin other Syrian cies) was thé@ttoman marriageontract fegyasaq alt a 2).Wlejcommittee members
previouslywitnessed that somgoor people, who somehow divorced theivesandthendecided to re

unite, continuedo live with themwithout rerewingthe marrage contracto avoid paying thenandatory

fee This, however, was an illegal practice according to Islamic law; thus, was unaccéptableyes of

scholars, who represented the l&motherissuewasthat the Ottoman messengers forcgfullt ook peopl e
horseswhichcreated a widespread discontantang the inhabitants of the cify* The committee planned

to discuss these issues with the grand vizier as well.

lbn T T | writes thaf upon hearind he ¢ o mmi t tom@ainghe grand viziet aboAbdiilgani

Efendi, Radiyyal-D ¢ immediately informed the latteand Abdilganimade necessary arrangemetots

preventhec o mmi tmeetingwitisthevizier. Accordindy, the committee arrived at the tent of trand

vizier butthe servants refused them, aticectedthemto chief treasurerlf a k d e f) ské&hdet Bfendi s

tent where Abdulgani was aiting for them with a number daffficials. Abdilgani and others seady

rebuked he abovementionetkaders of the committesnd humiliated thenilhe latterresentfullyleft the

tent and immediately methe chief judgdbn atFar f I r t o express their disaf
After propitiaing them Ibn alF a r fledgedto themthathe wouldinform the grand vizieof what had

happenedo them*®

441 pn TTUrli A8 h QH80.
45 pn TIBA. 1 n
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lbn TT I6isn a n above suggests th&adiyy al-D  chose to be at the side of the new regime and
Ottoman offtials instead of siding with his Damascecaleagues This atiitude, of coursegcreated
discontent among the learned commuiiitghe city Even the chief judge Ibal-F a r letameannoyed
about the mistreatment the leading Damascene scholars received from the Ottoman .offleials
accompaied the grand vizier oni$ way out of Damascus, and informed hiwf the commiteed s
disappointmentTo winbackt h e i r bifalenaPashasissued@ecree, in which he assigned some of the

members of the committekily salaries from the provincial treasury.

After his return toDamascusl|bn al-F a r did not cease to pursue the details of the affairmééthe
aforementioned Abdulgaitd question him about the alleged claiat®ut his illtreatmenbf the leaders of
the committegbut the latter blamed Radiyg}-D 0 fior his own misbehavior against Damascenes. As the
matter grew worsdbn al-F a r dismissedRadiyyal-D § from the office ofdeputyjudge and appointed

another scholar in his plaé®.

Interestingly, the author @i-K a w U, Radigyal-D 06ns g r a n cilDad),mlid Mbegjveranyletail about

this affair. He only writes thak b r aPasharassigneéda mU-Do al b . Hamz a, one of t
aforementioned committethirty osmamfrom theprovincial treasury More interestingly, he add8,if is

because] hearely opposedhe governorso defendthebenef i t of chkoUnmed alg ablédap | e o
6 al-bu k kdamr ako tdma.**” Apparently,Najm al-D 0 tries todistortlbn T 1 181abovementioned

anecdote by decontextualizing iTo manipulate his readerse lelips the anecdote by ignoring his
grandfather Radiyal-Dgbns r ol e i n t he as s i andaddsmew (madybe pensenaly el at

interpretations abolt a m&kD odns per.sonal i ty

In any case, Radiywl-D § was dismissedrom judgeshipon 8 Junel525. He had servedttoman
governments during the pedtU n bperiodfay four yearsThis was his last office as tf&h U Hleipudyd
judgein DamascusHe would not assume the post agamil his deatt#!® Since the conquest, lseems to
have enjoyed gabrelationship with the leadingOttoman officials, andhe finally benefited from these

relations by receiving a judgeship positibtowever, ke exaggerated hisyalty to the new regimat the

46 hbn TIBI T n
“TAI-G h a zakKoa w U, k:idd

418\We do not encanter Radiyyal-D § among the deputies of the chief judge of the city in the followig years until his. G=sgh
I bn TTUrTins h U85, 199, 209, 218.
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expense of making enemi&®m among hislocal peersUnforturately, rot much is known about his

relations with the lattegroup in the subsequent yearSome clues inal-K a w U kuigdest that his
relationship witithe aforementione® a mal-D § did not recover. As mentioned earlier, when his friends
advisechim encouragéis sorto studyunderk a m&l-D 9, who was a populacholamwith many students
RadiyyalDodidnotg ve heed to these adbdooceand!| bhi mi sgnt Wwet

peers thanks to their scholarly certificaé@sl common teachet®

3.8.EconomicConcernsand a Family Endowment

Some scholars in Damascus were real entrepreneurs. Anealh example is no doultie aforementioned

Waliyy al-D ¢ al-F a r.Agant fromjudgeshipand several epfficio posts, he had shops in Damascus to

rent outin the Mamluk period. He hdulildings, gardens and water systems in the citytla@siurrounding

regon during the Ottoman ef&lbnal-F a réfsl rweal t h i s obvious from the g
elite in hisaforementionedisit to Istanbul inl523 24.4?* |bn Tawq, a contemporary countary, was also

involved in businesand hadgood relatios with somemerchantsHe wasalsointerestedn cultivation of

wheat fieldsand selling what he plantedfiis own orchard?Mandaville gives a list of endowed properties

of the Damascene judges in the late Mamluk period, and this list showsahgtjudyesownedprivate
landsandbuildings such as mills, shops, and public b4th#/inter, whohasstudied endowment registers

in both the late Mamluk and earlttoman periodswrites thatr e port s about Syrian |
enterprises abound in the arabgé?* A register dated 1538 u ppor t s Wi nt reanydamiliat | ai m |

endowmentf$ounded by judges Damascusra the surrounding district$?®

49See the discussion on this anecdote umlder the subtitle ABuUi

420Wi nt e r udicidrfdilate Mamluk and Early Ottoman Damascus: The Administrative, Social and Clitursformation
of the ABysed &m. dTilriins h (¥4, 198.

21 pn TNUrTi A8 h (167.
422 ShoshanPamascus Life 1480500 23i24;Shop o v, iBet ween st e 7Ben and the Field
“2Mandaville, AThe MuslimbJudiciary of Damascus, 0 108

Wi nter, fAThe Judiciary of Late Mamluk and Early Ottoman Dam
of the System, o 6.

“2Ahmet ¥zkéklkewmn, &hd ALbdukDah N8B ma r&ad MifdssaleTdhtir Deftér(942 / 1535
(Ankara, 2011), 4458.
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Apparently,Radiyyal-D § was no exception. During his officethe S h U Hepulydudghip in Damascus

in the Mamlukperiod,hewasinteresedin agriculture. He evewrotea separate workn farming, entitled

JUma At d-mi | OUha f awAd al 0 n@Ganpléte Rules for Elegaa in All the Uses of

Farming) According to the extant autograpgRadiyyal-D ¢ aompleted itin 1510/11 in Caifé The content

of the work gives an idea about RadighDobns deep knowl edge and interesH
consisted of an introduction and eight chapters, which dealt with a variety of topics refateading such

assoil types irrigation techniques, planting and its typésiits, seeds, ways to prevent insects and birds,

seasons and their peculiarities, and the responsibilities of the farmer. Rafiyy gavereferences to

several authorssome of whonpennedworks on agriculture in pst centuries such as IatAww(m (d.

12" century)andA b &l-Khayr atlshbdo(d. 11" century)*?’

Serving as a judge in a country whose economy depended on agricultural activity, Radigynab s
knowledge and interest iagriculture must not be surprising. The Mamluk governnuistributed the

agricultural lands of Egypt and Syriaiagy $ ta themilitary officials; andthe endowments depended on
agricultural revenuesPeoplethus sought the most effective techniquist could increase agricultural
revenueskorexampleeacor ding to | bn Iyasés account, some Cai
to plant them in their own lands. The Cairene elite were also interested in learning plantation techniques of

the neighbring regionsin fact, interest in plantation was not limited to the Mamluk sultanate. It was the

main concern of the contemporary empires, whose economy depended on agriculture. This explains why

the Mamluk envoy to the Ottoman court brought some seedsdiplomatic gift to the Ottoman sultan in

1503/4%28

Radiyy alD ¢ wascertainlyhearing in his countariouscases related to agricultural production, inheritance
of lands, irrigation problems, endowment of agricultural lands, and so fbnils his work can be
considered aasponse to contemporary needgreover, hisinterest infarmingwas notonly theoretical.

As will be seen below, he haaricultural land$n and outside Damascus. Heist have aspired to increase

his ownrevenues for these landde alsohadestatesnside the cityFor example, is father Radiyyal-D ¢ n

“Shopov, fABetween t h@& Pen and the Fields,o 73

427 For existing mansucripts armntentof Radiyyal-D gons  wsee ite pageon®i | aha proj ect ddextwebsit e
Project, o accessed July 11, 2021, http://www.filaha.org/ aut hi

“2Shopov, fiBet ween the Pen and the Fields,o 79.
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Ab BI-B a r gk 1#69)hadahouse nearby the UmayyMbsque*? and, most probabhRadiyyal-D § n

inherited this house from his fathéton T T | iforms that Radiyyal-D 0 later separated the bathroom of

his house nearby the Umayyktbsque and tuned it into a public bath for foreigneral{ i j 4 jnib)a |

visiting the city.He then adds that thaifly charge of thigpublic bath wasathercheap at 0 f u)p acr uh

only ten dirhamg?°

Apparently,Radiyyal-D ¢ aeepended othe incomecomingfrom his abovementionegropertiesafter his

dismissal from judgeship in June 1525, urtiils death in 1529. The year liged, he made a family
endowmenbf his privateestatesThe following document is fromnofficial endowment registrain dated
973/1566, with is locatedn the Ottoman archive in Istanbti It is the record oRadiyyal-D géns f a mi | vy
endowment in Damascus

Figure 1: An Official Record of Radiyy al-D ¢ n-Ghazzjs Endowment

429The colophon of his bigraphical dictionary informed that he completed his work in his new house nearby the Umayyad mosque
in February 143%I-Gh a Bahjad-NU z | 254 n

430 pn JMUrliAs h QEP.
... LtaiDa =mAE B g ANAOPORE2 AdbzOU 061 OGe pASd A ApAl

431 Mandaville gives a list of the endowments of Damascene judges in the late Mamluk period. In tigiglists reference to the
archival document recording RadigD ¢ons e n d aswweleSeeMa ndavi | | e, AiThe Muslim Judici a
Thanks to Mandavillebs reference, | found out t he393/87ot ed doc
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